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JOHN GLENN, MEMORIAL 
HONOR CHAMPIONS

Champions students are achieving 
their goals in the Wayne-Westland 
school district.

At John Glenn High School, 182 stu
dents met their first-semester goal, and 
at Wayne Memorial High School 175 
students met their goal. Both high 
schools honored students who met their 
academic goals at dinner banquets for 
the Champions students, their families 
and their mentors. In addition, students

were presented with $200 award 
checks.

The Champions mentoring program 
began in Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools at Wayne Memorial High 
School in January 2009 to provide an 
incentive and mentorship to students. 
Students are paired with a staff mem
ber. Together they decide on a custom-

See CHAMPIONS, Page A2
SUBMITTED

Champions of John Glenn benefactor Glenn Shaw congratulates John Glenn student Ben Biber.
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Kaitlin Cooper of Northville and Jack Kelly of Livonia, at the protest near the Planned Parenthood in Livonia.

Planned Parenthood in Livonia 
attracts scores of protesters

Coffee and 
newspapers: 
Best deals

on the 
planet

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Rows of people praying the 
Rosary. People chanting, “My 
body, my choice.”

This was the scene Sat
urday morning in front of the 
Planned Parenthood clinic on 
Ann Arbor Road, west of 
Newburgh, in Livonia. A 
planned anti-abortion protest 
in front of that clinic, as well 
as several others across 
Michigan, took place while 
abortion rights counter-pro- 
testers lined a part of the 
street.

The original anti-abortion 
protest, designed to call at
tention to Planned Parent
hood and strip it of federal 
funding, was organized by 
Citizens for a Pro-Life Society 
and took place at Planned 
Parenthood centers across 
Michigan. Many area people 
came out with signs and Ro
sary beads, standing along 
the road, praying and show
ing support for their cause of 
defunding the agency.

“There’s a lot of lies going 
on. And it’s being exposed, 
day in and day out,” said Emi
ly Lizzio, a Hartland resident 
and a senior at Madonna Uni
versity in Livonia who helped 
organize the event. “We’re 
just here to get the word out.

“Now, more than ever, they 
need to be defunded.”

Lizzio said she and other 
students are out in front of 
Planned Parenthood in Livo
nia at least once a week. Both 
groups of protesters lined the 
south side of Ann Arbor Road 
and eventually spanned from 
Ann Arbor Trail to east of 
Horton.

One such protester out 
Saturday was Commerce 
Township resident Mark La- 
Pointe. He said he has taken 
part in some anti-abortion 
events on the east side be
fore, but decided to drive 
Saturday to Livonia to protest 
as well.

He said he’s hopeful abor
tions will eventually end in 
the country, especially with 
the nomination of Neil Gor- 
such to the U.S. Supreme 
Court by President Donald 
Thump, but remains cautious
ly optimistic.

“It seems promising to me, 
but evil is like slush. If you 
step in one area, it’ll slop 
around your footprint. It 
makes no difference what 
you do politically, unless peo
ple’s hearts actually change,” 
he said. “Unless people real
ize that this is a person, it 
doesn’t matter who’s in the

See PROTEST, Page A3
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Devon Laird of Livonia holds his sign on Ann Arbor Road, scene of the 
Planned Parenthood protest.

Whether you grab a cup 
on the go, juggling 
steaming hot deli
ciousness in one hand and a 

smart phone in the other, or sit 
down at your kitchen table 
with your favorite mug and a 
printed version, coffee and 
newspapers have a long-held 
symbiotic relationship.

In the current landscape, 
both represent traditions in 
transition.

Few can say that the coffee 
industry has not undergone 
some meteoric changes over 
the past several years. If you 
venture into some of the area’s 
top independent coffee shops 
and order a manually brewed 
coffee, you are looking at an 
investment of just over $2 on 
average. Whether enjoying a 
cup of hand-crafted coffee at 
Plymouth’s Espresso Elavado 
or Birmingham’s Common
wealth, a subscriber to the 
Observer & Eccentric would 
pay just 98 cents per edition 
for the twice-weekly newspa
pers to enjoy with their cup of 
Joe. The brews and the news 
both represent quality and 
require a good amount of labor 
to produce.

The National Coffee Associ
ation lists 10 steps that coffee 
has.to go through before final
ly getting poured into your 
favorite mug at home. If you 
talk to specialty coffee profes
sionals, they will tell you the 
number of hands that touch the 
coffee process is between 
14-20 by the time that latte 
with a velvety Rosetta finds its 
way into those environmental
ly pleasing biodegradable to-go 
cups.

Similarly, our team of writ
ers, editors, photographers and 
copy editors is responsible for 
filling every inch of the 14-16 
pages that make up the eight 
individual newspapers we 
published in Sunday’s news 
cycle. Seventy-five unique 
local stories graced those 
pages, with each page repre
senting the work of some 12 
individuals by the time it 
reaches our subscribers’ 
hands.

Yes, you are correct
I have taken many phone 

calls lately about how we are

See DEAN, Page A2
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CHAMPIONS
Continued from Page A1

ized academic goal for 
the student for the se
mester.

In September 2009, 
Richard Helppie, a 
Wayne Memorial alum
nus, got involved and 
offered financial incen
tives to students who met 
their goal.

Students, who are 
initially interested in the
rogram because of the 
200 award, express that 

it is the support of their 
mentor that is most bene
ficial to their success.

In September 2015, 
John Glenn High School 
launched Champions of 
John Glenn. It follows the 
same model as the Cham
pions of Wayne program.

The Westland Commu
nity Foundation and 
Glenn and Patty Shaw 
are the main benefactors 
of the John Glenn pro
gram. The Shaws are 
local business owners, 
and their children are 
graduates of John Glenn 
High School.

SUBMITTED

Champions of John Glenn and Wayne Memorial were honored at the dinner.

Today there are more 
than 1,000 students dis
trict-wide in the pro
gram.

According to district 
officials:

» Some 25-33 percent 
of Champions students

make their semester 
goal. Some 65 percent 
still increase their 
grades, even if they don't 
quite reach the goal, 
officials said.

» Some 95 percent of 
John Glenn and Wayne

Memorial staff are men
tors.

» ACT scores have 
increased 9.8 percent 
over the life of the Cham
pions program at Wayne 
Memorial High School.

» Four Champions

students have earned the 
Gates Millennium Schol
arship in the past three 
years at Wayne Memorial 
High School.

For more information 
on the Champions pro
grams, contact Sean

Galvin, director Wayne 
Memorial High School 
Champions Program at 
GalvinS@wwcsd.net or 
Louis Przybylski, John 
Glenn High School 
Champions program, at 
PrzybylskiL@wwcsd.net.
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not the local newspaper 
we used to be. When I 
return those calls, my 
message is — quite 
frankly — yes, you are 
correct.

We employ a different 
— and smaller — staff, 
juggling the demands of 
digital journalism and 
print newspapers. With a 
combined 200 years of 
professional journalism 
experience, we’re tasked 
with reporting and il
lustrating compelling 
stories that reflect the 
communities in which 
you live. In our mobile 
society, those stories 
extend beyond the 
boundaries of our cities 
and townships.

Are readers seeing 
more stories in their local 
editions that originate 
outside of the individual 
community? Absolutely. 
In many cases, the main

feature on our front page 
will span many editions. 
These are stories vetted 
in the planning process to 
appeal to a wider audi
ence.

Still about quality
When President Don

ald Thump’s executive 
order to limit immigra
tion and travel from sev
en mostly Muslim nations 
became a national story, 
we did not bury our 
heads in the sand and 
pretend it did not affect 
readers in our communi
ties. Staff photographer 
Junfu Han was at Metro 
Airport covering the 
rally next to all the other 
large news organizations. 
He found local residents 
and, with reporter Darrel 
Clem, we published one 
of the more balanced 
accounts you will read on 
the subject. And it was 
rightly the lead story on 
the front page of most of 
our print newspapers.

Northville/Novi re
porter Matt Jachman 
approached a piece on 
sex trafficking that was 
front page in our Sunday

papers with the attention 
to details and thorough
ness that he has become 
known for over the years. 
The message from local 
members of Love Runs is 
clear that this modern- 
day version of slavery is 
relevant to all of our 
communities.

When Apple hired a 
21-year-old area resident 
to join its cyber security 
team, veteran O&E re
porter Jay Grossman told 
the story brilliantly. It is 
a story that we can all 
relate to and appeals to 
readers beyond Bloom
field Hills, where Deven 
Kishore grew up, to com
munities such as West- 
land, Farmington and 
Canton.

And when Catholic 
Central’s storied football 
coach Tom Mach decided 
he was going to retire, 
longtime high school 
sports guru Brad Emons 
was the first on the story. 
It is a story that extends 
beyond sports itself and 
beyond the Novi commu
nity. Mach’s accomplish
ments rank him as the 
third winningest coach in

Michigan high school 
football history, behind 
local legends A1 Fracassa 
and John Herrington, and 
that story ran Sunday in 
all of our sports sections.

On average, I pay $20 
for an eight-ounce bag of 
coffee beans. I used to 
pay far less for a 16- 
ounce bag of beans, but I 
purchase the more ex
pensive beans with the 
comfort of knowing I’m 
getting great quality and 
a relatively great deal 
while supporting a local 
business. The same holds 
true for our subscribers. 
The O&E still delivers 
more quality local news 
from its veteran staff 
than any other source.

So grab a hot cup of 
coffee, pull up a chair and 
enjoy your local newspa
per, knowing you are still 
getting one of the better 
deals on the planet.

Dan Dean is content strategist 
for hometownlife.com and the 
Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. He can be reached 
at ddean@hometownlife.com. 
Follow him on Instagram 
@espressodanno.
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At the October 2005 Field Dedication/Naming Ceremony, former Madonna President Sister Rose Marie Kujawa, with Mike 
and Marian Hitch at Hitch Ballpark on the campus, off Newburgh Road, south of Five Mile.
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Madonna remembers Mike lllitch

Women’s heart 
health: What you 

should know

While Mike Ilitch was 
a major force in the 
rebirth of Detroit and 
the revitalization of the 
Red Wings and Tigers, 
he also found it in his 
heart to support Madon
na University Crusader 
athletics. Mike and Mar
ian Hitch made a sub
stantial gift to under
write a state-of-the-art 
baseball field, which was 
dedicated in the Fall 
2005 and aptly named 
Hitch Ballpark.

“Even though I was 
not part of the stadium 
process, Mike’s reach is 
felt even beyond his 
gift,” Crusader Athletic 
Director Scott Kennell 
said. “In my time at 
Madonna, I’ve gotten to 
know Mike’s son Chris 
both personally and 
professionally and 
Mike’s legacy lives on 
through his children.
The stadium continues 
to provide a first-class

playing surface for our 
student-athletes and will 
continue to do so for 
years to come.”

Many members of the 
Detroit Tigers organiza
tion joined the Hitches at 
the dedication, including 
Dave Dombrowski, Wil
lie Horton, Gates Brown 
and Jim Price.

The facility, which 
was designed by Grissim 
Metz Andriese Asso
ciates of Northville, is 
the first on-campus 
baseball field to be built 
at Madonna University.

Constructed by Mid
west Landscape Group 
Inc. of Commerce, Ilitch 
Ballpark is an engi
neered field built with 
sport bluegrass turf and 
pro style infield dirt, 
which is an exact replica 
of the playing surface 
used by the Detroit Ti
gers at Comerica Park. 
The playing surface has 
widely been recognized

as the best collegiate 
surface in Michigan.

Ilitch Ballpark has 
been home to eight con
ference championship 
clubs and hosted the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Ath
letic Conference tourna
ment in 2005,2006 and 
2008-11. Since the con
struction of the on-cam- 
pus field, Madonna has 
posted a 164-43 overall 
record in home contests.

“The Madonna Uni
versity baseball pro
gram is very thankful 
and blessed to be able to 
play on such a great 
surface,” Crusader Head 
Coach Ted Falkner said. 
“Every player, past, 
present and future, is 
fortunate to have the 
opportunity to not only 
represent Madonna on 
the baseball field, but to 
do so on campus at a 
top-notch facility. With
out the Hitch’s gift, who 
knows where Madonna

baseball would be play
ing today.”

In 1990, many years 
before Hitch’s donation 
that made the new ball
park possible, he was 
awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Humanities 
degree, in recognition of 
his commitment to the 
international campaign 
against hunger, his out
standing service as a 
partner in education 
with Madonna Univer
sity, and for his Chris
tian spirit demonstrated 
as a community leader 
and benefactor.

Mike Ilitch will be 
remembered by Madon
na faculty, staff and 
students as a humanitar
ian, business leader and 
lover of baseball. Cru
sader baseball coaches, 
players and fans will be 
reminded of his generos
ity each time they go to 
Ilitch Ballpark.

Heart disease is
often thought of as 
a disease that 

mostly afflicts men. The 
reality, however, is that 
heart disease does not 
discriminate. It is dan
gerously under-diag
nosed and under-treated 
among women and is the 
leading cause of female 
death in the United 
States.

One of the reasons 
why women are misdiag
nosed or not diagnosed at 
all is that heart disease 
may present itself differ
ently in women than in 
men and men have been 
the focus of most of the 
clinical research. Men 
are more prone to block
ages in major arteries — 
which can be diagnosed 
quickly and is more easi
ly identified on an angio
gram. Women, on the 
other hand, tend to have 
problems with smaller 
arteries embedded in the 
heart, which are not as 
visible on tests.

Another reason wom
en are misdiagnosed or 
not diagnosed at all is 
because their attention is 
often times focused to
ward the health of their 
family, at the expense of 
their own well-being.

As a practicing cardi
ologist in Oakland Coun
ty, I encourage every 
woman to know the signs 
and symptoms of a 
female heart attack. 
Knowing can expedite 
diagnosis and treatment 
and may save a life.

While chest pain and 
discomfort are the most 
common signs of a heart 
attack for both men and 
women, women are more 
prone to display atypical 
symptoms such as nau-

Dr. Nishtha 
Sareen

GUEST
COLUMNIST

sea, abdominal discom
fort, shortness of breath 
and back or jaw pain.

The common heart 
health risk factors for 
women are:

» Diabetes
» Mental stress and 

depression
» Smoking
» Lack of physical 

activity
» Post menopause
» Broken heart syn

drome
» Pregnancy compli

cations
Women concerned 

about heart disease 
should be proactive and 
speak with a doctor. He 
or she will likely recom
mend annual blood pres
sure readings and en
courage cholesterol test
ing every four to six 
years. Those with high 
readings may be tested 
more regularly. A body 
mass index test may also 
offer clues about heart 
disease risk.

If there’s a chance you 
or someone else might 
have heart health ques
tions, call St. Joe’s physi
cian referral line at 800- 
372-6094. If you are expe
riencing signs or symp
toms of a heart attack, 
call 9-1-1 immediately 
and seek help.

Nishtha Sareen, M.D., is a St. 
Joseph Mercy Oakland 
interventional cardiologist that 
treats residents from 
Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills 
and surrounding communities.

PROTEST
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White House.”

Counter-protests
After hearing about 

the anti-abortion pro
tests, several groups 
began planning counter
protests. One such group 
was the Metro Detroit 
Political Action Network, 
which helped organize 
the counter-protest in 
Livonia, said Adriene 
Avripas, a Clinton Town
ship resident.

She said supporting 
organizations like 
Planned Parenthood are

important, especially 
since abortion services 
aren’t something most 
women choose to seek 
out simply because they 
want one.

“Nobody wants an 
abortion,” she said. “It’s 
not on their bucket list.”

By mid-morning, 
abortion rights counter
protesters lined the 
streets and outnumbered 
the originally-planned 
anti-abortion protesters, 
complete with chants 
and at least one person 
with a megaphone.

Hina Gandher, a sen
ior at Wayne State Uni
versity, said she saw 
mention of the counter
protest pop up in her

Facebook feed and de
cided she would come 
out and become more 
active.

“I’ve been planning on 
getting more active and I 
thought, ‘What better 
time than now?”’ the 
Garden City resident 
said. “My boyfriend and 
I both decided that this 
is going to be the year 
that we’ll start standing 
up and doing what we 
believe in.”

She said she’s learned 
about decisions made in 
history through her 
schooling and thought 
that now could be one of 
those times taught in 
history books in the fu
ture. She said she wants

to be part of the solution. 
“This is one of those

moments in history 
where when we’ll look 
back and say, 'How did

we let that happen?’ I see 
it now and I don’t want to 
be one of those people 
that let it happen."

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Did you know that the average cost of a Nursing Home in

Wayne County averages between $8,670 and $12,590 per 

month; assisted living costs between $2,551 and $7,509; and 

in-home care costs $17-$30 per hour? There is a 50% chance 

you will spend 6 months or longer in a long term care facility.

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
15125 FARMINGTON ROAD 

LIVONIA, MI 48154-5474 
(734) 744-2500

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education, Livonia, Michigan, hereby invites the 
submission of sealed bids for the purchase of:

Science Equipment Bid for the 2016-2017 School Year 
(See Attached Specifications)

Request for Proposal (RFP) documents can be obtained at the Livonia Public School Website, 
www.livoniapublicschools.org under the section titled DISTRICT, Purchasing Bids, 2016-2017 
school year, open bids, bond bids OR Buy4Michigan Website, www.buy4michigan.com. Please 
feel free to include additional pages of information if necessary. For bids to be considered they 
must meet or exceed all specifications herein.

Sealed bids marked Science Equipment Bid will be received until 12:30 n.m, on the 
23rd day February. 2017 in the Business Office at the Board of Education complex, 
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan. Mailed bids should be sent to the attention of: 
Phillip Francis, Director of Operations, Livonia Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
Michigan, 48154. Livonia Public Schools is not liable for any delivery or postal delays.

The Bid Opening will take place at 12:30 p.m„ on the 23rd day of February. 2017. at the 
Livonia Public Schools Board of Education Complex, at which time all bids will be publicly 
opened and read. No bids will be accepted after the date and time specified and will not be 
opened. Oral, telephone, fax or electronic mail bids are invalid and will not receive consideration. 

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement of disclosing any familial 
relationship that exists between the owner and any employee of the bidder and any member 
of the Livonia Board of Education, the Livonia Public Schools Superintendent or Director of 
Finance, any member of the Wayne RESA Board of Education or the Superintendent of Wayne 
RESA. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this sworn and notarized 
disclosure statement.

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized Affidavit of Compliance - Iran Economic 
Sanctions Act. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this sworn and notarized 
statement.

All bids must be accompanied by the Equal Opportunity Statement. No bid shall be accepted 
that does not include this statement.

All bids must be submitted on the forms provided in the bid packet and all sheets must be 
returned for the bid. All proposals shall remain firm for a period of ninety (90) days.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in whole or 
in part: to award to other than the low bidder: to waive any irregularities and/or informalities: 
and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interests of the district, 
including awarding by line item, with rationale to support such a decision. Livonia Public 
Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

Prices bid are to be F.O.B. Destination. All purchases are to be exempt from all taxes, including 
state and federal taxes. Exemption certificates will be furnished upon request.

Any bid submitted will be binding for ninety (90) days subsequent to the date of the 
bid submission. All bids must be submitted on the attached bid form and signed by the bidder. 
Two (2) signed copies of the bid package are to be addressed to the attention of:

Phillip Francis, Director of Operations
Livonia Public Schools 

15125 Farmington Road 
Livonia, MI 48154-5474 

“Science Equipment Bid”
One (1) copy of the bid package should be retained for your files.

Any questions regarding bid specifications should be referred to Ben Hillard, bhillard@ 
livoniapublicschools.org, 734.744.2500, ext. 42144, between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. EST.

LATE BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
Publish: February 16,2017______________________________________________________________________LorxxxBigsro 3-8
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Learn how to afford the care you and your loved ones need, without 
spending down your assets to nursing home and assisted living costs. 
Attend this free seminar hosted by CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® 
Alex Dinser.

Come to this Free Seminar and learn:
-How you can use proven legal and financial strategies that can protect 
your assets and access Medicaid and VA benefits to cover nursing 
home, assisted living and home care cost—without spending down all 
of your assets.

-How you can use these planning strategies even if you do not qualify 
for long-term care insurance.

-How you and your loved one still have good planning options even if 
you have already entered a nursing home; it's not too late.
-How you can stay in your home long, afford the care you need, and 
protect your assets.

Plymouth Township Hall
9955 N Haggerty Rd, Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Wednesday, February 22nd 10 a.m. -11:30 am and 

6pm-7:30 pm

Alex Dinser CFP®, ChFC

Alex is a founder and a senior partner of Horizon 

Advisers. He attended Western Michigan University 

where he obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Finance. He also enlisted in the Air Force National 

Guard and was deployed to Balad, Iraq where 

he served his country with honors. Following his 

tour of duty, he completed the Certified Financial 

Planning® Program at Oakland University. Soon after, 

he enrolled with the American College and received 

the designation of Chartered Financial Consultant 

(ChFC). Alex continues to grow his practice and will 

be sharing his knowledge with others as Associate 

Professor in Oakland University's CERTIFIED 

FINANCIAL PLANNER™ program of study.

