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Godbout target of recall petitions
Veteran councilman: ‘It’s 

just a political move’

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

Petitions seeking to recall a 
veteran Westland councilman 
will be before the Wayne 
County Election Commission 
on Thursday.

Resident Steve Boron has 
submitted three petitions

seeking to recall Council 
President James Godbout. As 
a reason for the recall, the 
petitions cite the fact that 
Godbout voted in favor of a 
citywide lighting assessment; 
that he voted in 2016 to raise 
water rates while being delin
quent on his own water bill; 
and that he voted for a $10 
million bond issue to pay for a 
citywide upgrade to smart 
meters.

Legally, only one petition

Godbout

would be ap
proved by the 
election com
mission and 
allowed to move 
forward. Be
cause other 
council mem
bers also voted 
yes on the same 

issues Godbout questioned 
why he was being singled out.

“It is purely their attempt 
to get me out so they can get

someone else in during this 
election,” said Godbout, who 
was the top vote-getter in the 
2015 and 2011 council races. 
“This has absolutely nothing 
to do with malfeasance. It is 
purely political — it’s just a 
political move.”

A supporter of councilmen 
Kevin Coleman and Peter 
Herzberg, Boron said that 
council members Christine 
Bryant and Michael Kehrer 
can’t be recalled because they

have terms expiring in No
vember. Legally, recall pet
itions can’t be filed against 
elected officials in the first or 
last six months of two-year 
terms, the first or last year of 
a four-year term.

“(Councilmen Bill) Johnson 
and (Adam) Hammons sided 
with the people more than 
Godbout on all these areas,” 
said Boron, who unsuccessful-

See GODBOUT, Page A2
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Debbie Valencia of Northville waves a copy of the U.S. Constitution and yells out a question March 18 during U.S. Rep. Dave Trott's town hall gathering 
at Novi's Suburban Collection Showplace. Valencia had a question written down for Trott, but it wasn't chosen to be read to him.

TROTT TAKES HEAT
AT NOISY TOWN HALL

Matt Jachman
hometown I if e .com

David Trott was red-carded 
repeatedly — and sometimes 
drowned out by shouting — as 
he gamely faced a combative 
crowd during a raucous Sat
urday town hall in Novi.

The second-term Repub
lican congressman from Bir
mingham arranged the meet
ing after weeks of pressure 
from constituents, who had 
said they wanted to know 
where their representative 
stood on President Donald 
Trump’s agenda. Trott repre
sents Michigan’s 11th District, 
which includes many commu
nities in Oakland County and 
western Wayne County.

At least 450 people packed a 
ballroom at the Suburban Col
lection Showplace for the town 
hall, but several hundred more 
were left outside, during a 
heavy morning snowfall, 
erupting into chants of “Trot 
him out!" while waiting for a 
chance to get in.

Farmington resident Maria
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U.S. Rep. Dave Trott answers questions March 18 at the Novi Suburban 
Collection Showplace. Trott found many supporters of his statements and 
quite a few opponents as he discussed his views on health care, Donald 
Trump, immigration and the economy.

Taylor was one of the early 
arrivals and was able to get in. 
But she said hundreds of peo
ple, many of whom had driven 
a couple of hours or more 
“from all corners of our gerry
mandered district” only to be 
shut out when organizers 
closed the doors 10 minutes 
after opening them.

“I think the town hall really 
served to underscore the dis
connect between citizens and 
some of these Washington 
officials,” Taylor said. “It 
opened at 8 a.m. and they 
closed the doors at 8:09 and 
wouldn’t let anybody else in, 
even though there were liter
ally hundreds of people wait
ing outside. People were stand
ing out there in the snow, in the 
middle of a March blizzard, 
locked out of the town hall - 
literally locked out of democ
racy.”

Trott, answering submitted 
questions read aloud by Novi 
Mayor Bob Gatt, took issue 
with some of Thump’s plans,

See TROTT, Page A2

Seedlings 
raises $46K 
at bowling 
fundraiser

Seedlings Braille Books for 
Children raised $46,000 at its 
30th annual Bowling for Braille 
Books event March 11, falling 
just short of its goal.

“Thanks to all of the spon
sors, donors and bowlers who 
participated, we came close to 
raising the $50,000 needed to 
provide 5,000 braille books to 
blind kids,” said Seedlings 
founder and director Debra 
Bonde.

Donations are still being 
accepted to help make up the 
difference. Donations may be 
mailed to Seedlings, 14151 Far
mington Road, Livonia, MI 
48154 or made online at 
www.firstgiving.com/ 
seedlingsbraille. The website 
will be active until June 11.

Seedlings’ annual bowling 
event is its biggest fundraiser 
of the year.

Seedlings, which provides 
free and low-cost braille books 
to blind children locally, across 
the United States and all over 
the world, receives no govern
ment funding. All of the non
profit’s revenue comes from 
fundraisers, donations and 
grants.

Every $100 raised allows 
Seedlings to produce and dis
tribute 10 braille books. Every 
$50 allows Seedlings to produce 
five books.

Every $10 allows Seedlings 
to produce one book.

Blind children are at a disad
vantage when it comes to read
ing. For every 100 books a 
sighted child has, a blind child 
may have just five. That’s be-

See SEEDLINGS, Page A2

COURTESY OF SEEDLINGS

Holli Kerkhof of Community Choice 
Credit Union, a member of the 
Livonia Lions Club, was there to 
support Seedlings with son Ben.
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GODBOUT
Continued from Page A1

ly ran for council in 
2015 and twice for state 
representative. “It’s a 
gross exaggeration to 
say this is political. 
Anytime you do any
thing to oppose what 
goes on in the city it’s 
political. If you’re not 
in lock step, it’s politi
cal."

The election com
mission can only look at 
a recall petition based 
on clarity and factual 
nature. If approved, a 
petition would be valid 
for 180 days but the 
petitions must be gath
ered with 60 days. The 
number of signatures
— approximately 5,500
— is based on 75 per
cent of the votes cast in 
the most recent gu
bernatorial election.

“We have voters lists 
from the last election. 
We will go door-to-door. 
I have 40 people to help 
with the recall,” Boron 
said.

A 2012 law change 
no longer has a special 
recall election set if 
petitions have suffi
cient signatures. In-
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“We have voters 
lists from the last 
election. We will 
go door-to-door. I 
have 40people to 
help with the 
recall,”
STEVE BORON
Westland resident

stead, the official being 
subjected to recall is on 
a ballot running against 
a candidate for the 
seat.

In addition, Boron 
said he is working on a 
referendum to place a 
terms-limit proposal on 
the ballot, The proposal 
would be to limit city 
elected officials to 
serving a lifetime total 
of 12 years. That pet
ition requires 3,000 
votes and would be 
submitted to the city 
clerk, then forwarded 
for review by the Mich
igan Attorney General. 
If approved by the 
Attorney General, the 
referendum could then 
go on the ballot.
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TROTT
Continued from Page A1

saying, for example, he 
would vote against the 
White House’s budget in 
its current form, but he 
also backed the president 
on several points.

Dozens in the crowd 
raised red cards to show 
their displeasure with his 
answers, something that 
happened more often 
than not.

“For all of you who are 
booing,” Trott said after 
answering a question 
about health care reform, 
“if you don’t agree with 
the premise that the Af
fordable Care Act is col
lapsing, you’re not going 
to agree with anything I 
say.”

