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W-W’s Baracy nnounces his retirement

District supenntendent will
leave position luly 1, 2014

By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

The Wayne-Westland Com-
munity Schools will be looking
for a new top administrator
following the announcement
that Greg Baracy will retire as
superintendent on July 1, 2014.

Baracy informed the school
board Thursday of his inten-
tion to retire. The announce-
ment comes as no surprise, but
is a year earlier than expected.

He had notified the
board in February 2012
that he planned to
retire at the end of his
current contract on
July 30, 2015.

“The time was
right,” said Baracy of

Baracy
his decision. “After 41

" years in education and 17 years |

as superintendent, it’s time for
me to enjoy the fruits of my
labor. It’s been a phenomenal
ride and a true blessing to have
served the students and par-
ents of this district.”

Baracy is the longest serv-
ing superintendent in Wayne-

Westland’s history. He
grew up in the district and
attended Wayne-Westland
schools. He joined the
district in 1987 as an assis-
tant principal at the Wil-
liam D. Ford Career Tech-
nical Center. He also
served as its principal and
as the vocational director for
the district before becoming
the deputy superintendent for
general administration in 1992.
{-Igg;;ecame superintendent in

Transforming the district
Under his leadership, the

district has undergone a trans-
formation. He lists the passage
of the $108 million bond issue
and the passage and renewal of
the Sinking Fund millage as
one of the top three accom-
plishments during his tenure.
“Bond and Sinking Fund
were overwhelmingly support-
ed by the community and al-
lowed us to transform the
Wayne-Westland schools into
21st century learning commu-
nity,” he said. “Every decision
made was based upon serving
the best interests of children,
expanding educational oppor-
tunities and positively impact-
I

ing the community.”

His list also includes the
Baracy-Bennett bill that got
the Wayne-Westland language
into the State School Aid Act
and an increase in student
achievement.

The legislation, signed into
law by Gov. John Engler,
brought in some $80 million in
enhanced school aid to the
district, helping it avoid a def-
icit and providing opportuni-
ties for students. Student
achievement also improved
even as the threshold con-

See BARACQY, Page A2

C1ty employees prov1de
holiday cheer for locals

AFSCME members

cipal Employees Local 1602, which
represents public services and

him.

“It’s as much food or more as
the gifts. We accommodate things

1. PS4
2. Slinky

Thank you,

s clerical staff, adopted two fam- that the moms might need like
adopt two families - cs. clothes,” said Misiak, who has been ys of
“We get the names of a couple involved with the program for ?
By LeAnne Rogers families from the Dorsey Center. about 13 years. Dear Santa
Staff Writer We get a list of what they need,” The bargaining unit holds a y
said Steve Misiak, a senior equip- fundraising raffle and makes a
As has been a holiday tradition ment operator. “Four of us do the lump sum donation to support the track.
for many years, a couple of local shopping. We do the wrapping. adopt-a-family program.
families will have a merrier They are usually single-parent “People donate on top of that,”
Christmas thanks to being adopted  families with kids.” said Misiak, adding much of the Dear Santa,
by some Westland city workers. The adopted families receive shopping is done at Meijer to take
Members of the American Fed-  ham, turkey and canned goods in
eration of State, County and Muni-  addition to clothing and toys. See EMPLOYEES, Page A2
Thank you,
Dear Santa,

Wayne employees OK continued wage freeze

ments could be reached with the

By LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Under three new labor contracts,
Wayne municipal workers will con-
tinue the pay freeze but will see a

pay cut restored.
The council voted Tuesday to

approve three-year tentative agree-

ments with the Wayne Technical,
Professional and Officeworkers
Association, which represents 14
Department of Public Services
workers, the six-member Wayne
Supervisors Association, and the
General Employees Association,

which has three members who work

as clerks.

Wages will be frozen under the
agreements which run through June
30, 2016. City workers had agreed to
a temporary 2.5 percent pay cut in
2010 in a letter of understanding that

also required it be restored when

that collective bargaining agreement

expired.

Additionally, the employees have
given up annual longevity payments
except for the final year of employ-

ment.

There will also be a two-tier bene-
fit system for new hires which has a
lower pension multiplier and estab-
lishes a medical savings account in
lieu of retiree medical coverage.

“We asked the unions to come to
the table, and they were able to com-
ply with what we requested,” said
Wayne Personnel Director Matthew
Mulholland. “I want to thank the
executive board of the unions and
their members for their good faith
effort accepting these sacrifices.”

~ Wayne employees are repre-

sented by four other unions. Wayne
Mayor Al Haidous said he appreciat-
ed the sacrifices of the three bar-
gaining units and was hopeful agree-

other unions.

longevity pay.

fiscal year.

financial issues.

313-222-5428

One bargaining unit, the Com-
mand Officers Association of Michi-
gan representing police command
officers, has filed for PA. Act 312
binding arbitration over the issue of

Despite the employees’ conces-
sions, Wayne is continuing to face
dechmng revenues with a projected
$2 million deficit for the upcoming

The council is-going to hold two
visioning sessions 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1, at the Wayne Public
Library and Saturday, Feb. 8, at the
Wayne Community Center to help
develop a plan for addressing the

Irogers@hometownlife.com

Twitter: @ RogersObserver

Thankfully, Santa Claus is widely
his patience and kindness, and he assured the
Observer that the letters weren't too lﬁe for

ore on

3. Dirt Bike
4. No little sister. 1
Thank you for reading my letter. |

Dear Santa,
1 really good girl. I play with my brother and
sister. I give best hugs and kisses. I want a bike,
googles and a Minnie guitar.

Dear Santa,

I have been good when I am making good
Choices. I want a pet cat. I need a mght lite. Tl
Wear a necklace and a bracelet.

Dear Santa,
I would like a purple Zoomer, please, I would
also like a Barbie and her Dreamhouse 'as well
as a Barbie Slugbug (VW Beetle). I would also
like new boots and a 1 Direction Toothbrush.
Thanks you!!!!

Dear Santa, ‘
I have been good when I am being proactive.

Santa Claus shares
some of his letters

They got in just under the wire.

With Christmas only two days away, the Jolly
EIf of the North was making some of the final
preparations for his yearly journey around the
globe. He was actually in the process of check-
ing his list for the second time before these
Christmas letters from students in the Wayne-
Westland and Garden school districts reached

jown for

Christmas. Here are few. But there’s
the inside of today’s issue.

Dear Santa,

What I want for Christmas:

|
|
\

Owen Boekhout, 1
Westland

Keelyn Smyth, 3
Westland

|
Borrlflyn Eaton

Paltyn‘Wright, 5
, Westland
\

I want Skylander Swap Force & Legos. I need
books and Magic Tree House 5-8. I'll wear new
days of the week socks. And 7 year old boots.

Matthew Smith

Merry Christmas! I am trying to be very
good. Please bring me toys. I want a car and race

Joyce Shelide, 7
Westland

I have been good when I am being proactxve
I want a sparkling necklace and a pet. I need
shoes And boots. I'll wear socks and s

Myia Eddings

I was mostly good this year. I was nice to
friends, I do my homework and I like playing
with my family. For Christmas I would li
ic stuff, Mousetrap, and Skylander Swap Force.
Thanks Santal

e mag-

Conneli‘ Smyth, 5
| Westland

FILE PHOTO

The countdown is on, and like Santa, youﬁgﬂers
have made their lists and checked them twice to
make sure the Jolly Old Elf knows what thy y want
to find under their tree on Christmas morning.
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