Reserve Your Spot Today... Seating is Limited 
Call 1(800) 769-1642
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Livonia boy battling rare genetic disorder
David Veselenak

hometownlife.com

Eleven-month-old 
Aaron Sharp is nothing 
but smiles and laughter. 
But he’s seen a lot of 
things children his age 
rarely see, including 
many medical tests and, 
eventually, a bone mar
row transplant.

Sharp, the son of Livo
nia resident Angela 
Sharp, was diagnosed in 
December with Hurler’s 
syndrome, a rare genetic 
disorder that prevents 
the body from creating a 
certain enzyme. Without 
that enzyme, his body 
cannot break down cer
tain proteins, meaning 
the cells need to go 
somewhere.

“So the cells keep 
getting bigger and big
ger and bigger until they 
get so big that the cell 
kind of dies,” Angela 
Sharp said. “And those 
cells store in different 
parts of his body.

“They get stored in 
his joints, in his heart, in 
his brain and that’s what 
causes the problems.”

It’s a disease that 
comes up in 1 in 100,000 
births. Its rare status 
means only a few loca
tions study the disease, 
including locations in the 
United Kingdom, British 
Columbia and the Uni
versity of Minnesota. So 
Angela Sharp, a single 
mom who works at the 
Bed, Bath & Beyond in 
Northville Township, 
packed up her and her 
son’s things and spent a 
week in Minnesota this 
January so he could re
ceive treatment.

It’s been a whirlwind 
the last few weeks after 
Aaron Sharp’s diagnosis. 
In addition to doing 
treatment, Aaron is look
ing at a bone marrow 
transplant in the future 
as well, in order to help 
keep brain damage at 
bay.

Aaron’s grandmother, 
Annette Sharp, said a 
bone marrow transplant 
is the only way to keep 
the brain from swelling 
and causing damage.

“The enzyme replace
ment therapy they give 
him helps with the lower 
part of his body,” she 
said. “He has a swollen 
liver and spleen and so 
the enzymes that he gets 
will help reduce the size 
of those. For the brain, 
the only thing that will 
help will be the bone 
marrow transplant.”

Questions over cost
It’s still such an early 

time for Aaron’s treat
ment, but his mother 
isn’t sure how exactly his 
care will be paid for.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Sharp family at home: mom Angela, Aaron, grandpa J.D. and grandma Annette.
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Aaron and mom Angela Sharp.

Angela Sharp will have 
to take several months of 
work off when her son’s 
bone marrow transplant 
occurs, losing the income 
she would bring in. And

there are still plenty of 
questions over what 
insurance will cover, 
especially with all the 
talk of repealing the 
Affordable Care Act in

the air, since one enzyme 
treatment injection for a 
week can run for about 
$143,000 before insur
ance.

“We have no idea what

to expect. We know it’s 
really, really expensive,” 
Angela Sharp said.

But in came several of 
her friends, with several 
thousands of dollars to

help the young family 
raised in just in the last 
few weeks..

“That’s why when her 
friends heard about that, 
they all decided to get on 
the bandwagon and try to 
help her," Annette Sharp 
said.

A GoFundMe page 
was launched and has 
collected more than 
$13,000 as of Friday 
morning. A fundraiser 
took place at the Buffalo 
Wild Wings on Six Mile 
in Livonia in January as 
well, an event that 
brought in about $1,500.

The generosity of the 
community so far has 
taken Angela and her 
parents by storm, even 
though there are more 
events planned.

Angela Sharp said a 
bone marrow drive will 
take place Feb. 24 at St. 
Aidan’s Catholic Church, 
17500 Farmington, in 
Livonia. The drive will 
hopefully register people 
to donate bone marrow

“We need a good bone 
marrow match for him,” 
she said. “And the likeli
hood that it’s a family 
member is less less than 
a one-in-a-million chance. 
So we’re just reaching 
out to the community.”

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Belleville man named Veteran of the Month by Post 32
George Goulette, a 

World War II veteran 
from Belleville, was 
honored as the February 
2017 Veteran of the 
Month by the Sons of the 
American Legion, Squad
ron 32, of the Myron H. 
Beals American Legion 
Post 32 in Livonia.

Goulette served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1944-46. 
He was born and reared 
on the north side of De
troit, near John R and Six 
Mile. His father was a 
coach driver for the De
partment of Street Rail
ways for the city of De
troit. When Goulette 
turned 15, his father 
decided it was time for 
him to earn a living and 
get a job. He went with 
his father to the DSR 
office, but was told he 
would have to wait until 
he was 15/2. As soon as he 
was of age, he was hired 
by DSR as a serviceman 
for the many buses.

Goulette turned 16 in 
1943 and watched as his 
older brother and many 
of the men in the neigh
borhood entered the war. 
He knew he would even
tually be drafted and he 
didn’t want to be in the 
U.S. Army. He went to 
the navy recruiter’s of
fice in Detroit and filled 
out all the paperwork to 
enlist. He was told the 
minimum age for enlist
ing was 17 and he would 
have to wait.

On Valentine’s Day 
1944, Goulette turned 17

PICASA

George Goulette is Veteran of the Month.

and was told to report to 
the induction center the 
next day. His buddy, also 
navy, told him that there 
were two places they 
send recruits for basic — 
Great Lakes near Chi
cago and Idaho. He told 
Goulette to wait a week 
and he would be sent to 
Great Lakes.

Goulette was too anx
ious and went in anyway. 
He was put on a train and 
sent to Farragut Naval 
■Raining Station on Lake 
Pend Oreille in Bay View, 
Idaho, for six weeks of

basic training. One day, 
he was walking across 
the base and there was 
his buddy. So much for 
inside information, Gou
lette thought to himself.

He completed his 
basic training and was 
sent to the Naval Air 
Technical Raining Cen
ter in Norman, Okla. 
There he was assigned to 
the Aviation Ordinance 
Maintenance group. He 
spent 16 weeks being 
trained to test, assemble, 
fuse, load, download, arm 
and de-arm all airborne

weapons, torpedoes and 
mines for aircraft car
riage. He was then as
signed to the 12th Naval 
Headquarters in San 
Francisco.

“This is it,” he remem
bered thinking. “I’m 
going to fight in this 
war.”

Goulette had assumed 
he would be assigned to 
an aircraft carrier, but 
instead was transferred 
to a small secret airfield 
in Watsonville, Calif., 
approximately 100 miles 
south of San Francisco. 
The airfield he arrived at 
had one grass runway, 
one barracks and one 
hanger when he arrived. 
There was only a two- 
foot fence around the 
base and security was 
tight as many Japanese 
farmers lived in the area.

Goulette spent many 
nights walking guard 
duty armed with a shot
gun and flashlight. “They 
worried about saboteurs, 
but we never had a prob
lem,” he said.

Then the engineers 
arrived and it quickly 
became a multi-strip 
airport loaded with Navy 
F4F Wildcats, F6F Hell
cats and F4U Corsairs. 
The base was also sur
rounded by a tall fence 
with a security gate.

The airfield was an 
auxiliary field to the 12th 
Naval Air Center in Ala
meda, Calif., and was 
primarily used to train 
pilots for duty on aircraft

carriers. The field had 
painted layouts of all the 
carriers where the pilots 
would practice landings 
and takeoffs. There was 
an additional field built 
on the other side of town 
as an auxiliary base for 
blimps from the Moffat 
Air Base in Mountain 
View, Calif.

“The field was busy all 
the time,” Goulette said. 
“Many squadrons of 
40-45 planes each would 
have gunnery practice 
and also fly reconnais
sance missions up and 
down the coastline.”

The pilots and planes 
would then be assigned to 
a carrier and would be 
off to fight the Japanese 
in the Pacific. “It was 
heartbreaking seeing 
those guys leave,” he 
said. “They were as 
young as me and I knew 
many of them would 
never return.”

When the war ended, 
Goulette was sent to San 
Francisco and then to 
Oakland, Calif., where he 
was assigned Shore Pa
trol duty. He was dis
charged in June 1946 
with the rank of Aviation 
Ordinance 2nd Class, 
given $240 in pay and 
hitchhiked back to De
troit.

“I wanted to save all 
the money I could and 
the train was too expen
sive,” Goulette said. “It 
only took a couple of 
days to get home as ev
eryone would give a ser

viceman a ride.”
Goulette worked for 

14 years as an auto me
chanic for the city of 
Detroit before joining the 
Detroit Police Depart
ment. He served 25 years 
as a patrolman in the 16th 
Precinct and retired in 
1982 and moved to Port 
Richie, Fla. He became 
active in the local bicycle 
club. His wife died in 
2012 and Goulette moved 
back to Michigan in 2014 
to live with his son 
Gregg. He has four sons, 
three daughters, six 
grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 
Goulette is a member of 
Post 32 in Livonia.

Goulette was inter
viewed by members of 
the S.A.L. Veteran of the 
Month Committee and a 
DVD was made and 
shown at the Feb. 7 S.A.L. 
membership meeting. A 
plaque was presented to 
Goulette from Livonia 
Rophy with his picture 
and service information. 
An additional plaque was 
also put on display in the 
vestibule of the Amer
ican Legion Hall. The 
S.A.L. invites local resi
dents to attend its month
ly meetings to listen to 
the Veteran of the Month. 
The public is also encour
aged to nominate veter
ans to be honored at its 
meetings. Nomination 
forms can be picked up 
at the American Legion 
Hall, 9318 Newburgh 
Road, Livonia.

*
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Italian American 
Club of Livonia 
lends hand to 

St. Louis Center
The Italian American 

Club of Livonia is made 
up of Italian-American 
descendents who live in 
the western suburbs of 
metropolitan Detroit, 
many of whom are Ro
man Catholics. They 
have a special affinity 
for helping Italian-Amer
ican causes and that love 
extends to St. Louis Cen
ter in Chelsea. It is a 
residential care facility 
for children and adults 
with intellectual and 
developmental disabil
ities and was established 
by the Italian Order of 
the Servants of Charity 
in 1960.

For the past 22 years, 
the club has raised funds 
for SLC through a dinner- 
dance fundraiser in late 
January called the 
Guardian Angel Dinner- 
Dance, benefiting the 
transportation needs of 
the center.

On Jan. 29, almost 200

people visited the club to 
enjoy an Italian-style 
dinner, live music, a si
lent auction, a gift raffle 
and raffle for a mini-bar.

Event chairwoman 
and former club presi
dent Mary Galasso re
ceived the St. Louis Gua- 
nella Humanitarian 
Award from the Servants 
of Charity for her leader
ship in making this event 
a success. “It’s a very 
special honor, but I 
haven’t done what others 
have done. All I do is help 
them so they can realize 
their plans for the future. 
All God wants from any 
of us is to give him our 
yes,” Galasso said.

Following the award 
ceremony, Maria Harris 
of the Italian American 
Club of Livonia Charita
ble Foundation presented 
the Rev. Enzo Addari 
with two checks for 
$7,000 to assist SLC with 
its Legacy Building Cam-

ST. LOUIS CENTER

State Deputy Ken Unterbrink of the Michigan Knights of 
Columbus presents a $25,000 check to Father Enzo.

ST. LOUIS CENTER

Maria Harris of the IACL Charitable Foundation presents two 
checks to Father Enzo.

ST. LOUIS CENTER

Mary Galasso receives the SLG Humanitarian Award with Joe 
Yekulis, Mario Galasso and Father Enzo.

ST. LOUIS CENTER

Father Enzo Addari gives the homily during Mass at the 
Guardian Angel Dinner-Dance.

paign. Kenneth Unter
brink, state deputy of the 
Michigan Knights of 
Columbus, presented

Addari with a check from 
the Michigan State Coun
cil in the amount of 
$25,000 for its 2017 com

mitment to the Legacy 
Campaign and the build
ing of the new St. Louis 
Guanella Village.

For more information 
about St. Louis Center, go 
to www.stlouiscenter.org.

Wayne resident Jennifer Butler and her son Holden.

Mom sends Bright Futures a Valentine
Jennifer Butler

Guest Columnist

February 14 is the day 
we tell the people we 
love all the ways 
they make our lives bet

ter.
This year, my Valen

tine is to a program that 
makes all the difference 
for me and my family, 
and that makes life bet
ter for countless other 
parents, grandparents 
and kids in Wayne. I’m 
talking about the Bright 
Futures after-school 
program at Hoover Ele
mentary in Wayne. Let

February is 'W '^F 
Heart Month!

Protect your heart.
Get screened.
St. Mary Mercy offers convenient and affordable 
screenings to detect disease before symptoms 
and at its earliest and most treatable stage.

Vascular Fit ($49)
Carotid ultrasound 
Ankle-brachial index 
Abdominal aortic ultrasound 
Cardiovascular risk assessment

Heart Fit ($79)
Carotid ultrasound 
Ankle-brachial index 
Abdominal aortic ultrasound 
Blood pressure check 
Body mass index 
Cholesterol screening 
Electrocardiogram 
Cardiovascular risk assessment

Be 1 OO% Confident. Be Remarkable.

St. Joe’s Heart Program
Make heart health a priority. Call 734-655-2959.

me count the ways:
I love Bright Futures 

because the staff there 
truly care about my son, 
Holden, and the other 
kids in the program.
They show it in the way 
they get down to their 
level. They show it by 
their patience with the 
children, even when 
they’ve had a bad day. 
They show it when they 
greet me as I pick my son 
up and give me a report 
of the great achieve
ments he made or areas 
of concern. They are 
truly dedicated to seeing 
our children grow and 
thrive.

I love it because it 
gives my son a chance to 
stretch his imagination in 
creating music, or 
movies, or drawing.

I love it because it 
gives my son help with 
homework and more 
confidence in school.

I love it because it 
connects my son with 
mentors who guide him 
in his thoughts and ac
tions.

I love it because it is 
building leadership and 
character into my son.

Holden has a lot of emo
tion and a lot of energy. 
He tends to draw people 
to him with his sense of 
humor and his kind spir
it. With that “magnetic” 
ability also comes a lot of 
responsibility. Whatever 
his actions are, others 
tend to follow. Holden 
seems to “help” or “hurt” 
the situation depending 
on what kind of day he 
has had.

The staff has chosen 
to recognize the leader in 
him and he, along with 
several other children, 
were guided to form a 
team called the “Chilly 
Dogs.” These kids form a 
group that are desig
nated to help other kids 
who may be having a bad 
day to try to calm them 
down or redirect them. 
This is perfect for a child 
who has a lot of empathy 
to give. He also enjoys 
Level Up, a gaming club, 
and Busy Bees, a busi
ness club.

Experiences like this 
have made my son truly 
love Bright Futures.

It’s hard to be a work
ing parent. You worry 
about your kids all day

long, especially during 
the hours between the 
final school bell and the 
time we get home from 
work. Those hours can be 
some of the most danger
ous for our children be
cause they can get into 
trouble or get hurt. After
school programs keep 
our children safe and 
busy during those hours.

I know I’m not alone in 
my affection for the staff 
and volunteers at Bright 
Futures. All across the 
country, parents like me 
love their kids’ after
school programs. Their 
kids, like mine, love their 
programs, too.

So, this week, as we 
take the time to share our 
love with the people in 
our lives who matter 
most, I’m happy to share 
my appreciation for 
Bright Futures, which is 
making a huge differ
ence for my family by 
allowing me to work, 
keeping my kids safe and 
inspiring them to learn 
and grow.

Wayne resident Jennifer Butler 
is the mom of Holden.

City of Livonia - 01/18/2017 Regular Meeting Synopsis

Present: White, Bahr, Meakin, Kritzman, Brosnan Jolly, and McIntyre 
Absent: None.
Items were received and filed.
#01-17 Approving minutes of the 1,810th Regular Meeting of Council on October 3, 2016.
#02-17 Approving minutes of the 1,815th Regular Meeting of Council on December 19,

2016.
#03-17 Referring subject matter of neighborhood seed grants to the Committee of the 

Whole for its report and recommendation.
#04-17 Referring matter of amending Section 165 of Title 15, Chapter 32 (Property

Maintenance Code) to the Livonia Code of Ordinances, to the Administration for 
its report and recommendation.

#05-17 Approving waiver of sidewalk requirement at 20250 Beatrice Street.
#06-17 Authorizing sale of City-owned property at 8875 Middlebelt Rd.
#07-17 Approving the 2017-2022 Master Parks and Recreation Plan.
#08-17 Accepting the quote by Lexipol, LLC, for an annual subscription of policies and

procedures for law enforcement and fire service, to include continued updates and 
daily training bulletins.

#09-17 Authorizing purchase of four (4) unmarked police vehicles.
#10-17 Authorizing purchase of one (1) 2016 Sewer Cleaning Vactor Truck.
#11-17 Adopting updated Performance Resolution; authorizing various City employees 

to apply for the necessary permit to work within State Highway Right of Way on 
behalf of the City.

#12-17 Authorizing an expenditure not to exceed $11,121.42 payable to Nagle Paving
Company for work in connection with unforeseen asphalt work for Newburgh Road 
Reconstruction Project at the CSX Bridge.

#13-17 Approving Petition 2016-10-02-20, to operate an athletic training facility (Athletic 
Sports & Fitness) at 11844 Hubbard Avenue, subject to conditions; limiting this 
waiver use to this user only.

Councilmember Bahr arrived at 7:11 p.m.
#14-17 Approving Petition 2016-08-08-10, to renovate the existing BP gas station, located 

at 17151 Middlebelt Road, subject to conditions.
#15-17 Approving request for permits for Spree ’67.
#16-17 Approving request to close Stark Road in connection with the SPREE ’67 fireworks 

display.
#17-17 Approving request to display banners advertising SPREE’67.
#18-17 Approving an Animal Sheltering Agreement between the City of Livonia and the 

Michigan Humane Society, for a two-year period commencing December 1, 2016 to 
November 30, 2018.

#19-17 Accepting cash and gifts in the amount of $2,400.00 from various contributors. 
#20-17 Accepting a cash donation of $1,000.00 from Allstate Insurance.
#21-17 Scheduling a closed Committee of the Whole for the purpose of discussing pending 

litigation and Attorney/client privileged communications with respect to Estate of 
Rita H. Hushes v City of Livonia.

#22-17 Scheduling a closed Committee of the Whole for the purpose of discussing pending 
litigation and Attorney/client privileged communications with respect to Deborah 
Mato v City of Livonia.

#23-17 Scheduling a closed Committee of the Whole for the purpose of discussing pending 
litigation and Attorney/client privileged communications with respect to Albert 
Kosis v City of Livonia.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:28 p.m.
Full text of the official minutes is available in the Office of the City Clerk.

Susan M. Nash 
Livonia City Clerk
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ENGAGEMENT COMMUNITY CALENDAR

SUBMITTED

Jamie Lorraine Johnson and Brian Steven Conz II.

Duane and Lorraine Johnson announce the en
gagement of their daughter, Jamie Lorraine John
son, to Brian Steven Conz II, son of Brian and Nat
alie Conz. All are Livonia residents.

An April 22 wedding is planned in Plymouth. The 
groom-and-bride-to-be are 2008 graduates of Ste
venson High School and are high school sweet
hearts. Their wedding day will mark their 10th 
anniversary and one year after the day they be
came engaged. The groom-to-be proposed at Dis
ney World’s Magic Kingdom in front of the castle.

Passages
Obituaries. Memories (* Rememberances

how to reach us:
1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 • www.mideathnotlces.com

Deadlines: Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers 
Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

BINGLEY
WILLIAM “EARL” age 58,
of Luzerne, Michigan passed 
away surrounded by his loved 
ones on February 7, 2017. Earl 
grew up in Northville and is 
survived by his son, William 
Earl “Grant” Bingley, his sisters 
Kimberly Peragine (Frank), 
Pamela Green (Matt), seven 
nieces and nephews and nine 
great nieces and nephews 
along with numerous friends 
and family. Earl was also a 
friend of Bill W. Earl joins his 
loving mother, Martha Bingley, 
his father, William Bingley and 
his amazing step-father, Caron 
Rice. Memorial Services will 
be held February 18, 2017 at 
Farmington Junction 31505 
Grand River Ave. Farmington, 
Ml 48336. Entrance #10. 10-11 
a.m.: Visit with the family, 11 - 
12 p.m.: Memorial Service.