Questions about the 
ACA, and the Repub
licans’ plan to replace it 
— “Trumpcare” as some 
shouted when Trott men
tioned it—were pressing 
for several people Sat
urday.

“Commit to me and my 
friends that our families 
will have better insur
ance,” said Ed Weberman 
of White Lake Township, 
standing to ask his ques
tion despite the forum’s 
rules. Weberman said he 
had tried several times to 
meet with Trott with no 
success.

“The answer is yes,” 
Trott said. “Of course, 
yes.”

Weberman said his son 
Alex was diagnosed with 
a lymphatic-system can
cer when he was 22, had 
graduated from college, 
but had no insurance. The 
ACA, he said later, saved 
his son’s life by providing 
coverage through his 
parents’ insurance.

Trott raised a stir 
when he said he supports 
increased military spend
ing and asked the crowd 
to name a place in the 
world that’s better off 
since Barack Obama’s 
presidency.

“Everywhere!” some
one shouted before the 
crowd began chanting, 
“U.S.A.! U.S.A.!”

Trott said that North 
Korea, China and Iran 
pose threats that need to 
be countered with a 
strengthened military.

There was extended 
booing when Thott men-
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There were many supporters of U.S. Rep. Dave Trott in the front rows of the hall. They were 
often overshadowed by opponents of Trott and President Trump, who sat mostly in the back.
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Ed Weberman wanted Trott to know that his son Alex, 24, 
who he said has non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, needed more than 
$400,000 of treatment. Weberman wanted to know if Trott 
supported allowing young adults to stay on a parent's policy 
and whether there should be lifetime caps on access to care.

tioned Betsy DeVos, the 
U.S. education secretary, 
and his support for a 
voucher program to help 
parents pay for private 
schools.

“We’ve been spending 
a lot of money on educa
tion and the numbers 
don’t move,” he said.

Trott also:
» Said Trump’s refusal 

to release his tax returns 
“certainly raises ques
tions.”

» Agreed that there 
had been interference by 
Russia in last year’s 
presidential election. “I 
agree with what Presi
dent Obama said, which is 
that there are going to be 
consequences,” he said.

» Said “we have to

keep studying climate 
change,” but that he sees 
room for cuts in the Envi
ronmental Protection 
Agency budget and that 
“President Obama was so 
extreme with his (envi
ronmental) regulation 
stand.”

» Said he’s “not as 
bothered as some” by 
Thump’s repeated week
end trips to Florida be
cause “he appears to be a 
workaholic.” Thump is 
sometimes using Twitter 
at 3 a.m., Thott added, so 
“he’s up doing some
thing.”

» Thott did, however, 
add he was troubled by 
the expense of Thump’s 
Florida visits, which are 
estimated at $3 million

per weekend.
» Said he wishes 

Trump would “Google 
more than tweet” and use 
more care when tweeting 
about foreign policy mat
ters. “I don’t think it’s 
productive,” he said.

» Said “we have to 
secure our southern bor
der” with Mexico, but 
that Thump’s proposed 
wall along the border is 
“a bit of a gimmick.”
Thott said a wall would 
take decades to complete 
because of the legal proc
ess involved in seizing 
land for it.

Taylor felt as though 
Thott held the meeting 
“just to appease” people 
and didn’t really say a lot 
she’d hoped to hear.

“There were a few 
things, like protecting the 
Great Lakes,” Taylor said. 
“He also said he believes 
that universal health care 
is a human right, which is 
interesting because he’s 
set to vote against the 
Affordable Care Act, 
which would cause tens 
of thousands of people to 
lose health insurance in 
his district alone.”

After the town hall, 
Weberman said he was 
disappointed at the length 
of the hour-long meeting. 
“We worked to hard to get 
it and he gave us an hour 
of his time,” he said.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman

oors

Next day installation available on 

in-stock specials while they last! COURTESY OF SEEDLINGS

The Livonia Civic Chorus came out in full force with two teams.
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SEEDLINGS
Continued from Page A1

cause braille books are 
rare and expensive.

Yet braille literacy is 
key to a successful, in
dependent life. According 
to the National Feder
ation of the Blind, blind 
adults fluent in braille 
have an 80 percent 
chance of being em
ployed compared to only 
a 20 percent chance if 
they are not.

Seedlings gives half of 
its books away free. The 
other half are sold for an 
average price of $10 a 
book.

Headlining sponsors of 
the event at Merri-Bowl 
Lanes in Livonia were 
Alpha USA; Cole, Newton 
& Duran; Livonia Build
ers; MASCO, Plymouth 
Lions; State Farm - Ryan 
Wagner; and Valassis.

COURTESY OF SEEDLINGS

With 155 bowlers. Seedlings 
filled all but two of 
Merri-Bowl's 40 lanes.

COURTESY OF SEEDLINGS

Dave Rexroth, chief meteorologist for Channel 7, jokes with 
bowler Eleanor Smith of Livonia.

COURTESY OF SEEDLINGS

Matt Gury of Dearborn, a member of Schoolcraft College's 
Men's Bowling Team, won a trophy for both High Game and 
High Series at the Seedlings fundraiser.

* ( t
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Stevenson tackles hard-luck life with ‘Annie’
Brad Kadrich
hometown I ife.com

Directing the current 
Stevenson High School 
production of “Annie” 
has been an emotional 
experience for drama 
teacher Michael Corliss.

Not only is he oversee
ing the production of a 
play he’s never directed, 
but he’s doing it in the 
only theater he’s ever 
known at Stevenson — 
and it’s his last one in the 
building.

The auditorium at 
Stevenson, built in 1966, 
is being closed in favor of 
a new facility set to open 
next year. That means 
“Annie” will be the last 
show in this auditorium.

“It's a big emotional 
time for me,” said Cor
liss, who has worked at 
Stevenson for 23 years 
and directed his first 
play in the current audi
torium in 1994. “I try not 
to think about it too much 
so I don’t break down.”

If all goes according 
to plan, the auditorium 
will be going out with a 
bang. The play features a 
cast of 45 kids, with an
other 23 in the orchestra 
pit and 25 more on the 
crew. They’ve been re
hearsing since early 
January.

Corliss said he’s never 
directed the show before, 
though he’s been dream
ing of it since he saw it in 
New York nearly 40 
years ago.

“I saw it on Broadway 
in 1978, and I’ve been 
thinking about doing it 
ever since,” Corliss said.

Corliss said the show 
comes with its own set of 
challenges, including 
having high school kids 
playing orphans that are 
7 or 8 years old.

“These kids are 17 and 
18 years old, and the 
orphans are 7 or 8,” Cor
liss said. “That’s not the 
direction they usually go. 
Usually we’re asking 
them to play adults. But 
they’re doing a great 
job.”

The age difference 
was a challenge for sen
ior Abby Thrner, who is 
playing the title role. She 
stepped off-stage to di-
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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Will Cleaveland) tells Annie (Abby Turner) that her parents are dead. Grace Farrell (Elena Bucciarelli) comfors Annie, and 
Daddy Warbucks (Jacob Schaf) reminds her that she's not alone, because he loves her like her father.
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Rooster (Jaylen Flowers), introduces his girl, Lily St. Regis 
(Chloe Grisa) to his older sister Miss Hannigan (Amber 
Ramsey), and tries to con her out of some cash in the opening 
scene. Easy Street. Miss Hannigan is having none of either the 
girlfriend or the cash.

rect the one-act produc
tions last year, but audi
tioned for Annie because 
she’s had a love affair 
with the character since 
singing “Tomorrow” in 
the talent show in fourth 
grade.