GRISA

FRANK J. “UNCLE FRANK”
Age 90, Died peacefully on 
February 14, 2017. Beloved 
husband of Rose. Loving 
father of Mark (Mary), Heidi 
(the late Michael) Surprenaut, 
Gregg, the late Carl (Jeanne) 
Grisa, Frank (Janice), Duran 
(Shirley), and Dale. Dear 
grandfather of Matthew, Lee, 
Stephanie, Katherine, Mark, 
Anthony M., Jessica, Emily, 
Thomas, David, McKenna, 
Anthony J., Isaac, Erik R., 
Nathan, Michael, Reagan,
Eric D., Miranda and Chloe. 
Great-grandfather of Emily 
and Autumn. Dear brother of 
Verna Burton, Edith Price, Ruth 
King and the late Mark and 
Mildred. Memorial Visitation at 
the R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral 
Home, 15451 Farmington 
Rd., Livonia, Thursday from 
3 - 8 p.m. In state at St.
Aidan Catholic Church, 17500 
Farmington Rd., Livonia, Friday 
from 9 a.m. until Funeral Mass 
at 9:30 a.m. Memorials may be 
directed to Angela Hospice. 
Please share a memory at

www.rggrharris.com.

SANLOR

DALE W. February 6, 2017. 
Age 67 of St. James City, 
Florida. Beloved husband of 
Janice. Loving father of Bill 
(Melanie) and Kim (Jason) 
Murphy. Dearest son-in-law of 
Jean Johnson. Dear brother of 
Debbie (Dave) Nikka. Loving 
grandfather of Devin, Cole, 
Rachel, Madelyn, Austin 
and Robin. Cremation Rites 
entrusted to: Uht Funeral 
Home, 35400 Glenwood 
Rd., Westland. Please view 
memorial and send tributes at

www.uhtfh.com

View Online 
www.hometownlife.com

SCHICIANO

LILLIAN KATHERINE 
(DOLLEE) formerly of 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 
died peacefully Monday, 
February 6, 2017, in 
Greenwich, Connecticut, 
following a long and 
courageous battle with 
Parkinson’s Disease. Mrs. 
Schiciano was born in Detroit, 
Ml September 13, 1928, 
daughter of Alex and Mary 
Csaszar. Following graduation 
from Detroit’s Northwestern 
High School and Michigan 
State University, she was a 
teacher, before embarking 
on a successful career 
in advertising and public 
relations, including positions 
with CBS and Wagner 
Advertising, before founding D. 
Chausar & Associates, whose 
clients included several of 
metropolitan Detroit’s largest 
real estate developers. Prior 
to moving east to be closer 
to family, Mrs. Schiciano 
resided in Bloomfield Hills, Ml, 
where she, and her husband 
Joseph (1926-2012) raised 
their two sons. Mrs. Schiciano 
volunteered at the Michigan 
Chapter of the American 
Cancer Society for many 
years, where she chaired 
some of the organization’s 
most successful fundraisers 
at the time. She was an active 
member of Oakland Hills 
Country Club. Mrs. Schiciano 
is survived by two sons,
Jason of Goldens Bridge,
NY, and Geoffrey of Chicago 
IL, and three grandchildren, 
Logan, Hanna, and Angelo.
She is predeceased by her 
husband of 49 years, Joseph 
S. Schiciano. A celebration 
of Dollee’s life will be held in 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan in 
the near future. Contributions 
in Mrs. Schiciano’s memory 
may be sent to the Michigan 
Parkinson's Foundation,
30400 Telegraph Road, Suite 
150,Bingham Farms, Ml 48025 
(https://www.parkinsonsmi. 
org/) Family Contacts: Geoffrey 
C. Schiciano and Jason C. 
Schiciano at lks020617@gmail. 
com.

"'May. l/ie
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laved one...

...bling,gou peace.

Send calendar items to 
Community Content Editor 
Joanne Maliszewski at 
jmaliszews@ 
hometownlife.com.

Jazz at the Elks
Jazz @ The Elks hap

pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last 
TUesday of each month. 
There is a $10 donation at 
the door, which includes 
hors d’oeuvres. Enjoy 
jazz in a listening room 
setting close to the enter
tainers.

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
brings back the seasoned 
Latin band Nuevo Jazz 
Detroit with Duncan 
Jones on keyboard, Don 
Lewandowski on bass, 
Patrick Fitzgibbon on 
vibes, Chuck Golemba on 
drums, and Jeff LeDuff 
on congas. Enjoy original 
pieces along with old 
favorites.

For more information, 
call 734-453-1780, go to 
www.plyaa325.com or 
email
jazzattheelks@gmail.com

Westland American 
Legion Post 251

Post meetings are the 
first Wednesday of each 
month. Anyone with an 
honorable discharge and 
meets service require
ments is eligible to join 
the American Legion.

Created in 1917, Blue 
Star Service Banners 
were a common sight 
during World War I and 
World War II. Resurrec
ted by the American 
Legion in 2001, the ban
ner is displayed to show 
that a family member is 
currently serving in the 
Armed Forces. Gold Star 
Service Banners are 
displayed to show that a 
family member has died 
while serving. Each star 
represents one family 
member.

Any family who would 
like a Blue or Gold Ban
ner to display can call 
Adjunct Ron Nickels at 
734-455-3415 or the Post 
Commander Bill Acton at 
734-776-5491. There is no 
cost to the family.

For more information, 
go to www.post251.org.

Lightning Robotics
The P-CEP Lightning 

Robotics team is having a 
robot unveil 7-8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 22 in the Canton 
High School Little Thea
ter. Everyone is invited to 
come meet the robot and 
learn about the Lightning 
Robotics team and this 
year’s competition. Can
ton High School is at 8415 
Canton Center Road.

The robotics team’s 
district events are:
March 10-11 at Ann Arbor 
Pioneer High; March 31 
and April 1 at Lake Supe
rior State University; 
state championships are 
April 12-15. No venue has 
been determined yet; 
world championships 
April 26-29 at St. Louis, 
Mo.

Baseline Folk 
Society

BaseLine Folk Society 
will host its 12th annual 
Valentine concert at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18, at 
the JWH Center for the 
Arts at the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council, 
774 N. Sheldon Road, 
Plymouth. Open-mic 
performances from 10 
musical artists, with a 
featured performer at 8 
p.m. Host for February is 
Marty Cohen, who will 
perform two songs and 
introduce the open mic 
performers throughout 
the evening. Cohen is a 
polished pro who has 
been at BaseLine on a 
regular basis for years.

The sign up for Open 
Mic performers is 6:15- 
6:40 p.m. The featured 
performer for February 
is John Rinn, a guitarist 
who sings all his own 
original stuff. He is a 
member of Song Writers 
Anonymous. He begins 
his half-hour perfor
mance at 8 p.m. Season 
schedule is available on 
our Facebook page. For 
more information email, 
bfspresident4u@ 
gmail.com. The JWH 
Center for the Arts is on 
the east side of Sheldon 
on the corner at Junction 
Street.

Multicultural
concert

A Multicultural Music 
Concert is set for 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, at

Newburg United Method
ist Church located at 
36500 Ann Arbor Trail, 
Livonia.. The event is 
sponsored by the Com
mission on Christian 
Unity and Interreligious 
Relationships. This is a 
third annual winter event 
and this year multicultur
al music is the focus The 
event will feature a large 
ecumenical choir with 
churches from across 
Southeast Michigan. 
Musicians and dancers 
from a variety of cultures 
including Native Amer
ican, Japanese, Puerto 
Rican, African, Middle 
Eastern, India, Bangla
desh, American Urban 
and original music from 
local singer/songwriter 
Amy Saari.

Coffee with a cop
The Canton Police 

Department invites resi
dents to pull up a chair, 
grab a cup of coffee and 
get to know their local 
police officers from 10 
a.m. to noon Feb. 25. Ask 
questions, tell them about 
the neighborhood, or 
share concerns. The cof
fee is free and the con
versation is informal and 
informative. It takes 
place at St. Michael Lu
theran Church, 7000 Shel
don Road, Canton.

Garden City Lions 
breakfast

For the 26th consec
utive year, the Garden 
City Lions will host its 
annual pancake breakfast 
8-11:30 a.m. Sunday, 
March 19, at the Garden 
City Moose Lodge No.
538,29137 Ford Road. 
Breakfast includes pan
cakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, juice, milk and 
coffee. Guest chefs are 
members of the Garden 
City Fire Department. 
Cost is adults $5, children 
12 and younger $2. For 
more information, con
tact Bob at 734-612-1775 
or Vicki at 734-524-1330.

Be a Miracle League 
volunteer

The Miracle League in 
Plymouth is in need of 
two coaches for the 2017 
season. Teams will con
sist of players ages 5-11.
If interested, contact 
Shari Bilkie at shari@mir- 
acleleagueplymouth.org

Miracle League player 
registration ends at 4 
p.m. Friday, March 10.

Forgotten
presidents

The Friends of the 
Livonia Civic Center 
Library will present An
nette and Jim McConnell 
on the Forgotten Presi
dents at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 12, at the Livonia 
Civic Center Library. The 
speakers will present 
unique trivia, key 
achievements and fail
ures of the leaders we 
often forget or perhaps 
never knew in the 19th 
century. Annette and Jim 
McConnell have co-au
thored small historical 
books, newsletters and 
other publications. They 
are volunteers for the 
Detroit Historical Soci
ety, the Historical Society 
of Michigan and Friends 
of the Livonia Library. 
They have received the 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Histori
cal Society of Michigan in 
2012.

Wine tasting 
fundraiser

The Friends of the 
Canton Public Library 
and Tony Sacco’s will host 
a Wine & Craft Beer Tast
ing event benefiting the 
Friends from 7-9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, at 
Tony Sacco’s Coal Oven 
Pizza Restaurant, 1663 N. 
Canton Center Road, 
Canton.

Sample red and white 
wines, craft beers, and 
enjoy an appetizer buffet. 
Participants must be 21 
or older to attend. Each 
ticket costs $25; there are 
a limited number of 
tickets available. Pur
chase tickets directly 
from Tony Sacco’s.

Spaghetti dinner
The Plymouth VFW 

No. 6695 will host a spa
ghetti dinner from 5-8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, at 
the VFW, 1426 S. Mill, 
Plymouth. Karaoke will 
follow at 9 p.m. in the 
lounge. Sponsored by the 
VFW Aux. 4th Dist. Pool 
League proceeds will

benefit Camp Thotter for 
Children in Newaygo.

Scrapbooking
SS. Simon & Jude, 

32500 Palmer Road, West- 
land, will host scrap- 
booking from 9 a.m. to 9

.m. Feb. 18. The cost is 
35 for a full day, $20 for 

a half-day. Vendors will 
be on-site. A light break
fast, lunch and dinner, 
plus snacks, will be pro
vided. For more informa
tion, contact 734-721-4867
Yooper pastie 
dinner

The Moose Lodge of 
Garden City will host a 
homemade Yooper Pastie 
dinner 5-7 p.m. Feb. 18, at 
the Moose Lodge, 29122 
Ford Road. Dinner is $6 
and includes pastie of 
your choice, salad and 
homemade cobbler. Also 
the Moose Lodge is tak
ing orders for beef, 
chicken or vegetarian 
pasties that are filled 
with potatoes, onion, 
rutabaga and carrots all 
in a flaky crust. Prices 
are one for $3.50, six for 
$20 or a baker’s dozen 
(13) for $40. These are 
made fresh and are fro
zen and ready for pick up 
after 5 p.m. Feb 18. To 
order, call Kim Dowidait 
at 734-564-5777 or see the 
Moose Lodge bar staff. 
Orders must be placed by 
Feb 13. Proceeds from 
this dinner will help bene
fit Mooseheart and Moo- 
sehaven.

‘Finding Dory' 
shows

The Clarenceville 
Church will host the 
movie “Finding Dory” 
Saturday, Feb. 18, at the 
church, 20300 Middlebelt 
Road, Livonia. Admission 
is free. Registration be
gins at 6:30 p.m. and the 
movie will start at 7 p.m. 
Popcorn and drinks will 
be available. For more 
information or to pre
register, call 248-474-3444 
or email the church at 
clarenceville- 
church@gmail.com.
Camera Club 
featured

Livonia Arts Commis
sion announces that the 
Fine Arts Gallery on the 
second floor of the Bob 
and Janet Bennett Civic 
Center Library will fea
ture the Greater Detroit 
Camera Club Council for 
the month of February.

GDCC is composed of 
members from the 
Grosse Pointe Camera 
Club, Livonia Camera 
Club, the Motor City 
Camera Club located in 
Bloomfield, the Oakland 
Camera Club located in 
Waterford, The Pho
tographic Guild located 
in Southfield, the Seven 
Ponds Nature Center 
Camera Club located in 
Dryden, the Shutterbug 
Camera Club located in 
Detroit, the Toledo Cam
era Club, the West Oak
land Camera Club located 
in New Hudson and the 
Windsor Camera Club. 
These photography clubs 
meet on different days 
and different times but 
share a common interest: 
photography.

Each club has compe
titions in their Electronic 
Imaging Divisions, in
cluding Monochrome, 
Color, Nature and Color 
Creative (altered reality). 
They also have competi
tions in the two Print 
Divisions: Monochrome 
and Color. During the 
year, all of these clubs 
will compete against each 
other in all of the digital 
division as well as print 
division. All of the win
ners from each competi
tion go into the GDCC’s 
End-of-the-Year Print and 
Digital competition.

This month they cele
brate with an end-of-the- 
year banquet and prep
aration for the February 
exhibit.

Seeking volunteers
Compassionate Care 

Hospice seeks caring, 
compassionate volun
teers with big hearts to 
help with patient care 
and companionship, of
fice support, group activ
ities and more.

Volunteer training 
sessions will cover mis
sion and values, confiden
tially, communication and 
listening skills, grief, 
loss, the dying process 
and information perti
nent to serving the needs

of the patients. Interested 
volunteers may also 
choose to receive addi
tional training and serve 
as specialized spiritual or 
bereavement volunteer.

Compassionate Care 
Hospice is a community 
based hospice organiza
tion committed to the 
highest quality of hospice 
care for patients, their 
families and other loved 
ones. Interested volun
teers must complete the 
online application proc
ess prior to training.
Early registration is en
courages as several steps 
are to be completed prior 
to the start of the training 
sessions.

The next new volun
teer orientation is March 
11 and will at the office, 
5730 N. Lilley Road, Can
ton. Contact the Volun
teer Coordinator with 
questions or to apply for 
a brief interview 888-983- 
9050.

Red Wings suite 
raffle

The Livonia Jaycess 
will hold a raffle to win a 
suite package of 20 
tickets and a $300 food 
voucher for the Friday, 
March 24, Red Wings 
game against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. The raffle 
is $20 or three tickets for 
$50. The drawing will be 
March 7 and the winner 
does not need to be pre
sent. Proceeds will go to 
the Jaycees to use to 
improve the community.

To purchase tickets, 
contact the Jaycees at 
734-956-0548 or livonia- 
jaycees@gmail.com or at 
37699 Six Mile, Suite 250, 
Livonia.

Friday Night Glow 
Skate

The Mike Modano Ice 
Arena in Westland hosts 
Glow Skate from 7-9:20 
p.m. each Friday. The 
cost is $8 for kids and $9 
for adults. Skate rentals 
are $3. Everyone re
ceives a free glow acces
sory with purchase. The 
arena is at 6210 Wild
wood.

'Calling them Home'
St. Michael the Arch

angel Parish will offer a 
new Lenten series, “Call
ing Them Home,” for all 
parents, grandparents, 
siblings and others who 
are interested in helping 
their special loved ones 
find their way home to 
the church. The four- 
week series, which will 
meet on consecutive 
Mondays from March 
6-27 in the St. Michael’s 
School cafeteria, will be 
led by well-known Catho
lic author, apologist and 
award-winning “Michi
gan Catholic” columnist 
Gary Michuta, who has 
extensive teaching expe
rience with teens and 
young adults. There is no 
charge or reservation 
required for this series 
and all area Catholics 
who might have interest 
in this subject are wel
come. St. Michael’s is at 
11441 Hubbard Road, just 
south of Plymouth Road, 
in Livonia. For more 
information, contact the 
parish office at 734-261- 
1455, ext. 200 or go to 
www.livonia
stmichael.org.

Weight
management
program

On March 14, St. Mary 
Mercy Livonia will host a 
weight management 
program titled Weigh 
Your Options. Registered 
dietitians will provide 
information to help indi
viduals begin a weight 
loss program. Attendees 
will learn about success
ful weight management 
programs, where to find 
reliable resources and 
healthy activities in the 
community and what is 
needed to develop a 
healthy lifestyle. Partici
pants will learn how to 
read food labels, write 
SMART goals and deter
mine their healthiest 
weight. The class will 
take place 6-7:30 p.m. in 
St. Mary Mercy’s Class
room 2,36475 Five Mile 
Road, in Livonia (ac
cessed from the south 
entrance).

There is a $5 fee for 
this class and registration 
is required. Register at 
stmarymercy.org and 
click on “Classes and 
Events.”
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Trying to time market is always a dicey proposition
Q: I made a mistake 

when it comes to my 
investments that I hope 
you can help me with. 
I'm in my early 40s and 
in good financial shape. 
My salary more than 
covers my living ex
penses and, other than 
a small mortgage, I am 
not in debt. My main 
goal when it comes to 
investing — or I should 
say, my only goal is my 
retirement. I plan to 
work at least another 
20-25 years. I am single 
and have no depen
dents. The day after the 
election, I sold my en
tire portfolio and went 
to cash. I was nervous 
because everyone was 
saying that, if Trump 
won the election, mar
kets would crash and I 
figured I would get 
back in the market 
when things settled 
down. Obviously, I was 
wrong. My question to 
you is, do you think it is

Rick
L, -• ’W Bloom

flk ■ MONEY

Hr H
a good time to get back 
into the market? Do 
you anticipate any 
downturns or a crash in 
the market that I should 
be concerned with? 
Needless to say, I feel 
pretty stupid.

A: First of all, don’t 
feel stupid. I don’t know 
one investor, including 
myself, who has not 
made mistakes when it 
comes to investing. It’s 
the nature of investing 
that you cannot be right 
all the time. There is no 
reason to consider your
self stupid. You should 
look at this as a learning 
opportunity.

When it comes to pre
dicting short-term gyra
tions in the market, it is 
impossible. Sometimes

when it comes to the 
market, good news is bad 
news and bad news is 
good news. Markets are 
irrational over the short 
run. Therefore, I have no 
idea if we will have a 
correction or when the 
next market downturn 
will occur. In addition, I 
have no idea how long 
they will last. I believe 
downturns and correc
tions in the market are 
normal and sometimes 
I’m more concerned 
when they don’t happen 
as opposed to when they 
do happen.

I’ve always believed it 
is a fool’s game to try to 
time the market. When 
you time the market, you 
have to be right twice - 
once when you buy and 
once when you sell. I 
don’t know anyone who 
has been able to do that 
consistently — I don’t 
even try to do it. What I 
tend to focus on is an 
individual’s goals and

objectives. Those are 
more predictable and a 
much better indicator as 
to how you should invest 
your money.

When someone’s goal 
is 20-25 years down the 
road, it is immaterial 
where the market is to
day. The focus is not on 
next week, next month or 
even next year, but 20-25 
years down the road. I 
have no doubt that mar
kets will be substantially 
higher at that point in 
time. For many inves
tors, I would say to just 
jump back in. However, I 
do recognize that no one 
wants to see their in
vestments retreat after 
just buying them.

Another strategy that 
you may want to consider 
is what is known as dol- 
lar-cost averaging. Under 
this strategy, as opposed 
to investing your money 
all at once, you invest it 
on a regular basis over a 
set period of time. As an

example, you may choose 
to get back in the market 
by investing the same 
amount of money month
ly over a six-month peri
od. By investing on a 
regular basis, no matter 
where the market is, you 
tend to reduce some of 
the short-term volatility.

For someone who is a 
conservative investor 
and very concerned with 
short-term volatility, 
dollar-cost averaging is a 
very good strategy to 
follow. If you were to 
follow a dollar-cost aver
aging strategy, six to 
nine months would be a 
good time frame. If you 
consider yourself more 
of a moderate or moder
ately aggressive investor, 
I would probably lean 
toward jumping back in 
the market.

As I mentioned earli
er, every investor, even 
the greats such as War
ren Buffet and Peter 
Lynch, make mistakes

when it comes to invest
ing. What distinguishes 
them is, when they make 
a mistake, they admit it, 
correct it and move on. 
They don’t focus on the 
past; they focus on the 
future.