“I just fell in love with

the show,” Thrner said. 
“I’ve always wanted to be 
Annie.”

Aside from the age 
difference — “Some of 
the mannerisms are hard 
... Luckily I’m short, so 
that helps,” she said — 
Thrner has enjoyed
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"We'd Like To Thank You, Herbert Hoover" is the song of 
Hooverville.

bringing Annie to life.
“She’s sweet, but she’s 

also a little sassy, which 
is fun,” Thrner said. 
“She’s a little like me. 
Annie is sassy when she 
needs to be. She’s ready 
to fight for herself.”

Senior Jacob Schaf is 
playing Daddy War- 
bucks, the rich man who 
ends up taking Annie in.

Schaf said Warbucks is 
an interesting character 
because he shows a lot of 
growth.

“It’s an interesting 
character development 
for (Warbucks),” Schaf 
said. “At the beginning 
he’s kind of cold-hearted. 
By the end, he goes 
through that Grinch mo
ment where his heart

grows three sizes.”
Senior Elena Buccia

relli is choreographing 
the show, which has pre
sented its own chal
lenges. With so many 
kids in the cast, and 
many of them having 
conflicting extra-curric
ular activities, finding 
the time to work together 
has been difficult.

But Bucciarelli said 
the kids have all been in 
the program for awhile, 
so they are pretty coach
able.

“It hasn’t been too 
difficult,” said Bucciarel
li, who’s been dancing 
since she was 4 years old. 
“We have a lot of kids 
who do (drama) every 
year. The newcomers 
need a little help, but 
they get the steps down 
pretty well.”

“Annie” hits the stage 
at 7 p.m. March 23-25. 
Tickets are $8 at the door.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @bkadrich
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. THE RAT PACK 

SHOW
$35 at MARQUIS THEATRE 

in NORTHVILLE 

SAT APRIL 8 at 7PM

DEAN MARTIN
MAMA MIA RESTAURANT 

In Redford 

SAT. APRIL 29, AT 2PM 

DINNER AND SHOW 

Tickets only $35.00

MARQUIS THEATRE

In NORTHVILLE
SAT MAY 6, at 7 PM 

Show only $35.00

Singing His Greatest HitslB^ 

Danke Schoen, Red Roses,

Daddy Won't Let You Walk So Fast

WAYNE NEWTON 
& BOBBY VALU

Knights of Columbus 

In Livonia 
SAT. MAY 13, at 6PM 

Dinner and Show only $37.50
Singing Hits Songs from: 

“Grease" the Movie 

and the Four Seasons

www.startributesfromlasvegas.com 
Box Office: 248 473 7777
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Community 
clean-up day

Volunteers are needed 
at the 29th District Court, 
34808 Sims, Wayne, from 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
March 25.

Register to volunteer 
at downtownwayne.org 
or call Wayne Main 
Street at 734-629-6822.

Jazz at the Elks
Jazz @ The Elks hap

pens from 7-9:30 p.m. on 
the last Thesday of each 
month. There is a $10 
donation at the door, 
which includes hors 
d’oeuvres.

On Tuesday, March 28, 
the popular The Paul 
VornHagen Quartet will 
perform. Hear the stan
dards and some of his 
original songs. Playing 
with him on reeds is 
Chuck Shermetaro on 
keyboard, Kurt Krahnke 
on bass and Scott Kretzer 
on drums.

The Plymouth-Ann 
Arbor Elks Lodge 325 is 
located at 41700 Ann 
Arbor Road in Plymouth. 
For more information, 
call 734-453-1780, email 
jazzattheelks@gmail.com 
or visit
www.plyaa325.com.

UpJumped spring 
concert

The Schoolcraft Jazz 
Studies Program under 
the direction of Dr. Ric- 
cardo Selva and the Syn
thesizer Ensemble under 
the direction of Dr. Bar
ton Polot present a con
cert featuring the tal
ented musicians and 
vocalists of the Jazz En
semble, Vocal Jazz En
semble, Jazz Improvisa
tion Combo, and Syn
thesizer Ensemble.

The eclectic reper
toire programmed by the 
ensembles will unfold 
into a lively and creative 
concert that promises to 
usher in the freshness of 
Spring.

The concert is set for 
7:30 p.m. Monday, March 
27, at Schoolcraft Col
lege’s VisTaTech Center, 
DiPonio Room.

Admission is free. 
Donations will be grate
fully accepted at the door 
and will be used to fund 
student scholarships and 
the jazz program.

School open house
St. Michael Lutheran 

School, located at 3003 
Hannan Road in Wayne, 
is hosting an all-school 
open house from 10 a.m.

to noon Saturday, April 1. 
Meet teachers and learn 
about programs. Also, 
the Leslie Science Center 
from Ann Arbor will 
present a wild animal 
exhibit from 11 a.m. to 
noon. For more informa
tion, call 734-728-3315.

April Fools' Softball
On Saturday, April 1, 

there will be a 10-team 
tournament, modified 
Chicago-style double 
elimination, champi
onship game. Teams are 
co-ed. Minimum five 
females and five males. 
Rain, shine or snow, the 
tourney will take place.

Registration fee is 
$150. Winning team re
ceives T-shirts. Regis
tration and payment are 
accepted at the Wayne 
Senior Services Office in 
the HYPE Recreation 
Center, 4635 Howe Road, 
Wayne. Organized by M3 
to benefit the Wayne 
Commission on Aging.

Artists-of-the-year
Tbesday Musicale of 

Detroit presents it 2017 
Artists-of-the-Year con
cert featuring duo pia
nists Yuki and Tomoko 
Mack at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 2, at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church, 38651 
Woodward Ave., just 
north of Lone Pine Road, 
Bloomfield Hills.. The 
concert will benefit a 
program supporting 
scholarships for out
standing young musi
cians.

The Mack Sisters will 
perform works by 
Brahms, Mendelssohn, 
Liszt, Smetana, Rach
maninoff, Barber and 
Gershwin.

Admission for adults 
$25; students $10; stu
dents 18 and under free 
(Courtesy of Perlman 
Insurance Agency). 
Scholarship Support: $50, 

75, $100, $250, $500,
1,000 (gifts above the 

cost of tickets are tax- 
deductible). Make credit 
card purchases at 313- 
885-7882. Mail checks 
payable to Thesday Mu
sicale of Detroit, P.O. Box 
36535, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48236, or visit 
www.tuesdaymusicale
ofdetroit.org for more 
information. Tuesday 
Musicale of Detroit is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organi
zation.

Monte Nagler 
speaks

Three Cities Art Club 
will have renowned Far-

MONTE NAGLER

Photographer Monte Nagler will speak April 3 to the Three 
Cities Art Club.

ABSTRACT
WAYNE CITY COUNCIL MEETING NO. 2017-07 

March 7, 2017
A Special Meeting of the City Council was held Tuesday, March 
7, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wayne City Hall, 3355 S. Wayne Rd. 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT. The City Council discussed legal 
services firms and selected Fausone-Bohn. Adjourned at 7:49 
p.m.