My advice for inves
tors is that they shouldn’t 
be looking in the rear
view mirror. Like the 
great investors, they 
need to look forward. 
Don’t focus on what is 
happening currently in 
the market, what the 
talking heads are saying 
on TV or even what tan
trums the children in 
Washington are throw
ing. Focus on the most 
important thing — that is, 
what you’re trying to 
achieve with your money.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. If you would 
like him to respond to 
questions, email rick® 
bloomassetmanagement.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS
CPAs firm named 
'Best'

Cole, Newton & Du
ran, CPAs (Cole, Newton 
& Duran) was recently 
named the Best CPA 
Firm in Livonia accord
ing to Friday Musings, a 
Livonia based e-newslet
ter posted at FridayMu- 
sings.com.

“We are very proud 
and honored to have been 
recognized as the best 
accounting firm in Livo
nia for the second con
secutive year,” said Ar
thur Cole, managing 
partner of Cole, Newton, 
and Duran CPAs. “It 
gives our brand added 
credibility with our cli
ents. At Cole, Newton & 
Duran, we have an in
credible corporate cul
ture and focus on ensur
ing our clients receive 
outstanding service and 
valued advice.”

Cole, Newton & Duran 
is headquartered in Livo
nia at 33762 Schoolcraft 
Road. The firm also has 
office locations in Novi 
and Plymouth. There are 
more than 40 employees, 
and practice areas cover 
assurance, tax, advisory 
and consulting.

Livonia property 
sold

Friedman Integrated 
Real Estate Solutions 
recently sold a 33,294- 
square-foot office/flex 
business park at 38019- 
38035 Schoolcraft Road, 
Livonia. The seller, 
38019-38035 Schoolcraft 
Drive Association LLC, 
sold the building to Todal, 
LLC.

Kammeyer

gan chapter of the Wes
ton A. Price Foundation.
Canton resident 
hired

Concorde Holdings, a 
private firm offering a 
full spectrum of services 
and support for financial 
professionals, has hired 
Danielle Kammeyer as 
its new director of bro
kerage operations.

Kammeyer joins Con
corde with 13 years of 
experience in the fi
nancial services industry, 

with a 
focus on 
brokerage 
operations, 
trading, 
brokerage 
compli
ance and 
supervi
sion. Prior

to joining Concorde, she 
served as the manager of 
strategic brokerage oper
ations at Tampa-based 
J.W. Cole Financial Inc., 
where she was respon
sible for the day-to-day 
supervision of brokerage 
activities as well as the 
formulation and imple
mentation of major ini
tiatives within the bro
kerage department.

As Concorde’s Direc
tor of Brokerage Opera
tions, Kammeyer will be 
responsible for the proc
ess and operations of the 
Brokerage Department 
focusing on development 
and implementation, as 
well as identifying areas 
of opportunity for im
provement and increased 
efficiency.

Schoolcraft board sworn in, officers elected
At its organizational and reg

ular meeting on Jan. 25, the Board 
of Trustees of Schoolcraft College 
elected officers for 2017-2018 and 
two trustees — one newly elected 
and one re-elected — were sworn 
in.

William (Bill) P. Erwin Jr., was 
elected to a six-year term during 
the November 2016 election and 
began his six-year term following 
the administration of the oath of 
office by the Honorable Mark 
Slavens, Third Circuit Court of 
Wayne County.

Erwin, a Canton resident, plans 
to retire in 2017 after 35 years in 
the trucking industry. He earned 
a bachelor of arts degree in edu
cation with a concentration in 
music from Wayne State Univer
sity in 2006. He taught as a sub
stitute teacher in many of the 
schools within the Schoolcraft 
College district. He has been ac
tive in the Plymouth-Canton area 
as a Canton Recreation soccer 
coach, Plymouth-Canton Educa
tional Park marching band equip
ment crew chief and a member of 
the Plymouth Symphony. He also 
was the contemporary music 
director for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Plymouth for 10 years 
and is a professional bass player.

Carol Strom, a Livonia resi
dent, received the oath of office 
as a Schoolcraft College Board of 
Thustee member for the fifth 
time. Strom was re-elected for 
her fourth full six-year term as a 
trustee in November 2016. John 
Walsh, director of strategy, Exec
utive Office of Gov. Rick Snyder, 
administered the oath of office to 
Strom. Walsh was a member of 
the Schoolcraft College Board of 
Trustees when Strom began be
gan her service to the college in 
1994 when she was appointed to 
fill a vacancy for a two-year term.

SUBMITTED

John Walsh, director of strategy. Executive Office of Gov. Rick Snyder,
administered the oath of office to Carol Strom of Livionia.

SUBMITTED
Third Circuit Court of Wayne County Judge Mark Slavens administers to the oath 
of office for the Schoolcraft College Board of Trustees to new member William 
(Bill) P. Erwin, Jr. of Canton.

Officers for 2017-18 were also 
elected during the meeting. Ply
mouth resident Brian Broderick 
will serve as chair, Strom was

elected vice chair, Gretchen Ala
niz of Livonia will serve as secre
tary and Livonia resident Eric 
Stempien will be treasurer.

Steve Eisenshtadt, 
senior vice president of 
brokerage services at 
Friedman, and Amit 
Hingorani, associate 
brokerage services at 
Friedman, represented 
the seller in this trans
action.
Promoted in 
Farmington Hills

Rehmann has promot
ed Tony 
DiVito, 
CPA, to 
principal 
in its Far
mington 
Hills loca
tion. DiVi-

DiVito to special
izes in

small business consult
ing, with an emphasis on 
accounting software 
analysis, tax preparation, 
fraud investigation and 
internal controls.

After a business com
bination between Reh
mann and Boyes, Wright, 
Pittman & Co., PLLC, 
DiVito joined the firm in 
2007. He also possesses 
expertise in Form 1099 
reporting, worker classi
fication and payroll tax
es.

DiVito holds a bache
lor’s degree with concen
trations in professional 
accounting and informa
tion systems and a mas
ter's degree in computer 
information systems 
from the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. He 
is a Certified Fraud Ex
aminer, a Certified Ad
vanced QuickBooks 
ProAdvisor and an In- 
tacct Certified Services 
Provider. Additionally, 
DiVito serves as treasur
er of the southeast Michi-

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
Wayne County, Michigan

To all residents and interested parties:
The following legal notices are available for review 

on our website.

The agendas and minutes (including approved ordinances) 
from regular and special Council meetings are available at:

www.gardencitymi.org/AgendaCenter

Current requests for bids and proposals are available at:
www.gardencitymi.org/218/Purchasing

You may also access this information at City Hall or the 
Garden City Library during regular business hours, or in the 
Police Station Lobby 24 hours a day.
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• Federal & State Taxes Major
Credit Card

• Income & Payroll Taxes Accepted

• Criminal & Civil Tax Litigation
• IRS & State Installment Payment Plans
• IRS Settlement Offers-ln-Compromise

Free consultation: (888) 829-3648
www.abrahamandrose.com

Law Offices of Abraham & Rose, P.LC.
30500 Northwestern Hwy., Ste. 410, Farmington Hills

CITY OF LIVONIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 4 of Act 207 of the Public Acts of Michigan 
of 1921, as amended, the City Zoning Act (MSA 5.2934; MCLA 125.584) as well as Article XXIII 
of Ordinance No. 543, as amended, the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Livonia, the Council 
has determined that a Public Hearing will take place before the Council of the City of Livonia 
on Monday, March 6, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., in the Auditorium at City Hall, 33000 Civic Center 
Drive, Livonia, Michigan, with respect to the following item:

PETITION 2017-01-01-01 submitted D S Homes L.L.C., to rezone the property located 
on the north side of Roycroft Avenue between Garden Avenue and Middlebelt Road (29220 
Roycroft Avenue) in the Southwest 1/4 of Section 13, from C-2 (General Business) to R-l 
(One Family Residential - 60’xl20’ Lot).

SUSAN M. NASH, CITY CLERK
Published: Thursday, February 16,2017 L0-0000312387 3x2

ABSTRACT
WAYNE CITY COUNCIL MEETING NO. 2017-04 

February 7, 2017

A Regular Meeting of the City Council was held Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Wayne City Hall, 3355 S. Wayne Rd. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT. Presentation by William 
Wild, Mayor of Fire Service. APPROVED: minutes of Regular City Council meeting of Jan. 
17, 2017; second reading and adoption of Ord. #2017-01; Site Plan #2016-11, Metro Storage; 
budget amendment #2017-10; PSA with Stantec for grant assistance; legal services RFP short 
list; call a special meeting for 2/22/17; call CDBG public hearings 2/21/17 & 3/7/17; contract 
with Orion Solutions for Finance Director search; Fire Department fee schedule; Clerk’s 
Office fee increase for birth & death certificates; 2nd year of mowing contract with US Lawns 
(Michigan Ave); 2nd year of mowing contract with US Lawns (Parks); PSA with Brindlee and 
Westshore Fire for sale of fire truck; Adjourned to Closed Session at 10:52 p.m.; reconvened 
in Open Session at 11:39 p.m. Received and filed Communications and Reports. Adjourned at 
11:39 p.m.

Matthew K. Miller 
City Clerk

Publish: February 16, 2017 10-0000312013 3x3

02-17-0025 Motion by Councilman Porter, seconded by Councilman Gabriel and 
unanimously carried, it was resolved to adopt Ordinance 2017-01, an ordinance to amend the 
codified ordinances of the City of Wayne, as follows:

CITY OF WAYNE 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-01
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WAYNE 
THE CITY OF WAYNE ORDAINS:

Section 1. THAT THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WAYNE BE 
AMENDED BY CHANGES TO THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
WAYNE BY THE REZONING OF PROPERTIES DESCRIBED AS LOTS 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 AND OUTLOTS IN CLARK SUBDIVISION FROM 
R-1C SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO IND-B INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS

Section 2. That this Ordinance shall be published as required by law.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall become effective ten days after enactment and upon 
publication thereof.

Matthew Miller 
City ClerkAdopted: February 7, 2017 

Published: February 16, 2017 
Effective: February 17, 2017
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It was the middle of the 

night and I was snug
gled under a pile of 
blankets. Suddenly, I felt 

nine furry pounds plop 
onto my chest. It was my 
cat, Spunky, demanding 
some loving.

I sleepily stroke her 
fur. She rewards me by 
purring loudly. This hap
pens most nights. We’re 
both contented. It’s a 
marriage made in heav
en. Spunky and I have 
been together for more 
than 10 years. We’re both 
seniors.

Each morning, Spunky 
waits patiently at her 
food bowl for the treats I

toss her way. She sleeps 
much of the day and likes 
to play at night. I was 
never a rabid animal 
lover, but owning pets - 
in my case, cats - has 
certainly enriched my 
life. This column salutes 
our beloved pets.

In 2005, my daughter 
Louise brought two tiny 
kittens to my Redford 
home. They had recently 
been born in the garage

at the home where she 
was living while attend
ing Henry Ford Commu
nity College. The kittens’ 
mother had disappeared. 
I tried unsuccessfully to 
find homes for them, but 
ended up adopting the 
cuties. Spunky is all 
black. Her black and 
white sister I named 
Domino.

A few months later, 
Spunky and Domino 
comforted me when I 
began chemotherapy for 
treatment of breast can
cer. They stood vigil as I 
lay on the sofa, weak and 
nauseated. The kitties 
came along when I sold

my house and moved to a 
Livonia apartment. Sadly, 
I had to surrender Dom
ino to the Humane Soci
ety after she and Spunky 
began fighting. I hope 
she was adopted into 
another loving family.
It’s tough to lose a pet. 
Three of my friends 
grieved mightily when 
their pets died.

My three children all 
have pets, three dogs and 
three cats among them. 
My friends and I often 
share stories about our 
pets, much as we brag 
about grandchildren.

I first met sweet, gen
tle Molly, a comfort cat, a

few years ago. Molly and 
her human mommy, Frie
da Alderman, regularly 
visited the residents at 
the Village of Redford. 
Bringing cheer to the 
nursing home was Mol
ly’s task and she was 
excellent. Now retired 
from comfort duties, 
Molly hangs out at the 
Redford home she shares 
with Alderman.

My friend Pat Klein of 
Redford has rescued and 
adopted many cats over 
the years. She watched 
over Spunky for several 
weeks two years back, 
when I recovered from 
back surgery. Her cur

rent cat is Tillie, much 
loved and well cared-for.
I call my pal the cat whis
perer.

“Come to Auntie Pat,” 
she croons to Spunky, 
hiding under the bed 
when it’s time for a trip 
to the vet. How does 
Spunky know a visit to 
the doctor is on her cal
endar? But out she comes 
for the cat whisperer.

Being a pet owner is a 
great responsibility, but 
the rewards are tremen
dous.

Arlene Funke writes a monthly 
column about life in Redford.

LETTERS

National security a 
mess

Just 24 days into the 
Thump regime, Gen. Mi
chael Flynn resigned 
after allegations he lied 
to Vice President Pence, 
Chief of Staff Reince 
Previus and Press Secre
tary Sean Spicer. All were 
lied to by Flynn, who 
claimed lifting of sanc
tion against Russia were 
never discussed by him 
before the election. Flynn 
now admits he may have 
inadvertently misled key 
Thump officials and even 
Thump himself.

Thump National Secu
rity apparatus has been 
and is in turmoil. This 
while an American plane 
and a Chinese plane near
ly collided over the North 
Chiba sea, North Korea 
launches a ballistic mis
sile. The Middle East is a 
daily explosion.

Thump named Keith 
Kellogg, Flynn’s deputy, 
as Flynn replacement. 
Somehow, this does not 
seem comforting to our 
National Security. Na
tional Security concerns 
seem to be the a prime 
concern of Thump when 
he focuses on immigra
tion but China, North 
Korea, Iran, Iraq, Syria 
seems to be a much big
ger concern to the Amer
ican public.

Time is of the essence 
for Thump to get his act 
together and focus on 
those priorities of great
est concern to the U.S. 
Ripping mothers from 
their children certainly 
should not be a Trump 
priority when his Nation
al Security team was and 
now is in shambles.

Gerald Maxey 
Farmington Hills

Are we getting what 
we voted for?

Let’s withdraw our 
support for NATO coun
tries because too many 
countries are not paying 
their fair share.

In Mr. Thump’s mind 
this is a very valid reason 
— however, it is also ill- 
advised dialogue coming 
from a man who takes 
pride in not paying any 
personal U.S. income 
taxes and not disclosing 
any tax returns showing 
how much his fair share 
ought to be.

How about the im
migration ban? Closing 
the US borders to all who 
are entering from seven 
hand-picked countries. 
The reason for this: be
cause that’s where the

terrorists have come 
from. Did he forget about 
the 9/11 attack where the 
terrorists entered the 
U.S. via Saudi Arabia? Of 
course not, but he did 
remember all of his fi
nancial partners in the 
Middle East, including 
Saudi Arabia. The region 
also includes Dubai 
which has a multimillion- 
dollar Thump Golf Resort 
and Qatar that has a ma
jor airport, which has an 
office in the New York 
Thump Tower.

The major regional 
property development 
company (DAMAC) is 
located in Dubai and the 
chairman of its board was 
invited to the January 
inauguration ceremony.
A second board member 
spent 15 years doing busi
ness within the borders 
of both Syria and Iraq 
two of the seven coun
tries. If you would like to 
purchase one of their 
three-bedroom town- 
houses surrounded by a 
Trump golf course, they 
start at $1.4 million.

Mr. Thump’s presi
dential focus seems to 
remain on voter fraud.
On Jan. 25, he tweeted 
that he will be asking for 
an investigation, includ
ing those who are regis
tered to vote in two 
states.(This is not a crime 
until it is discovered you 
voted twice.) On Jan. 27 
the New York Times 
listed four Thump appoin
tees and his youngest 
daughter as those regis
tered in two states. We 
will have to wait to see 
just how far any investi
gation will go.

We can only hope that 
the Republican-con- 
trolled Congress will 
oppose his rhetoric and 
take control of our fu
ture.

Jim Brenner
Redford

Is Trott afraid to 
meet?

Residents of Michi
gan’s 11th Congressional 
district are angry be
cause our Rep. Dave 
Thott refuses to hold a 
town hall to meet with us 
in person. His last in- 
person town hall was held 
April 9,2015. That’s near
ly 700 days ago. It seems 
as though Thott is afraid 
to meet with us.

In a feeble attempt to 
meet constituent de
mands for a meeting,
Thott held a “tele town 
hall” on Feb. 7,2017. A 
“tele town hall” is ba
sically a conference call.

We signed up online, gave 
our phone numbers, and 
were supposed to receive 
a call at the time of the 
meeting. My call never 
came, so I went on T\vit- 
ter and Facebook, and 
hundreds of others never 
got the call either. Fur
thermore, from reading 
the tweets and posts, it 
seems that registered 
Republicans received 
their calls and the meet
ing mainly consisted of 
softball questions. Was 
the whole thing rigged? 
Sure seems that way, but 
I guess we’ll never know 
for sure. Maybe it was 
just gross incompetence 
that led to a failure with 
the technology used to 
hold the meeting. Howev
er, one thing I do know 
for sure is that cowards 
do not belong in Con
gress.

Heather Gatny
Plymouth

Still can't find Trott
I’m sorry to say that 

this “town hall” was not 
accessible to me. The 
only link I had to it was 
the Google link to signed 
up. They didn’t do me any 
good because when I 
went there the sign-up 
was full. There was no 
link to indicate where the 
actual town hall link was.

I went to Trott's Face- 
book page and his Twitter 
page and there were no 
links there either.

Oh, I forgot to mention 
that Tbott sent an email at 
the last minute to say that 
his town hall was re
scheduled from 5 o’clock 
to 6 o’clock. He did not 
send a link to the town 
hall online so that people 
could easily join.

This is exactly the 
kind of constituent eva
siveness that Trott has 
shown in the past.

I am astonished and 
saddened that his oppo
nent Dr. Anil Kumar, did 
not beat him in the 2016 
election

Colleen Crossey
Novi

Not natural growth
Art Van Furniture has 

been acquired by private 
equity firm Thomas H. 
Lee Partners based out
side of Michigan in Bos
ton, Massachusetts. The 
news releases claim this 
is natural growth of Art 
Van and indicate this is a 
normal step in the growth 
of any company.

That is far from the 
case.

Private equity is a 
source of investment

capital from high net 
worth individuals and 
institutions for the pur
pose of investing and 
acquiring equity owner
ship in companies. This 
means a group of individ
uals have a pile of cash 
and are unable or un
willing to invest in other 
financial channels.

These individuals 
want a guaranteed return 
on a regular schedule. 
Like corporate raiders 
they are not interested in 
the true value of any 
company. All that matters 
is that there is a definite 
and seemingly regular 
flow of cash.

Art Van was sold to a 
company intent on ex
tracting profit from an 
income stream to which 
they add no value. As 
with telecommunications 
giant Avaya, which re
cently declared bank
ruptcy, they are at a criti
cal juncture. If manage
ment had gone public the 
resulting wealth created 
would have increased the 
real value of the compa
ny.

Private equity reduc
tion works more slowly 
than a corporate raid but 
still is not valuable as a 
reasonable means for 
generating wealth. It is a 
one-way deal.

Avaya’s recent bank
ruptcy turned a leading 
American innovator in 
telecommunications into 
a beggar. We all pay the 
price when someone 
takes the easy way to 
easy street.

Don’t you agree?
Alfred Brock

Wayne

Normalizing hate
Carol Maynard (Let

ters, Feb. 2) may not 
personally hate immi
grants, the disabled, peo
ple of color or the mil
lions who marched the 
day after Inauguration 
and at dozens of airports 
the weekend after that.

And yet, the person 
Ms. Maynard voted for, 
and many of his closest 
advisers, are a very dif
ferent story. The events 
of the past few weeks — 
things the president ad
vocated for and promised 
before the election, but 
which “reasonable” peo
ple assumed to be cam
paign rhetoric — are 
driven by strongly nega
tive impulses. Beliefs 
that inner cities are 
burned-out, poverty rid
dled war zones; that 
“criminal aliens” regular
ly commit countless vio
lent crimes even as “bad 
dudes” pour across the

border hoping to kill 
decent Americans; but 
most of all, that America 
can be made great again 
only if Americans em
brace fear and accept 
that only a “strong lead
er” can save us.

Ms. Maynard doesn’t 
hate, she just cannot yet 
see that her vote helped 
normalize hatred in oth
ers — hatred of others. 
She could have ignored a 
pink handmade sign car
ried by a friendly, kind- 
hearted social worker, 
maybe even said that 
though she does not agree 
with Colleen Crossey’s 
opinion, she supports her 
right to express it. In
stead, she pretends the 
sign is explicitly aimed at 
her, stoking an outrage 
that comes across as 
fake, perhaps to suppress 
Ms. Crossey’s willingness 
to speak her mind in the 
future. This is how our 
culture is coarsening.

Herb Helzer 
Northville

Media does matter
U.S. citizens are living 

in surreal times under an 
autocracy led by an ego
tistic, emotionally stunt
ed con artist who is the 
puppet of a racist, dis
gusting “adviser” and 
supported by a cowardly 
Congress. The first few 
weeks have been chaotic, 
laws have been broken, 
serious mistakes might 
have proved disastrous. 
The Nov. 8,2016, presi
dential election was sto
len from Hillary Clinton 
with the help of the Rus
sian government, plus 
Mr. Comey of the FBI.

Opponents of this new 
regime will continue to 
protest in the streets in 
order to restore democra
cy. Citizens will contact 
senators and representa
tives. A major problem is 
how do individuals re
ceive true news and in
formation when the pow
erful in D.C. and certain 
media outlets offer “al
ternative “ facts, fake 
news and lies.

Media matters. We 
must be aware of the 
major networks, plus the 
people they hire. As an 
example, NBC and 
MSNBC have made some 
questionable choices 
recently. One can find 
fault with some aspects 
of Facebook, yet I find 
such sites as Moveon.org, 
Buzz, Proud Democrat, 
YouTUbe and even “Sat
urday Night Live!” help
ful in encouraging per
sons to form grassroots 
efforts to hold officials 
accountable, patriotic

people post reasonable 
ideas and possible solu
tions in restoring democ
racy.

I suggest citizens read 
reputable newspapers 
and magazines: the New 
York Times, the Washing
ton Post, The Nation, The 
New Yorker. All are avail
able online. We should be 
familiar with the more 
conservative views, too.

Have hope, be vigilant 
and active. Start now to 
help restore democracy 
in the 2018 elections. 
Hannah Provence Donigan

Commerce Township

Speak up, contact 
legislators

As a proud, former 
Michiganian, raised in 
Oakland County, it is 
distressing to hear what 
is happening today. Ital
ian author Umberto Eco 
was a man who under
stood the influences and 
results of fascism. He 
wrote that fascism was 
not a concrete political 
system, but a collection 
of behaviors that, taken 
together, forged some
thing incomprehensible. 
“Fascism was a fuzzy 
totalitarianism,” he 
wrote. “A collage of dif
ferent philosophical and 
political ideas, a beehive 
of contradictions.”

In 1995, Eco made a 
visionary prediction. 
“There is in our future a 
TV or Internet populism, 
in which the emotional 
response of a selected 
group of citizens can be 
presented and accepted 
as the Voice of the Peo
ple." I would appear that 
is exactly where we are 
now. The president’s 
fascism is new. It’s a 
reality-TV kind of fas
cism. Typically Amer
ican, designed to enter
tain and fed by the In
ternet. The president is 
its prophet.

One need not look any 
further than to see the 
rapid rise of xenophobia 
in our country, how it has 
completely polarized its 
citizens.

Whatever can we do 
about this vile move
ment?

You can find your 
congressional repre
sentative and your sena
tor online. But be patient, 
as their boxes may be 
filled temporarily due to 
the overwhelming re
sponse to what is occur
ring today. It seems to me 
that this may be the only 
way to practice democra
cy in action today.

Dennis Kostecki 
Former Michiganian

Sausalito, Calif.

Notice to Taxpayers 
Charter Township of Redford 
March 2017 Board of Review

Notice is hereby given that the 2017 March Board of Review for the Charter Township of 
Redford will meet at the Redford Township Hall, 15145 Beech Daly Road Redford, Michigan 
48239 in the Board Room for the purpose of reviewing the 2017 Assessment Roll.
Appeals will be heard BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. You must call the Assessor’s Office at 
(313) 387-2730 to schedule your appeal.

THE BOARD WILL MEET ON THE DATES AND TIMES INDICATED BELOW.

Tuesday March 7, 2017 Organization Meeting 11:00 A.M.
Thursday March 9, 2017 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Friday March 10, 2017 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Monday March 13, 2015 3:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Thursday March 16, 2015 3:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Friday March 17, 2015 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

THE BOARD OF REVIEW PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A TAXPAYER TO PROTEST 
THE VALUATION PLACED ON THE ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR THE YEAR 2017. 

NON-RESIDENT APPEALS BY MAIL WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH MARCH 17, 2017.

ATTENTION POVERTY APPEALS: PLEASE CONTACT THE ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE FOR POVERTY APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AT (313) 387-2730.

GARTH J. CHRISTIE, CLERK 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF REDFORD
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City of Livonia - 01/30/2017 Regular Meeting Synopsis

Present: Kritzman, Brosnan Jolly, White, Bahr, and McIntyre
Absent: Meakin
Items were received and filed.
#24-17 Approving minutes of the 1,816th Regular Meeting of Council on January 18,

2017.
#25-17 Approving the request to waive the city’s noise ordinance to allow a car show 

with a DJ at Saint Collette’s Catholic Church on Saturday, June 3, 2017.
#26-17 Approving reappointment ofVahan Nazarian to Livonia Board of Review.
#27-17 Approving location and schedule of dates and times for the 2017 Board of Review 
meetings, as well as compensation rates for members.
#28-17 Authorizing purchase of two (2) new Avid Systems, including set up of the 
workstation PC, a LED-LCD TV monitor, wall mounts, disc drive and the AVID systems, to 
upgrade current equipment from Keycode Media.
#29-17 Accepting bid of Jacobson, A Textron Company for the lease of 23 pieces of
equipment to be used to maintain the Fox Creek, Whispering Willows and Idyl Wild golf 
courses.
#30-17 Authorizing a Lease-Purchase Agreement with Wells Fargo Financial Leasing, 
Inc., in order to finance the purchase of said equipment from Jacobson, A Textron Company, 
for the lease of 23 pieces of equipment to be used to maintain the Fox Creek, Whispering 
Willows and Idyl Wild golf courses.
First Reading was given to an ordinance amending Chapter 30 (Smoking in Public Places) 
of Title 8 of the Livonia Code of Ordinances, as amended.
First Reading was given to an ordinance amending Section 32 of the Zoning Map and 
amending Article III of Ordinance 543, as amended, known and cited as the City of Livonia 
Zoning Ordinance.
#31-17 Approving the assessment roll for Arbor Trail Estates Site Condominiums.
#32-17 Approving Petition 2016-11-01-07, to rezone the property located on the south 
side of Five Mile Road between Farmington Road and Shadyside Street (33233-33243 Five 
Mile Road), from PL (Public Land) to C-l (Local Business).

Meeting Adjourned at 7:13 p.m.
Full text of the official minutes is available in the Office of the City Clerk.

Susan M. Nash 
Livonia City Clerk
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Livonia police seek video game theft suspect
David Veselenak

hometownlife.com

Livonia police are 
asking for help identify
ing a suspect wanted in 
connection with the theft 
of several video game 
systems.

Police say the suspect, 
described as a male about 
6 feet tall, walked into the 
Gameplay shop at 29462 
Seven Mile in the Livonia 
Marketplace shopping 
center during the after
noon of Feb. 4 and walked

S
 out with 

four Nin
tendo 2DS 
gaming 
systems 
without

livonia police paying for
Suspect them.

Police
say the

suspect has been back to 
the store on several occa
sions and has taken four 
other gaming systems, all 
worth several hundreds 
of dollars.

The thefts were dis

covered after employees 
at the shop reviewed 
security footage, and 
those images were posted 
on the police depart
ment's Facebook page.

Police say the suspect 
is about 160 pounds, was 
unshaven and had a mus
tache. Anyone with in
formation on these cases 
is encouraged to call a 
Livonia police detective 
at 734-466-2328. Callers 
can remain anonymous.

dveselenak@hometownlife. com

LIVONIA POLICE BRIEFS
Catalytic converter 
taken

A resident in the 8900 
block of Hugh came to 
the Livonia police station 
Monday to report his 
catalytic converter miss
ing.

He said he parked his 
car in front of his home 
the night before and 
came out that morning to 
find his vehicle was mak
ing a loud noise when he 
started it. After check
ing, he discovered his 
catalytic converter had 
been taken. No suspect 
information was avail
able.

Another stolen 
catalytic converter

Police were called 
Monday to a home in the 
9000 block of Oporto on a 
call of a stolen catalytic 
converter.

The resident told po
lice he parked his car in 
front of his residence the 
day before and locked it. 
When he came out that 
day, he heard how loud 
the car was when he 
started it.

He then noticed the 
catalytic converter had 
been taken.

Retail fraud

Police were called 
Saturday evening to Tar
get, 20100 Haggerty, on 
the report of a retail 
fraud suspect who had 
fled the store.

After the call, police 
on Interstate 96 noticed a 
vehicle that matched the 
description of the one the 
suspect drove away. 
Police pulled the car over 
and discovered the driv
er had several bags from 
Target. She was detained 
and employees were able 
to describe her appear
ance as the suspect. She 
was arrested. Target 
employees said she was 
seen selecting several 
items and placing them 
into bags.

She was then seen 
leaving without paying 
for the items, even 
though an employee 
attempted to stop her.
She did not stop and left 
the store, getting into a 
vehicle and driving away.

Computer taken
Police were dis

patched Friday evening 
to Doc’s Sports Retreat, 
19265 Victor Parkway, on 
the report of a larceny

from auto that had taken 
place.

The victim told police 
he parked his vehicle 
outside the restaurant 
and went inside for a few 
hours. When he came out, 
he discovered one of the 
vehicle’s windows had 
been smashed and sever
al items were missing, 
including a laptop com
puter, USB drive and a 
backpack.

Wallet stolen
A resident in the 17200 

block of Deering came to 
the police station Friday 
to report her wallet had 
been stolen from her 
vehicle.

She said she parked 
her car in the driveway 
of her home the night 
before and left the doors 
unlocked. The next day, 
she found her wallet was 
no longer in the vehicle.
It contained her Social 
Security card, Bridge 
card, debit card and ID 
card. There was no dam
age to the vehicle and 
nothing else appeared 
stolen.

- Compiled from reports filed 
with the Livonia Police 
Department.

WAYNE POLICE BRIEFS
Car theft reported

Wayne police were 
dispatched the afternoon 
of Feb. 9 on the report of 
a stolen vehicle from 
Payless Used Cars, 31615 
Michigan Ave.

The owner told police 
he noticed a vehicle was 
missing from the lot, 
even though the keys 
remained on the ring. 
Security footage showed 
a suspect hop out of a 
vehicle that pulled up in 
the parking lot. After a 
while, footage showed 
the missing vehicle driv
ing away from the lot 
about 15 minutes later 
after the other vehicle 
had pulled up. Police 
reviewed the footage and 
searched the lot for evi
dence. The employee 
said the car was taken 
without the keys and was 
unlocked at the time.

Furnace, hot water 
heater taken from 
home

A listing agent for a 
home in the 32300 block 
of Carlisle Parkway filed 
a report with police Feb. 
9 over the theft of a fur

nace and hot water heat
er.

The agent said it ap
peared both were taken 
from the home. Both 
appeared in the home 
during an inspection Jan. 
26. There were no signs 
of forced entry.

Vehicle damaged
Police received a re

port Saturday afternoon 
from a resident in the 
33400 block of Morris on 
the report of damage to 
his vehicle.

He discovered some
one broke the back win
dow of the vehicle and 
left broken glass every
where. He called his 
brother to pick him up

and they then went to 
work.
Window smashed 
on vehicle

A resident in the 34900 
block of Ash filed a po
lice report Feb. 8 over 
damage to their vehicle.

The resident said it 
appeared a heavy object 
was used to dent the 
vehicle’s roof, and some
one had shattered a glass 
window. A second vehi
cle’s window was also 
shattered. Nothing ap
peared missing from the 
vehicle.

- Compiled from reports filed 
with the Wayne Police 
Department.

Casterline

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE 

CITY OF LIVONIA
BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING - 2017

You are hereby notified pursuant to chapter VIII Section 6, of the Charter of Livonia, the 
Board of Review will conduct Public Hearings on the following dates in the Board of Review 
Conference Room of the Assessor’s Office in the City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, 
Michigan and such additional meetings as may be necessary for the purpose of reviewing the 
assessment roll for the year 2017 and hearing any taxpayers deeming themselves aggrieved 
by the said assessments.

The meetings of the Board of Review provide the only opportunity after March 7, 2017 for 
property owners to present protests or suggestions relative to the assessed valuation placed 
on property by the Assessor for the year 2017. Property owners deeming themselves aggrieved 
by the assessments will have the opportunity to be heard and may obtain further information 
from the Office of the City Assessor.

First Session
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

March 7, 2017 
March 9, 2017 
March 10, 2017

Organizational Meeting 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.

9:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m. 
1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m.

Second Session
Monday March 13, 2017
Tuesday March 14, 2017
Thursday March 16, 2017
Friday March 17, 2017

9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.

1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m. 
1:30p.m. - 9:00p.m. 
1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m. 
1:00p.m. - 3:00p.m.

Pursuant to Public Act No. 165, Public Acts of 1971, we hereby give notice that the following 
tentative ratio and multipliers will be used to determine the State Equalized Value (S.E.V.) 
for the year 2017.

CLASS RATIO S.E.V. FACTOR (MULTIPLIER)
Agricultural 50.00 1.0000
Commercial 50.00 1.0000
Industrial 50.00 1.0000
Residential 50.00 1.0000
Personal 50.00 1.0000

Note: Appointments for the Board of Review may be made beginning Monday, February 20, 
2017 by calling the Assessor’s Office at 734.466.2220.

Linda Gosselin, Assessor
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Woman charged in Livonia 
bank robbery sent to prison

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

A Redford Township 
woman will spend at 
least the next nine years 
in prison after taking a 
plea deal over several 
bank robbery charges 
stemming from several 
cases in Livonia.

Laura McCarthy, 54, 
was sentenced Friday in 
Detroit’s Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice to serve 
9-20 years after taking a 
plea deal. McCarthy was 
originally accused of 
robbing several banks in 
both Livonia and Red
ford last fall, including a 
Chase Bank and a Citi
zens Bank on Plymouth 
Road in Livonia.

Two counts of bank 
robbery and two counts 
of false report or threat 
of terrorism were dis
missed as a part of the

plea deal, 
according 
to online 
court 
records, 
and in 
exchange, 
McCarthy 
pleaded 
guilty to 

two counts of armed 
robbery. Police say Mc
Carthy passed a note to 
tellers at two financial 
institutions, insinuating 
there was a bomb in the 
building and asking for 
money.

She is expected to be 
eligible for parole in 
2025, after she’s served 
the minimum of her 
sentence at the Huron 
Valley Women’s Correc
tional Facility near Ypsi
lanti. Her maximum 
discharge date is 2036, 
according to online Cor
rections records. She

received credit for the 
90 days she spent in the 
Wayne County Jail 
awaiting trial.

McCarthy was arrest
ed shortly after several 
bank robberies were 
reported Nov. 12 on the 
south side of Livonia. 
Police located and ar
rested her as she was 
walking down a side 
street. She was stopped 
and police located sever
al thousands of dollars 
on her person, as well as 
a glove police say was 
used to pass a note to 
tellers.

Police say she was 
also believed to be re
sponsible for a pair of 
bank robberies that took 
place in Livonia and 
Redford back in Septem
ber.

dveselenak@
hometownlife. com

Livonia police arrest suspect 
in meet-up theft case

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Livonia police say 
they’ve arrested a man 
accused of stealing cash 
last month during a 
meet-up involving an 
online transaction.

Ali Wehbe Hakim, 18 
of Westland was arrest
ed last week by Livonia 
police after they say he 
stole $400 from an indi
vidual looking to buy an 
iPhone. Since his arrest, 
he has been charged 
with larceny from a 
person in Livonia’s 16th 
District Court. He was 
given a bond of $50,000 
cash or surety and re
mains locked up in the 
Wayne County jail as of 
Tuesday afternoon.

Police say Hakim met 
an individual who con
tacted him through Of- 
ferUp, an app designed 
to connect buyers and

sellers of 
goods 
online.
The wom
an wanted 
to pur
chase an 
iPhone. 
The meet
ing to 

discuss the sale of an 
iPhone was made and 
the two met Jan. 30 in a 
parking lot near School
craft and Farmington.

During the meeting, 
the victim had several 
hundreds of dollars in 
cash in her hand, but 
asked to see the phone to 
make sure it worked. 
Before that exchange 
took place, police say 
Hakim grabbed the 
money out of the wom
an’s hand and ran off on 
foot. Security footage 
from the nearby KFC 
showed the suspect 
running across the park

ing lot and getting into a 
vehicle there before 
driving away.

Through an investiga
tion, police were able to 
identify the suspect, 
which led to his arrest. 
He is due back in the 
Livonia courthouse 
March 2 for a prelimi
nary examination. If 
convicted, Hakim faces 
up to 10 years in prison.

Livonia police encour
age those looking to buy 
and sell online through 
services such as Of- 
ferUp and Craigslist to 
make transactions at the 
police department. The 
department also offers a 
service for Livonia resi
dents to check and see if 
an item being bought is 
registered as stolen.

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

ST. MARY MERCY 
W LIVONIA

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

The Center for Joint Replacement
................................... ...-....... I........ -..... . ' :

Rediscover Freedom

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
122 West Dunlap Street 

Northville, Michigan 48167 
248-349-0611 

www.casterlinefuneralhome.com 
Roxanne Atchison-Casterline, owner 
Courtney Casterline-Ross, manager 

Lindsey Casterline-Dogonski, manager

Are you living in pain? 
Now is the time to 
Rediscover your mobility.

The Center for Joint Replacement 
at St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a 
comprehensive team approach 
to your care.

Our expert staff will answer your 
questions, discuss joint pain, joint 
replacement procedures, and implant 
options. Learn about our pre-surgical 
classes, choosing a personal coach, 
specialized physical therapy and 
what to expect post-surgery.

Our clinical expertise and team 
approach means shorter hospital 
stays, better pain management 
and faster recovery.

Designated as a

Blue
Dis Unction"
Cantor kx Kiwe and Hip

For more information, visit 
stmarymercy.org

To learn more, 
attend one of our 
FREE Educational 
Seminars 
6 to 8 p.m.

Wednesday, February 22 
Thursday, March 23 
Wednesday, April 19 
Classroom 10 

To register for 
a seminar, call 
734-655-2400.
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Manager’s Special
2015 Lincoln MKZ 
Hybrid FWD

Financing as low asClimate Control 
Keyless Start 

Only 36,366 miles

NOW ONLY

$19,995
2011 Lincoln XI k\ I XX I)2013 Lincoln Navigator I. 1XVI) 2015 Lincoln MKX XXX 11

VARSITYVARSITY Power Steering 
Bluetooth Connection 
Only 55,879 miles

Bluetooth Connection 
Rear Bench Seat 

Only 20,502 miles

• Bluetooth Connection

• Climate Control

• Only 13,550 miles

NOW ONLY

SWZ95
NOW ONLY

$31,995
NOW ONLY

*29,995
2015 Lincoln MKZ I M I) 2015 Lincoln MKZ AM I)

VARSITY VARSITY
■ Multi-Zone A/C 

Remote Engine Start 

Only 14,739 miles

NOW ONLY

*2$,.9.95

• Leather Seats

• Keyless Start

• Only 5,732 miles

NOW ONLY

$25,995

• Traction Control

• Stability Control

■ Only 26,948 miles

NOW ONLY

^5,.9.95

2015 Lincoln Navigator IXX 112013 Lincoln Navigator IXVI)2011 Lincoln XI kS I coBoost XXX I)

• Climate Control

• Keyless Entry

• Only 29,054 miles

NOW ONLY

*22,995

• Bluetooth Connection

• Satellite Radio

• Only 51,881 miles

NOW ONLY 
SQT GOT

• Bucket Seats

• Climate Control

• Only 35,658 miles

NOW ONLY

*45,995
2015 Lincoln XI kZ XXX I) 2013 Lincoln XI kN I XX I) 201 I Lincoln XI kT LcoBoosl XXX I)

varsity
• Keyless Start

• Bluetooth Connection

• Only 25,458 miles

NOW ONLY

*22,.9.95

• Bluetooth Connection

• Satellite Radio

• Only 24,635 miles

NOW ONLY

«25„9.95

• Keyless Entry

• Multi-Zone A/C

• Only 31,092 miles

NOW ONLY

W.9.9.

VARSITY Check It Out!
2015 Lincoln 
MKXAWI)

VARSITY• Bluetooth Connection

• Climate Control

• Only 27,196 miles

NOW ONLY

*2#,.9.95
Multi-Zone A/C 
Remote Engine Start 
Only 26,772 miles

VARSITY
• Multi-Zone A/C

• Bucket Seats

• Only 20,293 miles

NOW ONLY

$25,995

NOW ONLY 

$28,995

■ tfaBSKT Y MGMally
HI LINCOLN 18 Years in a Row!

Find out why.
Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi 

(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com

Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Go!