Matthew K. Miller
„ u City Clerk
Published: March 23, 2017 looooo3i5898 2x1.5

Abandoned Vehicle Auction 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 12pm

Sparks Auto and Towing
34043 Ford Road, Westland MI

1. 2001 Dodge 1B4H528N61F619383
2. 2002 Ford 3FAHP37352R126282
3. 2002 Mercury 4M2ZY12T52DJ14412
4. 1998 Nissan 1N4DL01D6WC167647
5. 2003 Land Rover SALNE22223A271408
6. 1999 Ford lFMRU17L7XLbl9556
7. 2006 Saturn 1G8ZS57B78F256032
8. 2004 Ford 2FMZA524233A69921
9. 2003 Ford 1FAFP383X3W288901
10. 2002 Dodge 1B7GG32N82S591464
11. 2003 Buick 3G5DB03E03S581264
12. 2005 Dodge 1B3EL46XX5N510165
13. 2000 Ford 1FMPU16L0YLB04312
14. 1997 Honda 1HGCD566XVA134513
15. 1996 Toyota 4T1BF12K3TU134229
16.1996 Mercedes WGBHA22E7TF378594
17. 1992 Chevrolet 1G1JC144XN7181811
Publish: March 23,2017 LO-0000315971 2x3

LENTEN SEAFOOD 
BUFFET

FRIDAYS
March 3 — April 7 * 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

BUFFET MENU
Soup Fried and Baked Cod Fried Calamari Pasta (variety)

Cole Slaw* French Fries Vegetable Garden Salad Cold Salads (variety) 
Dessert available ala carte (ask server for selection)

CASH BAR AVAILABLE

Adults: $12.50 Children under 10: $7.00 (Gratuity not Included In price)

‘No seafood Buffet on 3/17/17. 
Join us for our St. Patrick's Day Party! 

Fish and chips will be available.

*No Seafood Buffet on Good Friday, 
April 14,2017

mington Hills photog
rapher Monte Nagler as 
its guest speaker. He will 
reveal some of his se
crets for creating award
winning photos, the club 
says. The public is wel
come to attend this free 
event, which is set for 7-9 
p.m. Monday, April 3, at 
Canton Township Hall, 
lower level meeting 
room, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road, Canton. 
Light refreshments will 
be served.

For more information 
about this event, contact 
Marilyn Meredith at 
313-231-3939 or 
marilynmeredith@ 
wowway.com. For more 
information about the art 
club, visit www.threec- 
itiesartclub.org.

Bunny Brunch
The annual Bunny 

Brunch will take place at 
11 a.m. Saturday, April 8, 
at the Civic Park Senior 
Center, 15218 Farmington 
Road, Livonia. The event 
includes lunch, crafts 
and a visit from the East
er Bunny.

Tickets are $6 for 
Livonia residents and $9 
for non-residents at the 
Kirksey Recreation Cen
ter, 15100 Hubbard. All 
attendees over age 2 
must have a ticket. For 
more information, call 
734-466-2900.

Easter Egg Hunt
The Cherry Hill Unit

ed Methodist Church will 
host an Easter egg hunt 
for all children from 
noon to 1 p.m. Sunday, 
April 9, at the church, 321 
S. Ridge Road, between 
Cherry Hill Road and 
Michigan Ave., Canton. 
Hunt for candy and small 
toy-filled plastic eggs 
that will be hidden inside 
the church. Have a pic
ture taken with the East
er bunny. For more in
formation, call the 
church at 734-495-0035.
Neighbors and 
Friends

Livonia Neighbors and 
Friends, a Women’s Club 
in Livonia, will welcome 
back retired Sgt. Robert 
Haig of the Detroit Police 
Department on Tuesday, 
April 11. Haig will dis
cuss how not to become a 
victim of gypsy scams, 
utility work imperson
ators, pigeon drops and 
computer and phone 
scams. The “Don’t Get 
Scammed” event will 
take place at the Emman
uel Lutheran Church, 
34567 Seven Mile Road in 
Livonia.

Livonia Neighbors and 
Friends (A Women’s Club 
in Livonia) is open to 
women who live/work in 
Livonia and its surround
ing communities. Gener
al meetings are held on 
the second Tuesday of 
every month, September 
through May at 7 p.m.. 
Special activity groups 
continue to meet year 
round. For more informa
tion visit,
livonianeighbors
andfriends.tripod.com.

For the ladies
Crossroads Church, 

34500 Six Mile Road, 
Livonia (meeting in the 
lower level of Trinity

Church, enter through 
the north side doors), will 
host a Ladies Craft Night 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 24.

This month’s theme: 
T-shirt bags. Make two 
bags. Keep one and do
nate one to be filled with 
goodies for new babies 
and moms through a 
local crisis pregnancy 
center. Bring one pair of 
good cutting scissors (if 
available), 1 T-shirt 
(youth XL to adult med) 
to make in to a bag, and 
donations for bags (see 
website for suggestions 
to donate). Cost: $5 dona
tion.

For more information, 
visit www.crossroad- 
snow.org, or call the 
church office at 734-338- 
5149.

For parents
Crossroads Church, 

34500 Six Mile Road, 
Livonia (meeting in the 
lower level of Trinity 
Church, enter through 
the north side doors) 
offers Creating a Safe 
Internet for Our Kids 7-9 
p.m., Wednesday, March 
29. A free Internet safety 
seminar for parents. You 
love your kids. You work 
hard to keep them them. 
But the internet is call
ing. Find out what you 
can do to protect them. 
For more information, 
visit www.crossroad- 
snow.org, or call the 
church office at 734-338- 
5149.

All about the arts
Wayne County Com

munity College’s All 
about the Arts series 
welcomes The Boogie 
Woogie Kid Thio (Emma 
Aboukasm, Matthew Ball 
and Gary Stevens) from 
7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 30, at the college, 
9555 Haggerty Road, 
Belleville. Admission is 
free and refreshments 
are available. For more 
information, call 734-374- 
3232.

Archery range to 
open

The Livonia Archery 
Range will open for the 
season at 10 a.m. Sat
urday, April 1. The Ar
chery Range, on Glen
dale Avenue east of Far
mington between Ply
mouth and 1-96, offers 
several target lanes and 
one lane specifically for 
shooting broad heads to 
tune-in hunting bows.

The archery range is 
open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each Saturday, April 
through October, and 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. each Sun
day, May through Octo
ber. An adult must ac
company all children 
ages 10 and under.

Daily fees for adults 
are $4 for Livonia resi
dents and $6 for non
residents. Children are 
$2 for Livonia residents 
and $4 for non-residents. 
Season pass rates are 
also available. For more 
information, call 734-466- 
2900 or visit 
www.ci.livonia.mi.us.
Hearing Loss 
Association

Rap Session. This 
event will allow guests to 
share questions, con

cerns, successes and 
disappointments in an 
open session that focuses 
on individual needs. 
There is no cost and is 
open to all. April 12 meet
ing
Westland gallery 
exhibit

Local artist and art 
instructor Vincent Maio- 
rana will have his art 
showcased in a solo exhi
bition at Westland’s Gal
lery at City Hall during 
the month of April. The 
public is invited to see 
the exhibition during this 
month-long exhibition of 
some of Maiorana’s best 
paintings.

His acrylic and water- 
color paintings are 
owned and enjoyed by 
people throughout the 
country. He has exhibited 
and sold paintings at art 
fairs in Wyandotte and 
Livonia, Canton’s Liberty 
Fest and Fine Art Exhibi
tion, Northville’s Sharing 
the Gift and City Halls in 
Livonia and Garden City. 
Upon request he has also 
hung his art in local 
places of business. He 
has been affiliated with 
art clubs in Redford, 
Farmington and Livonia. 
He is currently a life 
member of Three Cities 
Art Club.