Complimentary 6-Year/lOO,OOO-Mile 
Warranty on Every Certified 

Pre-Oxvned Lincoln!

STK #: 43540

STK #: 43647

STK #: 43157

OPEN
SATURDAYS

LINCOLN
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

Meticulous 200-point inspection by 

factory trained technicians 

6-year / 100,000-mile comprehensive 

warranty coverage

Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

Grand River at Wixom Rd in Novi 

(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com

THE SALE IS ON...SAVE THOUSANDS
“Based on 1/2017 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. 'As low as 0.9% APR for up to 48 months on 
select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does 
not include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 2/28/17.
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PREP WRESTLING

Shamrocks send 14 to Saline regional
CC wins 10 district 

titles; Franklin, Glenn 
each qualify eight

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

It was a dominating week, to 
say the least, for the Novi De
troit Catholic Central wrestling 
team.

The host Shamrocks cap
tured their MHSAA Division 1 
team district Feb. 8 with an 83-0 
win over Walled Lake Western.

On Saturday, top-ranked CC 
captured 10 of the 14 weight 
classes at the Livonia Churchill 
individual district while ad
vancing 14 to the upcoming 
Saline regional (Feb. 18).

Tm excited. I thought the 
guys wrestled well,” CC coach 
Mitch Hancock said. “Anytime 
you have 14 finalists, that’s a 
good thing. I thought we could 
have scored more points in our 
semifinal match-ups. I think 
those guys were a little tenta
tive in those match-ups. But I 
thought we opened it up a little 
bit in the finals and did a nice 
job.”

CC’s five defending state 
champions all won district 
titles: Nick Jenkins (285), Ben 
Kamali (112), Kevin Davenport 
(130), Cam Amine (145) and Ty 
Morland (171).

The Shamrocks also got 
individual titles from Devon 
Johnsen (103), Derek Gilcher 
(119), Stone Moscovic (125), 
Dane Flynn (189) and Jackson 
Ross (215.

Two of those championship

finals pitted CC wrestlers one 
another as Kamali decisioned 
teammate Rhett Newton, 11-5, 
while Morland pinned Easton 
Rimer in 41 seconds.

“I thought Rhett Newton is a 
really good wrestler and he 
wrestled Ben Kamali, a return
ing state champ, and did a real
ly nice job,” Hancock said.
“The third period, the match 
got away from (Newton) a little 
bit, but I liked his intensity and 
liked the way he wrestled.”

CC wrestlers captured the 
first seven weight classes be
fore Canton’s Justin Winnie 
edged Dearborn Fordson’s 
Hamze Mrech, 7-5, in the 135- 
pound final.

At 140, Livonia Stevenson’s 
Tarik Alcodray decisioned CC’s 
Joe Urso, 3-0, while Livonia

See WRESTLING, Page B3

SCOTT CONFER

Catholic Central's Dane Flynn (right) decisioned Plymouth's Ethan Shulaw in 
the 189-pound finals, 7-3,

YOUTH HOCKEY

Members of the Compuware Tier 1 AAA girls hockey team (foreground) listen along with others at a February 2016 press conference at USA Hockey 
Arena. The event highlighted the 2017 Women's World Cup coming to Plymouth.

IN THE DEEP FREEZE
MAHA decision forces Compuware girls with Tier 1 aspirations to find alternatives

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

A year ago, players from 
Compuware’s girls hockey 
Tier 1 team sat in the front row 
at a press conference an
nouncing the 2017 Interna
tional Ice Hockey Federation 
Women’s World Championship.

But when those games are 
played March 31 through April 
7 at USA Hockey Arena in 
Plymouth, the Compuware 
team won’t even exist any
more — except for postseason 
awards banquets — thanks to a 
recent reduction of Tier 1 
(AAA) girls programs for 
2017-18, announced by Michi
gan Amateur Hockey Associa
tion.

MAHA awarded Tier 1 
status for next season to four

RENA LAVERTV

Goalie Katie Nowak of Compuware's U12 AAA girls team participates 
during a December clinic at USA Hockey Arena. The Livonia resident will 
need to find a new organization to play for in 2017-18.

organizations — Honeybaked, 
Little Caesars, Belle Tire and 
West Michigan Elite (Meijer 
AAA) — but shut out the Com
puware girls program.

Compuware’s Tier 1 boys 
program is good to go for 
2017-18, also playing at USA 
Hockey Arena. There are 
eight boys Tier 1 programs 
slated for next season.

“They had to shrink the top 
level to help grow the girls 
hockey (at lower levels)," said 
Mike Henry, USA Hockey 
Arena’s director of youth 
hockey. “MAHA had a tough 
decision and they selected 
four great organizations. It’s 
unfortunate Compuware didn’t 
get one. But the four they did 
award are well-deserving of

See HOCKEY, Page B3

GIRLS BASKETBALL

RU clips
Eagles for
Township

trophy
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Valentine’s Day proved to be 
sweet in more ways than one 
for the Redford Union girls 
basketball team.

The Panthers not only got 
the season sweep against rival 
Redford Thurston, but also 
took home the Tbwnship trophy 
as well with a 48-39 triumph.

Sophomore forward Johnnia 
Steele provided much of the 
love for visiting RU by scoring 
a game-high 19 points.

But also playing Cupid was 
junior guard Haley Hebner, 
who came off the bench to 
score 13 as the Panthers im
proved to 11-4 overall and 7-2 in 
the Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference’s Red Division.

In the first meeting between 
the two Tbwnship rivals on Jan. 
20, which resulted in a 45-31 
RU win, Hebner had only one 
3-pointer.

“She’s actually scored 18 
points in a game earlier this 
year, so she’s capable,” RU 
coach Scott Purdy said. “She 
gave us a big lift."

With the Panthers leading 
21-9 at halftime, Hebner scored 
six points in the third quarter 
as RU took a 31-17 advantage 
going into the fourth quarter.

“She (Hebner) did an excel
lent job,” Steele said. “She’ll 
knock it down. That’s her area, 
the mid-range and high post.”

The 6-foot Steele added nine 
points in the final quarter as 
RU opened up an 18-point ad
vantage.

“In our spread offense there 
hasn’t been a team able to stop 
her from the wing,” Purdy 
said. “She moves the ball well, 
she attacks the rim, she’s left- 
handed, so that helps huge and 
has good baseline drives. She 
needs to pass a little bit more, 
but she’s a good player.”

Thurston (7-10,3-6) shot

See HOOPS, Page B4

PROGRAMS COME TOGETHER

Soccer worlds uniting 
under the dome

Wolves-Hawks, AC Milan, 
Livonia Soccer Club 

merger to help grow game
Tim Smith

Hometownlife.com

Soccer is enjoying a growth 
spurt in Livonia — with the 
major “seeds” planted into the 
artificial turf at Schoolcraft 
College.

The new dome at School
craft already is the long-term 
home of the elite Michigan 
Wolves-Hawks Soccer Club.

But a recent merger takes

the Livonia based AC Milan- 
Detroit select program and 
rebrands it as Wolves-Hawks 
beginning in June.

Meanwhile, recreational 
teams will continue to operate 
as the Livonia Soccer Club, 
but tapping into the same 
resources (including facilities 
and coaches) that the more- 
advanced programs will rely 
upon.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
both clubs,” said Ed McCar
thy, president of the national
ly recognized Michigan 
Wolves-Hawks. “We’re look-

SUBMITTED

Posing under the Schoolcraft College soccer dome following the merger are (from left): Chris Burnette (Livonia City 
Soccer Club, president), Doug Landefeld (Michigan Hawks, vice president and director of coaching), Rick Larson 
(Livonia City Soccer Club, director of coaching), Dan Mellors (Livonia City Soccer Club, youth director), Ken 
Shingledecker (Livonia City Soccer Club, director of operations), Lars Richters (Michigan Wolves, academy director) 
and Ed McCarthy (Michigan Wolves-Hawks, president).See SOCCER, Page B3
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HIGH SCHOOL POM

Stevenson pom squad set for Breslin
Mid-American Pompon 

finals on Sunday
Tim Smith

Hometownlife.com

A blue wave will make a splash in
side the largely green interior of Michi
gan State University’s Breslin Center 
on Sunday.

That’s because the Livonia Steven
son varsity pom pon squad, coached by 
Hazel Jillian Pacion, is going all out for 
a Class A Division 1 state champion
ship.

Breslin is hosting the 2017 Mid
American Pompon state pom champi
onship, which also will include DI 
teams from Livonia Churchill and Livo
nia Franklin.

“It’s a huge deal,” said Pacion, add
ing with a laugh that she didn’t think 
“they’d keep me around if I didn’t get 
them into states, or especially Dis. I 
know they weren’t happy about D2 last 
year.”

Teams create and perfect routines 
beginning in the fall, and then compete 
at the Mid-American regionals (which 
this year were in late January at North
ville High School). In order to be slot
ted into DI, routines must be per
formed at 80-percent proficiency or 
better; teams at 79 percent or less are 
part of the D2 competition.

“Every team does one routine, and 
you get to showcase all the creative 
things you can do,” said Pacion, who 
has previous coaching experience with 
the Canton junior varsity and Farming- 
ton United. “We’ll make sure it’s 100 
percent original.”

On Monday evening, Michigan State 
University pom coach Linda Karbo and 
an assistant coach visited Stevenson’s 
gymnasium to help the team iron out 
any last-minute wrinkles before head
ing to East Lansing.

Welcoming the extra work were 
junior team members Jenna Fisher and 
Keri Martin, both 16.

“I think we’re going to have put in a 
lot of hard work this week,” Fisher said. 
“We’re all going to have to really come 
together and push, because last week
end we had a competition, and we’ve 
been having a lot of practices.

“A lot of us are sick, so we really 
have to push through as a team and 
become unified. I think we can do real
ly good.”

College try
Fisher added that she gets a boost 

from the MSU coaches being at the 
Stevenson practice.

“The Michigan State coaches are 
really inspiring to me, because I want 
to be at Michigan State when I’m old
er,” Fisher said. “But Linda pushes us 
all the time, she teaches us snap. She 
gives us really good choreography to 
work with, she’s really good at motivat
ing us to do better.”

Martin said the team got it together 
at regionals and now wants to showcase 
what it can do to an even bigger audi
ence.

“It’s an amazing opportunity,” Mar
tin said. “It’s not something that we’re 
given, we have to earn our spot. To be

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

Livonia Stevenson's varsity pom squad competes last week at halftime of a Spartans-Northville boys basketball game. The team will go for a 
state championship Sunday at Breslin Center.

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

The Spartans pom squad works on precision routines with crisp, sharp movements.

able to get to states and get Division 1 
at that is a really big competition.”

The key to making the cut at region
als, she continued was “just being one 
as a team, instead of performing as 20 
individual girls. It was being united and 
being close as a team so we could go out 
on that floor as one team.”

Both Fisher and Martin said one of 
the most frustrating things about being 
on the pom team is “confusion” about 
what it is the team actually does — 
what with other entities such as com
petitive cheer and dance (although 
Stevenson does not have the latter).

“People just don’t get it,” Fisher said. 
“They go ‘Oh, you do cheer?’ I’m like, 
‘no, I do pom.’ It’s two completely dif
ferent things. Pom is more dance-y and 
cheerleading is more like yelling.”

“It’s either we’re cheer or dance, so I 
usually say it’s a combination of both,” 
chimed in Martin. “We have the energy

of cheer and we have the snappiness 
and emotion behind dance.”

Oh, snap
When asked to define “snappy,” both 

said it came down to making moves 
with emphasis, purpose.

“Snappy is just hitting moves and 
holding them, it’s being really sharp 
and powerful,” Martin said. “So it looks 
like you conditioned all year just for 
that move.”

Concurring was Fisher, noting that 
“you have to hit everything and hold it. 
She says if you’re going to do some
thing make sure you have an intention 
for it, if you’re going to hit something 
hit it all the way. Don’t do it halfway.”

Their coach totally gets why there 
can be confusion about all the different 
sports, having been on Northville High 
School’s varsity pom team.

“There’s a big comparison between,

‘Are you guys dance or cheer?’ We’re 
kind of in the middle,” Pacion said. “We 
don’t do tumbling. We’re not allowed to 
have both hands and feet off the floor 
at the same time. We can’t do a back 
tuck on the floor, it’s illegal for us. We 
can’t do something overhead, like ex
tensions ... we can’t do pyramids.

“We’re more of a dance team with a 
cheer style. We have a lot of stiff move
ment, we have a lot of big, sharp and 
very precise (movements). Make sure 
every count looks the same, everyone 
has the right movement.”

Pacion said another winning ingredi
ent for her team is camaraderie.

There is only one senior on the 
squad, Katie Orlich. But the Spartans 
feature strong numbers in all three 
other grades.

Juniors include Fisher, Martin, Kelly 
Jarosz, Julia Hebert, Holly Cleaver and 
Samantha Burney while four Spartan 
sophomores are Maddie Piccard, Caro
line Kaniowski, Shelby Pelc and Lexis 
Cholette.

Rounding out the roster is a large 
group of ninth-graders. Those include 
Riley Bauman, Kaitlyn Boris, Kelly 
Flannigan, Riley Hannigan, Alexa Mi
chels, Megan Pence, Rylie Ickes, Alexis 
Raymond and Samantha Zawisza. Help
ing Pacion with coaching duties is Meg 
Bugajski.

“It’s kind of cool to get girls coming 
into ninth grade who can get right into 
the sport,” Pacion said. “We have a lot 
of girls on our middle school team (Li
vonia Pom) that we’re getting next 
year, nine girls. And we bring them up. 
The seniors are very welcoming of the 
freshmen.”

As for all three Livonia district high 
schools sending teams to the Mid
American finals, Pacion credited the 
Livonia Pom feeder system. “Every 
team is super committed to this.”

tsmith@hometownlife. com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

PREP WRESTLING

Clarenceville advances seven grapplers
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Livonia Clarenceville will be sending 
a contingent of seven to the MHSAA 
Division 3 individual wrestling regional 
Saturday at Richmond.

The Trojans were led in last Sat
urday’s district by 130-pounder Joseph 
Sanchez, a senior, who reached the 
finals of the Richmond district before 
falling to Algonac’s Mark Langewicz by 
major decision, 9-1. Sanchez is 34-14 
overall.

The Trojans also received third- 
place finishes from Dylik Hunter (125), 
Greg Lutz (145), David Means (171) and 
Max Woodcock (189).

Hunter, 31-18 overall, defeated War
ren Michigan Collegiate’s Thachon Ad
ams in the consolation final, 8-6, while 
Lutz, 28-7 overall, won by major deci
sion over Clawson’s Luke Rusher, 13-1.

Means, 32-6 overall, pinned Algo
nac’s Ozzy Kinch in 0:31 seconds, while 
Woodcock, who is 35-13, pinned Michi
gan Collegiate’s Anthony Taylor in 2:09.

Also advancing by placing fourth for 
the Tbojans included Jacob Weiss (119), 
who is 34-15, and Zack Richards (160), 
who is 31-16.

“We had some tough losses in the 
‘blood round’ that could have gone ei
ther way, and there were two huge 
losses in that round," Clarenceville 
coach Nick Elam said.

RU qualifies trio
Redford Union senior Kenny Vad- 

nais improved to 36-4 overall by win
ning the 145-pound division in Satur
day’s Division 2 district at Warren 
Woods Tower.

Vadnais decisioned Woods Tower’s 
Keff O’Connell in the championship 
final, 4-3, to raise his season record to 
36-4.

LUE DO

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Clarenceville’s individual regional qualifiers include (from left) Dylik Hunter, David Means. Joseph Sanchez, Jacob Weiss, Zack Richards, Greg Lutz 
and Max Woodcock, along with head coach Nick Elam

RU also has two other regional quali
fiers including Larry Elliott (130), who 
lost to Farmington’s Jake Justice on an 
injury default in the finals. Elliott is 
38-1 overall.

Meanwhile, Isaac Grant (189) added 
a fourth and will take a 32-3 record into 
the upcoming Carleton-Airport region
al.

Rockets send eight

At the Division 1 district hosted by 
Westland John Glenn, the Rockets qual
ified eight for the Saline regional — 
including five individual champions.

The first-place finishers included 
Mikey Mars (119), JaWuan Peete (215), 
Anthony Gibson (135), Lional Cornish 
(189) and Kyle Borthwell (112).

Earning second place at 145 was 
John Siemasz, while Brandon Carreath- 
ers (285) and Isaac Lefler (125) finished 
third in their respective weight divi

sions.
“As a team we had an average day,” 

John Glenn head coach Bill Polk said. 
“We qualified eight individuals which is 
nice but I was figuring more than that.

“It was a competitive day of wres
tling and we look forward to attempting 
to get eight to state.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bemons1
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SOCCER
Continued from Page B1

ing forward to working together and 
moving forward as a single entity. I 
think the consolidation of what we’re 
doing, there certainly was some over
lap, it allows for every player to have 
a spot.

"... But they (Livonia Soccer Club) 
do an excellent job with the recre
ational side, going up into Premier.
And we have a Premier side and we 
have the elite side, our U.S. Academy 
and ECNL divisions. What it allows us 
to do is be able to cover every player 
in the community with high-level facil
ities and high-level coaches.”

There are about 850 players cur
rently in the Wolves-Hawks program, 
comprised of top-notch boys and girls 
players from metro Detroit — primar
ily Livonia, Canton, Novi, Northville, 
Plymouth, Brighton and Ann Arbor.

Add to that number about 400 rec 
players from Livonia Soccer Club and 
400 more Premier players from AC 
Milan, “so both groups doubled in 
size,” McCarthy continued.

The new soccer dome at School
craft is the rising star of the entire 
endeavor.

“That has been one of the best 
moves we’ve been able to do,” said 
McCarthy, about signing a 25-year 
deal to be a main tenant at the dome. 
“The facilities at Schoolcraft are top- 
notch, they are meticulously main
tained. Their attention to detail is 
great, the security is there.

“The field is enormous, it’s 120- 
by-75 yards. It’s a brand new facility, 
with LED lighting. It provides our club 
with the ideal training environment.... 
It is great for the entire soccer com

SUBMITTED
Members of the 2002 Michigan Hawks ECNL girls soccer team congregate during a practice at 
Schoolcraft College.

munity.”

Great opportunity
Excitement over the merger is 

palpable.
“Exciting times ahead, as we merge 

two great soccer clubs both rich in 
history as well as community,” Livonia 
Soccer Club president Chris Burnette 
said. “The soccer climate has changed

considerably over the past few years 
and we feel the marriage of our clubs 
creates an unprecedented opportunity 
for players of all ages to play at all 
levels.

“The merger unites our clubs, our 
families and our community and we 
are excited for the future.”

Concurring was Rick Larson, direc
tor of coaching for Livonia Soccer

SUBMITTED

Hailey Lindow works on her goalkeeping 
stance during a recent 2002 Michigan Hawks 
ECNL practice at Schoolcraft.

Club and a longtime men’s coach at 
Schoolcraft.

“Years of preparation and relation
ship building have positioned our soc
cer club for this opportunity,” Larson 
said. “It is an exciting time for our 
players, our coaching staff, as well as 
the Livonia community.

“Creating this holistic environment 
for players at all levels inside of one 
club is something that we began work
ing toward in 2008.

“This merger provides tremendous 
opportunity for the future and col
lectively we are committed to making 
this a seamless transition for each 
player and family.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

WRESTLING
Continued from Page B1

Franklin’s Nathan Atienza, a returning 
state champ, ran his record to 51-1 in the 
152-pound final by pinning CC’s Aiden 
Wagh in 5:02.

Novi senior Lincoln Cleary (160) also 
came home with a title after a hard- 
fought 2-0 decision against Canton’s 
Christopher Little, raising his record to 
31-9.

“It’s good to see Lincoln Cleary final
ly come out with district championship,” 
Novi sixth-year coach Joel Smith said. 
“He’s worked real hard, proud of the kid 
and he’s come a long way. He won the 
Lakeland tournament, he was runner-up 
at Observerland. He didn’t wrestle at 
Walled Lake Northern, but he’s had a 
nice season this year, so it’s good to see 
him come out with a championship to
day. He works hard.”

Novi’s other three regional qualifiers 
were third-place finisher Matt George 
(135) and fourth-place finishers Corey 
Grassmeyer (171) and Chase Sparling 
(189).

“It’s been a few years since Novi has 
had four regional qualifiers and I’m 
proud of all four of these guys today,” 
Smith said. “They did a nice job.”

Northville freshman Nicholas Gatto- 
ni (130) also made it through with a 
fourth-place finish. He is 32-21 on the 
year.

Franklin, which hosted the meet, had 
three others reach the finals in addition 
to Atienza.

Franklin recap
Defending champion Nathan Atienza 

earned the individual district champi
onship at 152 for Livonia Franklin and 
leads a group of eight who will go to the 
Saline regional.

Earning second-place finishes were 
Johnny DiPonio, Jacob Johnson and 
Manny Willie.

Placing third were Marino DiPonio 
and Jake Swirple.

Fourth place honors were registered 
by Russ Rusnell and Devin Visnaw.

“Overall I was happy with eight qual
ifiers,” Franklin coach David Chiola 
said. “I did think we could have

SCOTT CONFER

Catholic Central had 10 individual district champions and four other regional qualifiers.

squeaked out a couple more, but a lot of 
the guys were wrestling in their first 
district.

“Like all wrestling in the post season 
there were a lot of highs and lows. We 
have a week to get ready, but I’m hoping 
we can get many of the qualifiers onto 
the state meet.”

Chiola said it was impressive for 
Swirple and Visnaw to make it out of 
districts in the deep, talented heavy
weight division.

“There are very evenly matched kids 
at heavyweight next week,” Chiola not
ed. “Swirple really impressed me. I have 
had freshmen qualify before, but never 
at an upper weight. He showed great 
poise and determination.”

Rockets send eight
At the Division 1 district hosted by 

Westland John Glenn, the Rockets qual
ified eight for the Saline regional — 
including five individual champions.

The first-place finishers included
Mikey Mars (119), JaWuan Peete (215), 
Anthony Gibson (135), Lional Cornish 
(189) and Kyle Borthwell (112).

Earning second place at 145 was John
Siemasz, while Brandon Carreathers 
(285) and Isaac Lefler (125) finished 
third in their respective weight divi
sions.

“As a team we had an average day,”
John Glenn head coach Bill Polk said. 
“We qualified eight individuals which is 
nice but I was figuring more than that.

“It was a competitive day of wres
tling and we look forward to attempting 
to get eight to state.”

Staff writer Tim Smith contributed to this report.

MHSAA DIVISION 1 
INDIVIDUAL DISTRICT TOURNEY 

CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Feb. 11 at Livonia Churchill

215 pounds: Jackson Ross (Novi Detroit Catholic Central) 
decisioned Emmanuel Willie (Livonia Franklin), 5-2; third place: 
Tyler Whiteside (Livonia Stevenson) dec. Parker Novak (Stevenson),

2-1 (2 overtimes).
285: Nick Jenkins (Detroit CC) p. Zach Lohrmann (Plymouth), 1:14; 

third: Jake Swirpie (Franklin) dec. Devin Visnaw (Franklin), 6-5.
103: Devon Johnsen (Detroit CC) dec. Aaron Garcia (Dearborn), 

6-0; third: Mojahid Ahmed (Dearborn) won by technical fall over 
Russ Rusnell (Franklin), 19-4.

112: Ben Kamali (Detroit CC) dec. Rhett Newton (Detroit CC),
11-4; third: Aseel Almudhala (Dearborn Fordson) dec. Tyler 
Campbell (Plymouth), 6-2.

119: Derek Gilcher (Detroit CC) dec. Tarik Shallot (Dearborn 
Heights Crestwood), 7-4; third: Ethan Englehart (Churchill) won by 
injury default over Esam Kasen (Hamtramck).

125: Stone Moscovic (Detroit CC) dec. Josh Mussen (Churchill), 
6-4; third: Akash Rai (Salem) pinned Waleed Othman (Fordson), 
1:45.

130: Kevon Davenport (Detroit CC) p. Johnny DiPonio (Franklin), 
2:34; third: Ali Alsayadi (Fordson) won by major dec. over Nicholas 
Gattoni (Northville), 12-2.

135: Justin Winnie (Canton) dec. Hamze Mrech (Fordson), 7-5; 
third: Matt George (Novi) won by injury def. over Tyler Knop 
(Salem).

140: Tarik Alcodray (Stevenson) dec. Joe Urso (Detroit CC), 3-0; 
third: Marino DiPonio (Franklin) dec. Zack Dehnke (Canton), 13-7.

145: Cam Amine (Detroit CC) p. Jacob Johnson (Franklin), 0:27; 
third: Dylan Slowik (Canton) dec. Vincent Savaya (Walled Lake 
Western), 6-0.

152: Nathan Atienza (Franklin) p. Aiden Wagh (Detroit CC), 5:02; 
third: Bruce Haslitt (Salem) p. Calvin Vos (Plymouth), 2:01.

160: Lincoln Cleary (Novi) dec. Christopher Little (Canton), 2-0: 
third: Ali Makki (Fordson) p. Joey Ahearn (Plymouth), 1:41;.

171: Ty Morland (Detroit CC) p. Easton Turner (Detroit CC), 0:41; 
third: Amir Naser (Fordson) p. Corey Grassmeyer (Novi), 1:34.

189: Dane Flynn (Detroit CC) dec. Ethan Shulaw (Plymouth), 7-3; 
third: Mohamed Zahwi (Fordson) dec. Chase Sparling (Novi), 11-4.

HOCKEY
Continued from Page BI

it.”
Compuware can re-apply on an annu

al basis.
At the root of MAHA’s decision, Hen

ry explained, is the desire to comply 
with USA Hockey’s “20-percent rule” 
recommendation, where no more than 
one-fifth of all girls players play at the 
Tier 1 level (19U, 16U, 14U).

The goal is for the younger levels to 
be more balanced and competitive and 
ensure girls don’t bum out too quickly 
on the sport.

“It’s the right thing to grow hockey,” 
Henry said. “It’s going to get (equal) 
competition. So instead of seeing games 
that are 10-0,11-0,12-0, you’re going to 
push even competition.

“You’re going to see the Tier 1 levels 
be more competitive in the scores and 
(at) the Tier 2 levels, there will be more 
competition that will, hopefully, retain 
girls in the game and make other girls 
who haven’t tried hockey be more in
terested in playing.”

Jean Laxton, MAHA vice president 
for girls/women’s hockey, said the 
change is designed to “maintain a high

standard of play at Tier 1 and prevent 
the dilution of Tier 1 hockey. We also 
hope that it will increase the growth and 
competition of Tier 2 teams and offer 
more opportunities for girls to have 
age-appropriate training, where they 
can develop by playing at the right com
petitive level.”

Partnership
Henry said Compuware still had the 

chance to field Tier 2 teams, but instead 
opted to steer younger girls to Livonia 
Hockey Association’s program at Eddie 
Edgar Arena. He added that Compu
ware and the LHA have successfully 
been partnering this season at the Tier 2 
level.

“Compuware decided that if we field 
a Tier 2, we’d be competing with Livo
nia, our partner,” Henry said. “So we’re 
encouraging our (Tier 1) girls to either 
go try out for one of the other four or
ganizations and, if you don’t make it, go 
to Livonia (for Tier 2).

“Compuware is going to continue to 
support girls hockey — by helping our 
Livonia partner."

USA Hockey Arena will continue to 
house a recreation program for girls 
and boys, as well as a learn to play pro
gram (for girls only).

“But as they elevate through the

ranks, we’re going to suggest they move 
on to Livonia,” Henry said.

About 70 girls are being displaced 
due to the MAHA ruling, including Livo
nia’s Katie Nowak, a goalie for the Com
puware 12U team.

Her dad, Jim Nowak, also assistant 
coach for his daughter’s team, said the 
MAHA ruling to downsize at the Tier 1 
level is somewhat of a head-scratcher.

“While I understand MAHA and USA 
Hockey’s direction in why they decided 
this, it’s still hard to see how this will 
improve girls/women’s hockey in Michi
gan,” Nowak said. “They are basically 
taking 68 girls that play hockey at Com
puware and making them find new 
teams. Some definitely will move on to 
other teams, but they will definitely lose 
some girls to the game entirely, espe
cially at the older ages.

“I have heard this comment from 
girls, not just on the 12U team, but older 
girls on the 12-19U teams. Growth of 
hockey interest starts at a much young
er age.”

Nowak, meanwhile, is optimistic that 
his daughter will find a way to keep 
going down the hockey path.

“Katie will have to compete for new 
teams and earn her spot on those 
teams,” Nowak said. “Not a bad thing at 
all, just saw a different path at Compu

ware and (that’s) why we came to Com
puware in the first place.

“Her growth and development cannot 
be tied to one team or one path.”

Still a big deal
Henry scoffed at the notion that it 

was poor timing for Compuware’s top 
girls teams to effectively lose a spot at 
the table right before the very interna
tional women’s tournament they helped 
promote (at the February 2016 press 
conference) takes place.

“I don’t think it’s unfortunate timing, 
because Compuware is still going to 
support the event. All girls hockey in 
Michigan is going to have the opportuni
ty to be around this event,” Henry said 
about the 2017IIHF Women’s World 
Cup. “So it’s more... the event is bigger 
than Compuware and USA Hockey Are
na. The event’s Michigan.

“To have such a big event come to the 
state, it doesn’t matter where the girls 
play, they’re going to get a chance to 
experience it. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
from Compuware, Livonia, Honeybaked, 
Belle Tire, everyone’s going to get to 
come to USA Hockey Arena to experi
ence it.”

tsmith@hometownlife. com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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BOYS HOCKEY ROUNDUP

CC completes weekend sweep with shutout
Northville spoils Salem 

senior night, 3-1
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Carter Korpi scored twice Saturday 
as host Novi Detroit Catholic Central 
posted a 4-0 non-league boys hockey 
vict ory over Grandville at USA Hockey 
Arena in Plymouth.

The second-ranked Shamrocks, win
ners of six of their last seven, improved 
to 15-6-1 overall while holding the Bull
dogs to nine shots on goal.

After a scoreless opening period, 
Korpi got CC on the board at 9:03 of the 
second period, assisted by Spencer

Kimball and Zachary Sprys-Tellner. 
Kory McCullough made it 2-0 at

13:44 of the same period, assisted by 
Sprys-Tellner and Mitch Morris.

Korpi then added a power-play goal 
at 7:10 of the third from Rylan Clem
mons and Morris to give CC a three- 
goal cushion. Michael Considine capped 
the scoring at 12:00, from Jared Lee and 
Brendan West.

CC goalie Sean Finstrom made nine 
saves to earn the shutout, while Alex 
Whitmore had 26 saves for the Bulldogs 
(10-8).

NORTHVILLE 3, SALEM 1: The Mustangs (16-5-1,9-2 KLAA 
Central) overcame a 1-0 first-period deficit Saturday to beat the host 
Rocks (10-9-1,5-5-1 KLAA South) in a Kensington Conference 
crossover at the Plymouth Cultural Center.

Joey Driscoll got Salem on the board with 19 seconds remaining in 
the opening period, assisted by Colin Goleniak and Matthew 
Schaumburger.

Northville's Danny Scorzo tied it just 45 seconds into the second 
period, with assists to Nick Bonofiglio and Daniel McKee.

Luke Skillman then scored what proved to be the game-winner 
with 5:21 left in the third, assisted by Ty Kilar and Bonofiglio.

Nick Bogenhagen's even-strength goal from Shane Bryans and 
Skillman put the game away with 2:28 remaining.

"After a bit of a hangover after the first period from our game the 
night before, I thought the boys dug down deep and really started 
to play well the last two periods," Northville coach Clint Robert said. 
"Luke Skillman turned 18 today, had the game-winner and also got 
a big cut over his eye. I was say that was a pretty cool birthday for 
him.”

Northville goalie Brett Miller made 29 saves, while Salem's Matt 
Visel and Tristan Rehling combined for 25.

DETROIT CC 3, STEVENSON 1: Livonia Stevenson (13-9) got 
on the board first, but Novi Detroit Catholic Central scored (14-6-1) 
scored three unanswered goals to earn a non-league victory Friday 
at USA Hockey's Olympic Rink in Plymouth.

The five-time defending state champion Shamrocks fell behind 1-0 
at 3:11 of the opening period on Kyle Lynch's power-play goal from 
Logan Dunham and Connor Jakacki.

CC's Spencer Kimball tied it at 11:12 of the same period, with 
Ethan Ervin drawing the assist.

The Shamrocks took the lead for keeps, 2-1, at 13:33 of the second 
period on Brendan West's goal from Michael Considine.

Zachary Sprys-Tellner added an empty-netter with only 40 seconds 
remaining to seal the win.

CC goalie Sean Finstrom made 16 saves, while Will Tragge made

18 stops for Stevenson, ranked No. 5 in Division 2.
CANTON 4, NOVI 3 (OT): Paul Maurer's goal with 2:48 left in 

overtime Friday gave the host Chiefs (5-13-1,1-9 KLAA South) a 
Kensington Conference crossover victory over the Wildcats (9-11-2, 
5-5-2) at the Arctic Edge.

Hugo Fonovic and David Gunnis both added a goal and assist, 
while Brendan Kacic scored the game-tying goal with only 37 
seconds left in regulation.

Novi's Zach Perpich finished with a hat trick, while Evan Chippa 
and David DeNova both added two assists. Cam Czapski also drew 
an assist.

BRIGHTON 7, NOVI 2: Will Jentz, Drew Daavettila and Adam 
Conquest each scored a pair of goals Feb. 7, leading the top-ranked 
Bulldogs (18-4,10-0) to a KLAA Central Division win over visiting 
Wildcats (9-10-2, 5-4-2) at the Kensington Valley Ice House.

The Bulldogs handed injury-riddled Novi its firth straight loss.
Jake Crespi also added a goal and two assists, while Sam Brennan 

collected three assists for the Bulldogs, who led 1-0 after one period 
and 5-2 after two. Keith Wikman chipped in two assists.

Novi got a short-handed goal and one assist from Zach Perpich, 
while Ryan Fonda had the other goal. Nathan Graff also drew an 
assist.

Logan Neaton went all the way goal for the Bulldogs, while 
Manny Legace Jr. was in net for Novi.

bemons@hometownlife. com

PIREP BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

PCA girls cagers 
clipped on senior night

Tim Smith
Hometown I ife.com

It was senior night for Plymouth 
Christian Academy’s varsity girls bas
ketball team Thesday, but not much 
went right following pre-game introduc
tions.

All five of PCA’s available seniors 
(Rachel Witkowski has missed most of 
the season due to injury and Aliyah 
Pries was sidelined by illness) opened 
the non-conference game against vis
iting Monroe St. Mary Catholic Central. 
But it didn’t take long for the Kestrels to 
take control, cruising from start to fin
ish in a 57-27 victory.

By the time just 3:32 had been 
played, senior Lydia Chapel had to sit 
out due to being slapped with three 
early personal fouls.

The Eagles (10-8) could not get the 
attack going, falling behind 12-4 after 
one frame and 22-10 at halftime as the 
Kestrels (13-4) were able to box out in 
the paint and get rebounds and plenty of 
extra cracks at the basket.

“We played hard tonight but strug
gled to score and get stops,” PCA head 
coach Rod Windle said. “We were miss
ing two key players tonight due to the 
flu. Early foul trouble for Lydia and 
Robin (Albert) impacted the game to
night as well. Senior guards Hannah 
Schulz and Jordan Reed did a great job 
pressuring the ball.”

PCA’s Albert was a bright spot in the 
opening 16 minutes, scoring six of her 
team’s points. The only other points 
came on a bank-shot by Schulz and a 
putback by junior forward Isabel Nunez.

For St. Mary CC, some well-timed 
triples helped keep the team in charge. 
Right before the buzzer at the end of the 
first quarter, Alexandria Dobberstein 
drained a 3-ball from the right wing to 
end the quarter 12-4.

Then, midway through the second, 
Katherine Bess scored a triple to make 
it 17-10, which answered a modest four- 
point run by PCA.

PCA enjoyed a brief spurt to open the 
second half, with a pair of buckets by 
senior forward Thylor Mistele (six 
points), slicing the deficit to 22-14.

All that did was jump-start St. Mary 
CC to a 15-4 run to finish the third 
(which ended 40-18). Two field goals by 
Courtney Baumann (13 points) and sin
gle buckets by Avery Treece (10 points) 
and Vanessa Villarreal (six points) con

tributed to the surge.
In addition to Mistele, the Eagles 

were led in scoring by Albert (six 
points) with Chapel tallying four points.

It also was senior night at PCA, with 
seven players honored for their contri
butions this season.

Senior honorees included forwards 
Witkowski, Pries, Chapel and Mistele 
and guards Schulz, Reed and Kennedy 
Horne. Five seniors comprised the start
ing lineup: Schulz, Chapel, Mistele, Reed 
and Horne.

PCA (BOYS) 71, CARDINAL MOONEY
57: On Thesday night at Marine City 
Cardinal Mooney, Levi Yakuber’s 18- 
point effort spearheaded Plymouth 
Christian Academy to a non-conference 
boys basketball victory.

Helping the cause for the Eagles 
were Max Okolo (14 points), Andrew 
Fernandes (11 points), Matt Malcolm and 
Jayme Fadden (10 points each).

ROCH. NORTHWEST 62, LUTH. WEST- 
LAND (BOYS) 59: Despite 32 points 
from Zach Burk — who eclipsed 1,000 
points in his career, the first ever to do 
so for the Warriors — Lutheran West- 
land fell short Thesday in a MIAC Red 
Division boys basketball contest.

Luke Smith tallied 16 points and sev
en rebounds for Lutheran Westland.

“I am proud of Zach and his accom
plishment in surpassing 1,000 points,” 
coach Kevin Wade said. “That definitely 
comes from a lot of hard work and great 
teammates who support him as well.

“To finally see someone surpass 1,000 
is an incredible accomplishment, consid
ering in 31 years we’ve had no one 
eclipse that mark.”

Lutheran Westland trailed 35-23 at 
halftime and made a late push in the 
fourth, but it was not enough.

LUTH. WESTLAND (GIRLS) 37, OAK
LAND CHRISTIAN 29: Rachel Reddeman 
and Kelli Orme scored 14 and 11 points, 
respectively, to spark the road Warriors 
(14-4, 7-2). Reddeman also pulled down 
13 rebounds.

“We did a really good job moving the 
ball offensively tonight to find the open 
person,” coach Sandi Wade said. “Defen
sively we were able to get 20 steals, 
which led to some easy transitional 
points.

“Oakland Christian came within six 
in the fourth quarter, but we made a few 
baskets when needed and pulled out the 
win. We have two games left in regular 
season play; we are looking to keep

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

Plymouth Christian seniors Hannah Schulz (from left), Taylor Mistele and Jordan Reed wait for 
Courtney Baumann of Monroe St. Mary Catholic Central to dribble into the Eagles' zone.

working hard in practice to finish the 
regular season strong heading into dis
tricts.”

GARDEN CITY (BOYS) 72, CVILLE 31:
All 10 Garden City boys basketball play
ers got on the score sheet Thesday as the 
host Cougars took care of Livonia Clar- 
enceville in a WWAC matchup.

Leading the way for Garden City 
were Cameron Walter (12 points),

Darius Benson (11 points) and Colin 
McHugh (10 points).

For the Trojans, Rickey Scott regis
tered 21 points.

“It was a very nice team win tonight,” 
GC coach Rick Morton said. “We got 
points from all 10 guys. We were very 
efficient.”

The win upped Garden City’s record 
to 4-11 overall and 2-7 in the conference; 
Clarenceville fell to 1-15,0-9.

GARDEN CITY (GIRLS) 47, CVILLE 22: 
The Cougars broke out to a 11-3 lead 
after one quarter of Tuesday’s WWAC 
girls basketball game and never looked 
back.

Scoring 16 points for Garden City 
(8-9,6-3) was Kayley Hewer, with Aleea 
Montgomery (nine points), Alex Lele- 
niewski (seven points) and Brittany 
Radtke (six points) helping the cause.

Myla Hoskins-King scored 16 for 
Clarenceville (1-15,0-9).

JOHN GLENN (BOYS) 66, YPSI LIN
COLN 59: In Westland John Glenn’s final 
tuneup before the KLAA tournament, 
Joe Moon IV scored 17 points to pace the 
Rockets.

Chipping in with 15 points was Chris
tian Agnew, with Kijuan Chandler and 
Daijon Parker adding 14 and 10 points, 
respectively.

Amari Frye led Ypsilanti Lincoln 
with 20 points.

John Glenn (14-2 overall) erased an 
11-point halftime deficit.

ROBICHAUD 54, REDFORD UNION (BOYS) 50: Jasir 
Poole scored a game-high 24 points as Dearborn Heights Robichaud 
(12-3,8-1) remained in first place in the Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference's Red Division with a come-from-behind 54-50 win 
Tuesday at Redford Union (9-7, 5-4).

Jaylen Favor added 13 points for the victorious Bulldogs, who 
rallied from a 19-7 first-quarter deficit with a 19-5 first quarter run.

Jacob Gagnon and Eric McCarter paced the Panthers with 12 and 
nine points, respectively.