The exhibition is part 
of joint operating agree
ment between Three 
Cities Art Club and the 
city of Westland. It will 
be on display from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and any other 
times city hall is open 
April 1-26, in the Gallery 
at City Hall, in West
land’s City Hall, 36300 
Warren Road. For other 
times, city hall will be 
open, visit
www.cityofwestland/
services/eventsin
westland.com.

For more information 
or to purchase art, con
tact Maiorana at 734-495- 
9153.

Angels and baby 
gowns

Angels Above Baby 
Gowns with Garden City 
High School will host a 
Prom Dress Event from 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat
urday April 22. These 
gently used dresses will 
be available for anyone 
in need, free of charge. A 
$10 donation to cover the 
cleaning cost is suggest
ed. This donation will go 
directly to the nonprofit 
AABG. For more infor
mation, contact Dawn 
Lafferty at 734-421-2322 
or
angelsabovebabygowns 
mi@gmail.com. Wedding 
gowns will not be col
lected at this event is at 
Garden City High School, 
6500 Middlebelt.

Slice for Life
Buddy’s Pizza will 

team up with the Ca
puchin Soup Kitchen to 
host the 41st annual Slice 
for Life fundraiser. From 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. April 24, 
patrons who purchase a 
ticket can visit any Bud
dy’s Pizza full-service 
location to enjoy an all- 
you-can-eat two-topping 
pizza and salad meal. A 
carry-out option is also 
available for purchase at 
all 11 Buddy’s Pizza loca
tions and includes either 
a four-square two-top- 
ping pizza or a medium
sized salad.

Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $7 for chil
dren. Advance tickets 
can be purchased at 
www.cskdetroit.org or by 
calling 313-579-2100, ext. 
170. Tickets will also be 
available at the door. All 
ticket holders may also 
register to win one eight- 
square Buddy’s Pizza 
every month for one 
year. Proceeds will bene
fit Capuchin Soup Kitch
en’s community outreach 
services.

Change of date
Faith Community 

Wesleyan Church, 14560

Merriman Road, Livonia, 
has changed the date of 
the Annual Mystery 
Purse Auction to noon 
Saturday, April 22. For 
more information, call 
Melissa at 734-765-1827. 

Community 
craft-making

The public is invited 
to join others for craft
making fun from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
1, at the Clarenceville 
United Methodist 
Church, 20300 Middlebelt 
Road, Livonia. This is a 
free event. Just bring 
your own craft materials 
and enjoy the conversa
tion and fellowship of 
other crafters. You can 
also bring a snack to 
share if you wish. Bever
ages will be provided.

For more information, 
call the church office at 
248-474-3444 or email the 
church at
clarencevillechurch@
gmail.com.

Mom2Mom Sale
Spring cleaning is 

almost here. Time to 
clean out your kids’ clos
ets and drawers. Don’t 
know what to do with the 
things they’ve outgrown 
or never even got a 
chance to wear? Do they 
have toys they never 
play with anymore? Rent 
a table and sell them at 
the Garden City High 
School Spring 
Mom2Mom Sale (you 
keep all the money you 
make). Or, come shop
ping to find great deals 
on new and gently used 
baby and kids’ clothes as 
well as toys, games, 
DVDs, books, strollers, 
bikes, swings, etc.

The sale is from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. with an early 
bird at 8:30 a.m. Sat
urday, April 22. There 
will be more than 75 
tables to shop from, a 
large item area, conces
sions and a bake sale. 
Admission is $1, strollers 
welcome.

Garden City High 
School is at 6500 Middle- 
belt Road, between Ford 
Road and Warren. Tables 
are $25 for an 8-foot ta
ble, including standard 
rack space (you provide 
rack). No vendors please. 
For more information, 
visit www.facebook.com/ 
gcmom2momsale or 
email gcmom2momsale@ 
hotmail.com

Gluten Free Food 
Fair

The TM County Celiac 
Support Group is having 
a 16th annual Gluten Free 
Food Fair from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. May 6, at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 
26165 Farmington Road, 
Farmington Hills. 2Enjoy 
samples, shopping, door 
prizes, raffles and more. 
Members are free, there 
is a fee for non-members. 
For more information, 
contact Ellen Hechler at 
248-345-9041 or email 
ellenhec@hotmail.com

Great Bacon Run
Registration for the 

Great Bacon Run/Walk is 
open. Sign up at the Gar
den City Parks and Rec 
office at 200 Log Cabin 
Drive from noon to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday or at 
https://allsportsraces. 
redpodium.com/great- 
bacon-runwalk.

Registration prices 
are 5K Run/Walk $30 
(through April 30), $35 
(May 1-June 2), $40 
(June 3 - Race Day); Kids 
Zi Mile Fun Run $10 
(through Jun 2), $12 
(June 3 - Race Day)

All 5K participants 
will receive a finisher 
medal, tech shirt and 
Bacon Awards will be 
given to the top three 
finishers in each 5K age 
category, including over
all. Junior Bacon runners 
will receive a t-shirt and 
participation medal. 
Lunch will be available to 
the public with proceeds 
benefiting the Garden 
City Goodfellows.

HELLENIC

Hellenic Cultural Center
at Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church 
36375 Joy Rd., Westland, Ml 48185 
(734)525-35SO
hellenlccc@gmaB.com

CITY OF WAYNE 
PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning Commission of 
the City of Wayne, Michigan will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., or soon thereafter as 
may be heard, at the Wayne City Hail, 3355 South Wayne 
Road, Wayne, MI 48184. To consider an amendment to 
Chapter 1282 Off Street Parking and Loading in the Codified 
Ordinance of Wayne. The public is invited to attend and be 
heard. At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the Planning 
Commission may act upon this matter.

MATTHEW K. MILLER 
CITY CLERK

Published: March 23, 2017

St.Michael the Archangel Parish presents its
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

OTTO IPW

All Fridays in Lent except Good Epd: 
4:30 - 7:00 PM
In the school cafeteria

Full Dinners Carry out available at $9
Adults: $18; Seniors, $8; Kids 3-11, $5; Kids under 3, FREE
Choice of hand-dipped fresh Atlantic cod, fried or baked, 
with all the trimmings, including beverage and ice cream.

11441 Hubbard Rd, Livonia 734-261-1455, ext. 200

&
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Relationships

Built on Trust
Family owned & operated

since 1961

Kroll EoHstructwn^RWs

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • BATHROOMS 
• KITCHENS • GUTTER PROTECTION

ROOFING FROM
UP TO

A MONTH
Kroll Construction employs the 

most highly trained, highly skilled 
roofing contractors in Detroit and

in the Detroit Metro area.

*1000 OFF
Roofing 

or Siding
Limited time offer - call now!

Previous orders excluded.

>500 OFF
; Any Set of ; 
! 5 Windows J
J Limited time offer - call now! J I Previous orders excluded. j

KROLL

i*3000FFi
i Gutterqlove*1
I The End of I 
1 Cleaning Gutters [
, Limited time offer - call now!,
I Previous orders excluded. |

UP TO

*1000 OFF
Kitchen or Bath 

Remodeling
Limited time offer - call now!

Previous orders excluded.

ROOFINGWINDOWSSIDING

866-319-4929 " ' ENERGY STAR 
PARTNER
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Pam Phillips shows off some of the many dresses available.

Prom dresses going for $20 
this weekend in Livonia

Livonia foundation to award 
$41,000 in grants

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

There aren’t many 
places where 95 percent 
off is the norm for a sale. 
But for the annual 2nd 
Life Prom Dress Sale at 
Livonia’s St. Paul Presby
terian Church, as much as 
95 percent off is pretty 
standard.

“It’s fun to see the kids 
in them and their beauti
ful,” said Pam Phillips, a 
parishioner who has 
helped put on the sale the 
last several years.

The church, located at 
27475 Five Mile just west 
of Inkster, will hold its 
sixth annual prom dress 
sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday. More than 1,100 
dresses, tops, shoes, 
jewelry, purses and other 
accessories are available 
to purchase at flat prices. 
Prom dresses, no matter 
the original sticker price, 
are all $20 cash.

It’s an event, Phillips 
said, that attracts girls

and families from all over 
the region and out-of- 
state, too. She said 
they’ve had customers 
come from Ohio and Can
ada in recent years, look
ing to score a great deal 
on a dress.

Admission to the sale 
is free, though attendees 
will need a ticket to ac
cess the floor. Tickets will 
be given out starting at 7 
a.m. Saturday in the park
ing lot of the church. 
Phillips said it’s not un
common to see cars begin 
pulling up at 6 a.m. to try 
to be first in line. The 
church will open its doors 
at 8 a.m. for people to 
wait inside before the 
sale begins.

“When they see us 
unlock the door, they 
come running,” said the 
Plymouth resident and 
longtime St. Paul’s parish
ioner.

It’s Phillips’s hope 
between 300 and 500 
people attend Saturday.

From there, several

people will be ushered 
into the area where the 
dresses are to try them on 
and find that special 
gown. There are several 
volunteers who can make 
some minor alterations, 
including hemming, strap 
alterations and other 
adjustments. Several 
dressing areas have also 
been constructed for 
customers to try on the 
dresses.

They come in a wide 
range of colors, fashions 
and sizes, Phillips said. 
Anything from size 0 to 
size 28 is available.

And it’s not just an 
event for prom, either, 
Phillips said. There are 
plenty of dresses that go 
well for other events such 
as homecoming, hon
eymoons and other vaca
tions. Phillips recalled 
one shopper way came in 
that wasn’t looking for a 
prom dress.

“She was going on a 
cruise. And she came in 
and bought dresses for

her cruise,” she said. 
“We’ve got dynamite 
dresses for cruises, for 
vacation, summer. Sum
mer’s coming up.”

And while the dresses 
are the highlight of the 
event, the funds brought 
in go to help the commu
nity. All the proceeds will 
go toward helping feed 
the hungry, as well as 
helping some students 
from Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church 
going to Alaska to build a 
home and the Life Re
modeled project in De
troit.

“We have our food 
pantry where we give out 
hundreds of bags of 
food,” she said. “We have 
given out over 8,000 
pounds of fresh produce 
since we started our gar
den.

“Where our money 
goes, we go.”

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

The Livonia Commu
nity Foundation will 
award a record $41,075 
in grants to 12 organiza
tions at 7 p.m. Wednes
day, April 4, in Livonia’s 
Robert and Janet Ben
nett Civic Center Li
brary Auditorium.

“We are pleased to 
fund these community 
efforts,” foundation 
President Brian Meakin 
said.

Meakin said the foun
dation’s investments 
have been doing better, 
the result of the re
newed investment envi
ronment and a very 
effective asset man
ager. He said that in 
2012 the foundation’s 
assets reached just over 
$1 million and it con
tinues to grow from 
donations and good 
investment strategies. 
Meakin is going on his 
eighth year as presi
dent.

The foundation is a 
permanent endowment, 
a trust fund, built by 
citizen and corporate 
donors to support Livo
nia’s charitable, cultur
al, arts, historical, edu
cational and recreation
al institutions. It was 
chartered in 1995.

Following its first 
full year, the endow
ment balance was 
$32,000. In 1997, the 
first year funds were 
available for grants, 
they awarded $1,500.

“We are proud to 
rovide this year’s 
41,075 in grants.

Thanks to the generous 
support from the com
munity over the last 19 
years, we have provided 
grants totaling $398,185 
to organizations serving 
the residents in Livo
nia.” Meakin said.

A committee, chaired 
this year by board mem
ber Mark Bublitz, re
viewed grant applica
tions to decide which 
ones most meet the 
foundation’s mission to 
promote and develop 
community resources,

properties and civic 
treasures; promote, 
support and develop 
public interest in the 
arts and other local 
cultural undertakings; 
and to promote pro
grams that contribute to 
the welfare of the com
munity and the needs of 
its citizens.

The organizations 
approved for grants this 
year are:

» Angela Hospice - 
Honor Our Vets

» Blessings in a 
Backpack

» First Step
» Greenmead Resto

ration Trust Fund
» Livonia Arts & 

Human Relations Com
missions

» Livonia Civic 
Chorus

» Livonia Family 
YMCA summer camp 
programs

» Livonia Goodfel- 
lows - No Child Without 
A Christmas

» Livonia Kids and 
Families

» Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra

» Seedlings Braille 
Books for Children

» Visual Arts Associ
ation of Livonia

The public is encour
aged to attend the 
awards program at the 
Robert and Janet Ben
nett Civic Center Li
brary, east of Farming- 
ton Road on Five Mile. 
The program will fea
ture a performance by 
the Livonia Civic 
Chorus and a short 
video about the organi
zations receiving the 
grants. It will be fol
lowed by a reception 
with light refreshments 
in the Michigan Room.

Committee chair 
Mark Bublitz said, “This 
event gives the public a 
chance to learn about 
the Foundation and the 
organizations serving 
the community.

To RSVP or for more 
information, call Char
lie Mahoney at 248-474- 
0905.

The Center for Joint Replacement

Rediscover Freedom

ST. MARY MERCY 
LIVONIA
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

Don’t panic with tax 
deadline in sight; 
file for extension

Are you living in pain? 
Now is the time to 
Rediscover your mobility.
The Center for Joint Replacement 
at St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a 
comprehensive team approach 
to your care.

Our expert staff will answer your 
questions, discuss joint pain, joint 
replacement procedures, and implant 
options. Learn about our pre-surgical 
classes, choosing a personal coach, 
specialized physical therapy and 
what to expect post-surgery.

Our clinical expertise and team 
approach means shorter hospital 
stays, better pain management 
and faster recovery.

To learn more, 
attend one of our
FREE Educational 
Seminars
6 to 8 p.m.

Thursday, March 23 
Wednesday, April 19 
Thursday, May 25 
Classroom 10
To register for 
a seminar, call 
734-655-2400.

Blue
Distinction*

It’s that time of year 
again, when people are 
rushing to organize 
their tax info and to have 

their returns completed 
by the April 18 deadline. 
This year, because April 
15 falls on a weekend, the 
returns are due April 18. 
That being said, there are 
some issues that are 
important to keep in 
mind. The first deals 
with those who are not 
going to have their re
turns completed by the 
deadline. The second 
issue is for those who 
complete their returns — 
it may be time to prune 
some of those tax rec
ords.