"We just thought it would be easy after the first quarter," RU 
coach Randall Taylor said. “Our intensity went from high to low. We 
turned the ball over and made poor decisions shooting the ball. We 
weren't blocking out or sealing them off on the boards.

CRESTWOOD 61, THURSTON (BOYS) 50: Malik Rodgers 
scored a game-high 28 points, including four triples, to propel 
Dearborn Heights Crestwood (12-4, 5-4) to a WWAC Blue Division 
61-50 victory Tuesday over visiting Redford Thurston (6-10,2-7).

Crestwood led 30-29 at halftime before outscoring the Eagles 
16-8 in the third quarter and 15-14 in the fourth.

Junior Kevin Newell led Thurston with 12 points, while Dorian 
Naylor added 10.

MARIAN 31, LADYWOOD 19: In a first-round Catholic
League A-B Division playoff game Saturday, defending champion 
Birmingham Marian (13-4) earned a 31-19 victory over Livonia 
Ladywood (2-15) at Riverview Gabriel Richard.

On Feb. 7, Ladywood ended its Catholic League Central Division 
season at 1-11 falling 41-32 at home to Dearborn Divine Child 
(10-6), the only team the Blazers defeated this season in the league.

HOOPS
Continued from Page BI

only 4-of-36 (11.1 percent) through the 
first three quarters before getting un
tracked offensively in the fourth. But it 
was too little, too late for the Eagles.

“We haven’t shot well as a team, it is 
what it is,” Thurston coach Bob Ostrow
ski said. “The girls practice real hard 
and give me an effort every time on the 
floor, but our shooting is not as good as 
it was with RU tonight.”

Thurston senior guard Megan Abela 
finished with a team-high 14 points, 
while sophomore Naudia Jackson and 
junior Bryanna Burton added 10 and 
eight, respectively.

After scoring just 17 points through 
three quarters, Thurston racked up 22 
in the fourth by hitting 8-of-15 shots 
from the field.

“I thought we had a good first quar
ter,” said Ostrowski, whose team trailed 
9-5. “The second quarter we got out of 
sync with our offense. The third quar
ter, I think, was OK. The fourth quarter 
got behind a little bit and had to come 
out of our zone. We had to just play 
them front-up. It didn’t work to our 
advantage. But they never gave up and 
played to the final second.”

Johnnia Steele’s sister Johnnae, a 6-2 
sophomore center, finished with four 
blocked shots before fouling out in the 
fourth quarter.

“We’re a good defensive team,” Pur
dy said. “We’ve got to get better at 
executing our offense and not picking

THOMAS BEAUDOIN

Thurston's Bryanna Burton (15) goes up for the shot while being pressured by Redford Union 
guard Angelica Wellons.

up tick-tack fouls. You see how many 
‘and-ones’ we gave them late in the 
game. We gave up 22 points (fourth 
quarter) and we give up only 27 points a 
game. It still needs work.”

Johnnia Steele said the season 
stretch boils down to a couple of key 
elements. “Going forward it’s a matter 
of working together, passing the ball 
and just executing the ball,” she said.

Thurston, meanwhile, has three 
regular season games remaining and 
Ostrowski has seen progress through
out the season.

“The girls are coming on and I think 
we’re doing better than years past,” he 
said. “We’re going to keep working at it 
and get ready for the districts.”

bemons@hometownlife.com

PREP BOWLING

Redford Union rolls 
pair of shutouts

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

The Kerkhof brothers propelled 
Redford Union to a 30-0 Western 
Wayne Athletic Conference boys 
bowling victory last Friday over Dear
born Heights Robichaud at Inkster’s 
Cherry Hill Lanes.

Trevor posted a high game of 226, 
while Brendan added a 211 as the Pan
thers improved to 10-3 in the WWAC.

Sara Pigeon also bowled with the 
boys team and added a 177-175 as RU 
captured both Baker games, 152-123 
and 222-83, along with both regular 
games, 871-538 and 953-500.

Meanwhle, the RU girls improved 
to 8-4-1 in the WWAC by earning a 30-0 
forfeit victory over Robichaud as they 
posted Baker games of 133 and 132, 
along with regular games of 546 and 
584.

Rolling high games for the Pan
thers were Brianna Clapham (177) and 
Lizzie Pigeon (161).

RU, coached by David Battistelli 
and Roy Biggs, returns to WWAC 
action beginning at 3:30 p.m. Thesday, 
Feb. 14, against Livonia Clarenceville 
at Allen Park’s Thunderbird Lanes.

bemons@hometownlife. com
Twitter: ©bemonsl
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Discover your new home

(SI BSf.
H mes

Auctions, pets, services & stuff

.STUFFGMk.C»E
Deadlines: Friday at 4pm for Sunday 

Tuesday at 3pm tor Thursday

classifieds.hometownlite.com

All advertising published in Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. • The Newspaper reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel 
and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of the advertiser's order. • Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time it appears & reporting any errors immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement 
is ordered, only the first incorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of 
an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that it is illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination." 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the 
nation. We encourage & support an affirmative advertising & marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

THE OBSERVER 8 ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1 st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 3.875 0 3.125 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.875 0 3.125 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.875 0 3.25 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.99 0 3.125 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.125 0 3.375 0

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 3.99 0.5 3.25 0

Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.25 0 3.5 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4.25 0.25 3.375 0

Above Information available as of 2/10/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
A cowMHMiwty where coiwWence Meets

Real Estate

Homes
starting fresh...

i -Available

AFFORDABLE RATES 

Contact our Leaning Office today

OFFICE HOURS:
- F: 9AM - 6PM

SAT: 1OAM - 2PM

.729.3690
Equal Housing Opportunity

Open House

Professional

Service
all your needs...

—Assorted

all kinds of things...

Careers

Jobs
new beginnings...

Condo/Town/Duplex

JUSTLISTED

Cars

~£

, -r -

"EE

____

Painting Appliances Engineering & IT

Custom Painter-30 yrs. Experience 
Neat, maticulous, thorough-Expect 
Excellence! Free Est. 248-231-5810

REFRIGERATORS $150 & up! Range, 
washer/dryer $125 8. up! 90 day 

warranty/delivery!Call: (734) 796-3472

Painting By Robert • Wallpaper 
Removal ‘Interior ‘Exterior* Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

Furniture & 
Household Items

Great Buys

Garage Sales
neighborly deals...

* I
 Lifecycle Stationery Bike Upright,
older club model, very good condi
tion. $350. Club model Nordic Track 
skier; Like new. $400, (248)231-2011

General Merchandise

Estate Sales
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!

Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/ 
KIT Complete Treatment System. 

Hardware Stores, The Home Depot,
homedepot.com

Adient US LLC is seeking SAP 
Finance Project Delivery Specialist 
for its Plymouth, Ml location to assist 
in deployment of SAP solus by trans 
Finance biz, funcal 8. mstr data reqs 
into SAP design; work w/ SAP COE 
Quality Assurance team to plan 8, 
conduct tests to ensure developed 
solus are SOX compliant 8< in line 
w/ project release mgmt guidelines; 
work w/ SAP COE Tech Services 
team on projects involving dev of 
tech SAP components to transition 
completed projects for ongoing supp; 
provide supp w/ opp benchmarking 
activities to ensure Total Cost of 
Ownership alignment in company; 
work w/ IT Security func to ensure 
company gbl apps have req Ivls of 
security &, protection of company biz 
info. Send resume to Elizabeth Bartz, 
Adient, 833 E Michigan Street, Mil
waukee Wl 53202. Must reference iob 
code SFD - PMI when applying. EEO.

CANTON, 1 story CLEAN Ranch Con
do, 2 bd, 2 ba, 1826 sq. ft., bit. in 1998, 
ALL APPL INCL, brick, full bsmnt, 
frpl, 2 car gar, gas ht, hdwd firs, Indy 
rm, den built-ins, on 11th frwy of 
Pheas. Run G.C.; gorgeous sunsets; 
med/rec facilities 8< The Summit next 
door. Mnt: $365/mon. By Owner. 
$259,900. 2.5% to buyr. agent. 
(734)716-7771; drklucka@comcast.net.

Home for Sale - 
In State

ouiiuuy, reuiuuiy n, i-m p.iii
48385 8 MILE ROAD, West of Beck.

Great location backing up to 
Maybury State Park, 3 Bedrooms, 
Fireplace. Area with Million Dollar 

Homes! ONLY $189,000.
Van Esley Real Estate 734-459-7570

Real Estate Auctions

Real Estate

Rentals
great place to live..t

Apartments & Lofts

Transportation

FOR SALE
By Owner

GMC Terrain, 2013 66250 mi., SUV,
5 dr., Automatic, Excellent, one 
owner cond., Red ext., Black int.,
06 Cylinders, AWD, A/C: Front, 
Airbag: Driver, Airbag: Passenger, 
Airbag: Side, Alarm, Alloy Wheels, 
Anti-Lock Brakes, Bucket Seats,
CD Player, Cruise Control, Fog 
Lights, Leather Interior, Memory 
Seats, Power Locks, Power Seats, 
Power Steering, Power Windows, 
Premium Sound, Rear Window De
froster, Rear Window Wiper, Re
mote Keyless Entry, Sunroof, Tint
ed Glass, Tow Package, $19950. 
48187 New tires, factory mud flaps, 
Roof rack with rails, (734)404-7010

ESTATE ANTIQUE AUCTION 
Friday Night February 17, at 6 pm, 

11580 Ozga, Romulus 48174.
Antique Furniture, Fine Art, 

Cranberry Glassware, Fine China, 
Jewelry incl. Tiffany, Guy Items, 
Taxidermy Mounts, Instruments,

Advertising Items & More!
See 400 Photos & List at:

www.DougDaltonAuctioneer.com 
800-801-6452

Whole house Wood Burning Stove
doubles as open fireplace, has blower 

Great condition! $200 248-344-2553

Wanted to Buy

General

Belleville Colonial
4 bdrm, 2.1 BA's, 2000 built, FLR 8. 

FDR, Great rm w/fpl, Kitchen 
w/stove 8. d/w, doorwall to deck, 

Study, Full Bsmt, 2 car GA $225,000 
Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Wheels
best deal for you..

Vans

Autos Wanted

Garage-Tag Sale

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for
Vintage, Antique & Other Valuable 
Items. Single items to storage units 
to entire estates. Professional, 
courteous, fair, honest, discreet older 
gentleman. I DRIVE TO YOU. Coins, 
costume & fine jewelry, knick knacks, 
military, collections, books, toys, 
stereos, instruments, ephemera, 
clothing, Christmas, much more. 
Richard, BSE, MBA:
248-795-0362, www.l844wepayyou.com

WANTED TO BUY: Older Motorcy
cles, Snowmobiles 8. ATVs. Running 

8. Non-Running Cond. 810-775-9771

WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle.
Deer Hunter 8. Successful Master 

Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Administrative Assistant,
Full 8< Part-Time Livonia Funeral 
Home. Duties (but not limited to),

assisting with visitations 8c funerals, 
answering phones, typing, computer 
work, helping staff with other duties. 

Resume: harrislivonia@att.net

AUTOBODY/PAINTER COMBO
For busy shop lots of work, best pay. 

Livonia. Call 248-931-8962

DIRECT CARE STAFF
Trained, up to $10.25 hour, company 

benefits, must have a valid Ml. 
driver's license. Call 313-937-4170 

or apply in person.
COMMUNITY CHOICES

26405 Plymouth Rd., Redford 48239

FIRE FIGHTER

Pet Services

LOW COST VET VACCINE 
WELLNESS CLINIC 

Highland Feed & Supply 
217 E. Livingston Rd.

Sat. Feb. 18th, lOam-lpm 
DHPP Lepto CV BDT $49, 3 year 
Rabies $17, Heartworm Test $19 

MUST BRING AD. Skin, Ear & Eye 
exams avail. 313-686-5701

Having a choice...

We receive our JOBS listings 
from some of the best 

_ businesses in the area,
^a l Ottering a position?

itely

WAYNE Brick Bungalow
2 bdrms, LR w/dining ell, remod

eled kitchen, partially finsh bsmt, 
2 car GA $65,000

Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Turn your dust into 
dollars by placing a 

CLASSIFIED ad!

Lots/Acreage/
Farm Land for Sale

Make A Bid

auto, farm, general.

Auto Auctions

Redford- Auction 2/17 at 10am 
Municipality, repos, pawn 8. 

over stock vehicles 
Midwest Auto Auction

14666Telegraph

Business

Commercial
opportunites, lease, Invest...

Commercial 
Industrial Lease

South Lyon for lease -Gorgeous 
Buildings 1,000 sq. ft. - 9,000 sq. ft. 

248-756-3939

Get results. 
Advertise 

in
CLASSIFIEDS!

City of Westland is now accepting 
applications for Fire Fighter. 

Applicants must be a citizen of the 
United States (Birth Certificate or 
Naturalization Papers required at 
time of application). At least 21 
years of age, or 19 years of age 

with U.S. military experience; high 
school diploma or GED (presented 

with application); valid driver's 
license (required at time of 

application); Fire Fighter I and II 
certification valid Ml EMT-P 

license at time of hire. Applicants 
must pass the Conference of 

Western Wayne Firefighter Testing 
Program written and physical 

agility with a minimum score of 
70%. Proof of above requirements 
must be submitted with application.

Applications must be retrieved 
from the office of the Westland City 
Clerk at Westland City Hall 36300 
Warren Road, Westland, Ml now 

through April 21, 2017. Applications 
will not be mailed. Applications 

must be postmarked or received in 
the City Clerk's Office not later 

than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 21, 
2017. Applications received after 

deadline will not be considered.

Healthcare-Dental

OPTICIAN/DISPENSER
Garden City private practice. Full 
time, Exp'd. Competitive wages 8< 

benefits. Please call Cathie: 
734-455-3190 or 734-261-6868 

yogalady2@yahoo.com

Get results. 

Advertise in 

CLASSIFIEDS!

Turn your dust 

into dollars by 

placing a 

CLASSIFIED ad!

You’ll love what you find in today’s Classifieds.

O,{S1:RVEK&1^M)IA
A GANNETT COMPANY

www.hometownlife.com 800-579-7355



B6 (*) 0 & E Media | Thursday, February 16, 2017 Classified Advertising: 1-8OO-579-7355 hometownlife.com

Helping
YOU

reach your 
GOAL

WWW PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 56 Insignia 102 Arbitrary 3 Abatement 36 Mountaintop 83 Reed of rock
1 No-elevator 58 Three- security 4 Frilly green melodies 84 Held off

multistory section inspection 5 Rugged 37 Societal 85 Flyers’ gp.
building holder of bills 105 Collection truck, in brief breakdown 86 Blushed

7 Prefix with 61 52, to Livy for the Red 6 With 38 Tyro, slangily 87 Hurried,
bar or belief 62 Spanish Cross, say 64-Across, 39 “The Spy quaintly

10 Long tales surrealist 110 Shrewd snookums or Who Loved 89 “Sharknado"
15 Boo-boo 64 See 6-Down 111 Keno cousin sweetie, say Me” actor actress Reid
19 Consider 65 Simpson 112 Water, in 7 Real nice Richard 93 Occurred

identical judge Lance Nancy 8 w- 40 Getting the gradually
20 Go-between: 66 Probe for 113 Tweaks text (outfield call) job done 96 House pest

Abbr. 68 Journals 115 Unbox, e.g. 9 Extra 45 Brochure or 97 Mysore “Mr."
21 Roping event 72 Really cries 119 Napoleonic entryway blurb, maybe 99 Ending of
22 NCAA’s 76 Bass finale? exile locale for bad 46 Settle from enzymes

Bruins 78 Notion, in 120 2014 weather the bench 101 Los del —
23 Protection for Nancy Kentucky 10 Physicist's 47 Terminus (“Macarena”

many bank 79 Yule song Derby winner work unit 49 Stein drink duo)
tellers 81 Syllable after 124 Pennant, e.g. 11 Diametrically 50 Too glib 103 Chevy debut

26 cost ya!” “oom” 125 From Tehran opposite 52 Skye, e.g. of 2004
27 Closeout, 82 Element like or Tabriz 12 Sun Valley’s 53 Babysitters, 104 Plateau's kin

eg. barium or 126 Elegant state e.g. 105 Rock fissure
28 Preamble radium shade tree 13 Romero or 55 “Krazy —" 106 Shout out,
29 Puzzler’s cry 88 Hard but 127 1991 horror Franck 57 Cuban patriot colloquially
30 Net vending easily broken film sequel 14 “Help mel" Jos6 107 Hanker
31 Kinnear of 90 Verse- subtitled 15 Parts of 59 Terrif 108 — Lama

Hollywood writing, old- “The many rock 60 Less naive 109 Devastates
33 Reflections style Awakening" songs 63 Most frigid 114 Visiting
36 Connecticut 91 1940s pres. 128 “Rent" actor 16 Eight-sided 67 Compact H’wood, say

state song 92 Pricey hotel Diggs 17 Stan's pal in SUV model 115 Black-and-
41 Spanish bull offering 129 Pastis base old films 69 a white cookie
42 Actor Ed 94 Pact of the 130 South 18 Drops Nightingale" 116 Atari classic
43 Yoko of the U.S., Can. Korea's Kim 24 — -6-terre 70 Singer Chris 117 Jannings of

avant-garde and Mex. — -jung 25 Kitchen wrap 71 Basketball’s “Quo Vadis"
44 Mall binge, 95 University of 131 Tech giant 30 Genre of Bryant 118 “54" actress

maybe Kentucky’s whose name rock 73 Select Campbell
48 Get a pic of — Arena can precede 31 Coagulated 74 Like Latvia or 120 U.S. org.
51 Wooden peg 96 Some aria nine words in 32 Fam. Lithuania with moles
52 “In a pickle," singers this puzzle member 75 Sword cover 121 Archaic

e.g. 98 Vintage auto 34 High- — 77 Duplicitous “Cursesl"
54 Part of ERA inits. DOWN graphics 80 Actor Hal 122 Machine part
55 “Bear” of the 99 Adept 1 Attic sights 35 Suffix with 82 Mo. with 123 Gp. with a

outback 100 Conflicted 2 Watery color favor or zinc Arbor Day copay

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at 

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
9 5 7 2 1

1
6 9 5

2 9
6 4 7

8 3
7 8 3

9
5 3 1 7 9

THEATER WORD SEARCH

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

8 6 z I 9 e 9 2
p 2 9 Z 6 £ 9 8 I
e 9 I 2 S 8 6 p z
r S e 9 2 6 p z 8
2 Z 8 e p S t 9 6
6 p 9 8 z I 2 e 9
s 8 p 6 e 2 Z i 9
L e 6 S I 9 8 2 p
9 r 2 8 Z 9 6 e

WORDS

Whether you want to 
get fit or 

get organized— 
save money doing it 

with
an O£»E Media 
classified ad!

Our classifieds 
WORKOUT!

Observer & Eccentric
hometownlife.com MEDIA

A GANNETT COMPANY

00-579-7355

B
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U S R G A B 
M D T H G I 
D E P N H L 
S P Z R Y S 
C K S Z D K 
U P S T A G 
N S H P 0 N 
Z I E W U T 
N W R Z E B 
T L 0 R P I 
T L C H 0 S 
0 N S N A C 
R E C U D 0 
ACTORS 
H I T I H K 
N I C N A 3 
E L S I A H 
R N B 0 G P 
L H R I Z Y 
0 B L E U A

L A C I S U 
L T 0 P S P
Y R I C S N 
0 L 0 T Y E 
Z U H Y R U 
E E S M 0 0 
A G I T W T 
I S N B 0 D 
S N H I U 0 
L S E C W H
Y I T 0 U S 
N 0 C H H G 
R P Y I U L 
L A I A T A 
W S Y M I Y 
T A Z S 0 B 
L C H 0 R E 
DIRECT 
U 0 L W M N 
U K M D L E

M K I G P S 
A N N S T I 
T I S E L W 
R U K A E S 
K C C R A L 
I 0 P L D E 
N U W S L C 
N N P 0 L N 
0 D B U I E 
U E S N B I 
T R K 0 Y D 
I S 2 A A U 
N T M K L A 
G U Y P P S 
Z 0 C W B N 
P Y G D E U 
0 G R A P H 
I 0 N D T Z 
C K S E T R 
N G T H K A

ACTOR OUTING
AISLE PLAY
AUDIENCE PLAYBILL
BALCONY PRODUCER
BROADWAY PUBLICITY
CHOREOGRAPHY SCORE
CONDUCTOR SET
DANCING SINGING
DIRECTION SOLO
HIT SOUND
INTERMISSION SPOTLIGHT
LEAD SWING
LENGTH THEATER
LIGHTS TICKETS
LYRICS TOURING
MEZZANINE UNDERSTUDY
MUSICAL UPSTAGE
ORCHESTRA WING

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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