For those who cannot 
complete their returns on 
time, there is no reason 
to panic. One of the mis
takes many people make 
is that they rush to com
plete their returns by the 
April deadline and then 
they make mistakes. It is 
those mistakes that lead 
to IRS scrutiny; I guaran
tee you, no one wants 
that. If you cannot com
plete your returns on 
time, the best course of 
action is to file for an 
extension. The IRS form 
you would use to file for 
your extension is form 
4868. An extension is 
automatic for six months, 
but what trips people up 
is that they need to keep 
in mind that it is an ex
tension of time to file 
your returns, not to pay 
your taxes. You have to 
go through a process to 
guesstimate your tax 
liability to determine 
whether you need to 
make a payment with 
your extension. Keep in 
mind that if you file for a 
federal extension, it will 
automatically apply to 
the state of Michigan, but 
you may have to make an

Before you 
destroy records 
from 10 and 20 
years ago, it’s a 
good idea to 
check your Social 
Security
earnings to make 
sure you received 
the proper credit 
for the years you 
worked.

estimated payment.
Many people believe 

that if you file for an 
extension, you increase 
your audit risk; that is 
not the case. Filing for an 
extension will not in
crease your audit risk. 
Filing sloppy returns or 
incomplete returns will 
definitely increase you 
audit risk, not filing for 
an extension. If you can’t 
properly complete and 
file your return by the 
April 18 deadline, do 
yourself a favor and file 
for an extension.

The other issue is for 
those who have complet
ed your returns — it may 
be a good idea to prune 
your tax files. Without 
question, you should save 
at least the last three 
years returns and the 
backup data. The IRS can 
audit you up to three 
years after you’ve filed 
your returns. That being 
said, in most cases I tell

people to retain their tax 
information for seven 
years. In rare cases 
where the IRS suspects 
fraud or where you un
derreported your income 
by 25 percent or more, 
the IRS can extend the 
time for an audit. That is 
why I tell people to retain 
their information for at 
least seven years. For 
anything past seven 
years, you are probably 
safe to destroy that in
formation. One caveat to 
this deals with Social 
Security.

Before you destroy 
records from 10 and 20 
years ago, it’s a good idea 
to check your Social 
Security earnings to 
make sure you received 
the proper credit for the 
years you worked. If you 
have gotten the proper 
credit for your work 
years, then there is virtu
ally no reason to save 
your old returns and 
documentation.

It is important to keep 
in mind that your tax 
information contains lots 
of sensitive information, 
such as your Social Secu
rity number; you have to 
properly dispose of this 
material. My advice is 
that anything with tax 
information should be 
shredded in order to 
protect yourself.

One last note: To make 
filing your 2017 tax re
turn as easy as possible, 
it is also a great time of 
year to set up a record 
system for your 2017 tax 
returns.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
bloomassetmanagement. com.
If you would like him to 
respond to questions, email 
Rick@bloomasset 
management.com.

« 4
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fund our schools

I am tired of our 
state representatives 
who choose to segre
gate their kids from 
the community by put
ting them in private or 
charter schools, telling 
me that public schools 
don’t work. I know 
public schools work 
because both of my 
kids attended public 
schools, I attended 
public schools, and 
most of my friends’ 
kids attended public 
schools. All are doing 
well.

When we were grow
ing up it was the par
ents and teachers 
working together to 
ensure the child got a 
good education. Now, 
our representatives 
spend a great deal of 
time demeaning teach
ers and their big bad 
union bosses (who are 
also teachers and your 
neighbors, not some 
thug in a warehouse 
planning to rob you). 
They are diminishing 
our communities by 
separating us into little 
“for profit” schools. 
Money that should be 
spent in classrooms is 
being used for adver
tising and creating 
more schools than we 
have students to fill.

They are using 
choice as the excuse to 
promote charter 
schools and private 
schools instead of 
funding our schools 
properly. Choice is 
important, but should 
not be the only consid
eration in determining 
what makes a success
ful school. In Michigan 
we have allowed choice 
with very little over
sight. Our representa
tives continue to ignore 
the lackluster results 
of the charter school 
experiment. What they 
are really after is a 
voucher system that 
allows state money to 
be used for us to pay 
for their child’s reli
gious education. The 
problem is that it is 
unconstitutional. By 
ignoring the constitu
tion and having negli
gible oversight, tax 
dollars could be given 
to institutions that are 
teaching prejudice and 
bigotry instead of pre
paring students to be 
productive members of 
society. That’s not a 
choice I want my tax 
dollars to go for.

The real problem 
with education is in the 
cities where poverty is 
rampant. No one wants 
to talk about how to fix 
that because they will 
say we don’t have the 
money. My answer to 
that is, “Yes, you do." 
Nineteen percent of 
our budget goes to our 
“for profit” prison 
system and 15 percent 
goes to public educa
tion. Where are their 
priorities? They will 
tell you we have to 
keep the bad guys off 
the streets. But bad 
guys are not just indi
viduals, but also busi
nesses and corpora
tions. No one in the GM 
ignition switch cover
up went to jail. No one 
in the banking industry 
went to jail for causing 
the U.S. economy to go 
into a depression. The 
people that go to jail 
are ones that might 
have benefited from 
that 4-percent differ
ence in the education 
budget at the begin
ning of their lives.

Let’s stick with im
proving our communi
ty by funding our 
schools so that they are 
state of the art with 
quality teachers that 
can earn a decent liv
ing. If you believe your 
child is getting a good 
education in the public 
school they are attend
ing, let your local rep
resentatives know. 
Remember the consti
tution.

Terry Cannon
Livonia

Pay to play
So Rep. David Trott 

finally held a public 
meeting for citizens of

Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com

the 11th District at the 
Novi Showplace. Why 
were many concerned 
citizens who were 
there at the scheduled 
time left out in the 
snow and cold?

With all that has 
been done by local and 
state Republicans to 
hand tax subsidies to 
the Showplace, you 
would think we would 
get better than that.

If it had been a Re
publican fundraiser, I 
bet no one would have 
been left out. I believe 
that is what is called 
“pay to play.”

Chuck Tindall 
Novi

Trott doesn't get it
After more than 600 

days without a face-to- 
face meeting with citi
zens, Dave Trott, Re
publican 11th District, 
scheduled a one hour 
meeting at 8:30 a.m. on 
a Saturday morning. 
Leaving Plymouth at 
7:30, driving on treach
erously slippery roads, 
four of us arrived at 
the Suburban Collec
tion Showplace in Novi 
at 8 a.m. when doors 
were to open. The line 
was long, stretching 
along the sidewalk and 
around the building.

The room reserved 
for this meeting was 
dramatically inade
quate and most people 
remained locked out
doors in the snow and 
cold. We were told we 
could “just stand 
there” if we wanted to, 
but we would not be 
admitted. After 45 
minutes of wet snow 
and no movement, we 
left.

We want our views 
and interests included 
in policy decisions. We 
were motivated to at
tend to have our voices 
heard on education, the 
environment and pub
lic health issues such 
as nutrition and weap
ons. Will only the donor 
class be represented? 
Does our congressman 
know that his call is to 
represent us all, even 
in our tortuously ger
rymandered district? It 
does not seem that he 
does.

Kiki Farrow 
Marjorie Lynch

Debra MacGregor 
Nancy Sullivan

Plymouth

Trump weaknesses 
exposed

For the second time 
in the last two weeks, a 
federal judge has 
blocked Trump’s Mus
lim ban. U.S. District 
Judge Derrick Watson 
ruled yesterday, just 
hours before Trump’s 
new Muslim ban was to 
take effect, that this 
second ban also was 
unconstitutional.

Judge Watson ruled 
Trump unconstitu
tionally restricted trav
el from Somalia, Syria, 
Libya, Yemen, Iran and 
the Sudan. Iraq was 
dropped in this second 
Trump Muslim ban as 
Trump was informed/ 
reminded that Iraqi 
troops were fighting 
along side of American 
troops to defeat ISIS in 
Iraq. Twelve other 
states were poised to 
issue that same federal 
order to halt Trump’s 
second Muslim ban 
attempt.

Trump claims over
reach of activist feder
al judges and claims 
they have weakened 
America. The reverse 
is true and Trump 
weaknesses have been 
exposed as federal 
judges have twice now 
asserted that the U.S. is 
a country governed by 
law. ISIS has used and 
will continue to use 
Trump’s unconstitu
tional Muslim ban as a 
recruiting devise.

First the state of 
Washington and now 
Hawaii has shown 
Trump our birth certif
icate. It is called our 
U.S. Constitution.

Gerald Maxey 
Farmington Hills

World Autism Day: Awareness, 
potential, acceptance

Ewa Omahen
Guest Columnist

On April 2, we cele
brate World Au
tism Awareness 
Day. Our son has just 

turned 15. With every 
birthday, we come a step 
further in understanding 
his neurodiversity and in 
our acceptance and ap
preciation of who he is 
and how far he has come.

When we embarked on 
this journey, following 
the autism diagnosis 
around Patrick’s third 
birthday, things were so 
different. There was no 
Autism Awareness Day, 
no iPads with communi
cation apps and no pro
gramming in our home 
district for students as 
involved as Patrick is. 
Today, he attends a pro
gram for students with 
autism in our neighbor
hood middle school, Hill
side, where he not only 
receives outstanding 
services, but gets the 
benefit of community 
inclusion with his typical 
peers. As a family, we 
have the support of won
derful organizations, like 
the Autism Alliance of 
Michigan and the Arc, 
and can access outside 
services, thanks to au
tism insurance in our 
state.

It is reassuring to 
know how far we have 
come, not only as a fam
ily, but as a community 
and society at large, 
when it comes to aware
ness, acceptance and 
services for those im
pacted by autism spec
trum disorder. Yet, many 
issues remain. One of the

An afternoon of 
musical fun

Farmington Hills resi
dent and trumpeter ex
traordinaire Craig Strain 
recently brought his 
10-piece horn-driven, 
rhythm and blues band 
Dr. Pocket to the elegant 
Joy Manor in Westland 
for a charity concert to 
support the Motor City 
Brass Band.

I * I* I * £ O ^2 ^2 CB & View OnlineLivonia police briefs:
How to reach us:
1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 • www.mideathnotlces.com

Deadlines: Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers 
Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

shoplifting incidents 
reported

An employee for Wal- 
mart, 29574 Seven Mile, 
came into the Livonia 
police station Monday to 
report a retail fraud in
cident.

The employee said a 
man and a woman came 
into the store and were 
seen concealing items in 
a purse. The two paid for 
some items at a register, 
but not the ones in the 
purse. They were 
stopped and taken to the 
loss prevention office, 
where several items 
were recovered. Those 
items included things 
such as lip gloss, lipstick, 
eye shadow and other 
makeup and accessories. 
The two were released 
from the store and a re
port was filed with police.

Stickers taken
An employee at Meij- 

er, 13000 Middlebelt, 
came into the police sta-

ENGAGEMENT
Steve and Melissa 

Watson and Robert and 
Janice Toaso, all of Livo
nia, announce the en
gagement of their chil
dren, Logan Watson and 
Robert (Bob) Toaso Jr.

The bride-to-be and 
her fiance are graduates 
of Stevenson High School 
Class of 2009. Logan 
earned a bachelor's de
gree in packaging from 
Michigan State Univer
sity. Bob graduated with 
an engineering degree 
from Lawrence Techno
logical University.

A July 2017 wedding is 
planned.

Good pals Mario Silvestri and Patrick Omahen.

more pressing ones is 
dispelling many stereo
types and misunder
standings that are still all 
too common.

A common misconcep
tion is that people with 
autism tend to lack em
pathy and may shy away 
from interpersonal rela
tionships. One of the 
basic human needs is the 
need to belong, to be 
accepted and to be em
braced by others. The 
relationships with family 
are a given for children 
living with autism. How
ever, the scenario is of
ten very different when 
it comes to relationships 
with their peers.

Thanks to the insight
ful intervention of the 
Northville Public 
Schools’ bus personnel, 
Patrick has met a very 
special friend, Mario, 
who attends the high 
school. The boys met at 
an outing to Friendship 
Circle two years ago. 
They ride the same bus, 
but at different times. 
Mario kept asking about 
Patrick, so the bus mon

The concert turned 
out to be popular; VIP 
seats sold out immedi
ately. A crowd of some 
120 guests were treated 
to an afternoon of spec
tacular music, food, 
dancing, cash bar, 50/50 
and the company of en
thusiastic, loyal and sup
portive fans.

tion Saturday morning to 
report a retail fraud of 
some stickers at the 
store.

The employee said the 
suspect was seen at the 
self-checkout, though it 
appeared her total had 
been under rung. She was 
seen placing packets of 
stickers that were not 
rung up on top of other 
items on the belt. She was 
also seen by employees 
placing sticker packets 
inside a binder and ring
ing the binder up, but not 
the stickers. She was 
stopped and escorted to 
the loss prevention of
fice, where she said she 
was in a hurry and did not 
given the stickers much 
thought. The employee 
took her information and 
released her.

- Compiled from reports filed 
with the Livonia Police 
Department.

MARK ADRIAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Logan Watson and Robert 
(Bob) Toaso, Jr.

itor suggested that he 
write him a note. The 
note was delivered that 
day by the bus personnel 
to Patrick.

Here we are today, 
two years later, and fol
lowing multiple ex
changes of letters — via 
the school bus — be
tween two special 
friends. Mario writes to 
Patrick about his in
terests, school, family, 
weather, dog and plans. I 
respond on Patrick’s 
behalf — he does not 
write — and with his help 
in the form of stickers 
and drawings.

The boys have met 
and took an instant liking 
to each other. They enjoy 
hanging out and jumping 
on the trampoline or 
shooting basketball. The 
excitement and joy on 
their faces, whenever 
they are together, are 
priceless. Mario is the 
most considerate, caring 
and genuine young man 
one could meet. We feel 
so lucky that our son can 
have such an awesome 
friend. Their joy in the

CURTIS DROGMILLER

Farmington Hills resident and trumpeter extraordinaire Craig 
Strain recently brought his 10-piece horn-driven, rhythm and 
blues band Dr. Pocket to the elegant Joy Manor in Westland 
for a charity concert to support the Motor City Brass Band.

FALVAY

DAVID K. age 95 of 
Bloomfield Hills passed away 
on March 18, 2017. Dave is 
survived by his children, Kirk 
Falvay (Sheri), Denise Wong 
(John), his sister, Suzanne 
Nelson (Richard), and his 
granddaughter, Alexandra 
Wong. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Shirley.
Dave was born in Ripley,
New York. He graduated from 
the University of Michigan, 
served in the US army during 
World War li, and had a long 
and successful career in the 
insurance business. Dave was 
an accomplished trombone 
player winning a national 
award at age 17. After the War 
he formed his dance band 
known as Dave Farley and his 
Orchestra. His band stayed 
together for several decades 
and entertained throughout 
southeast Michigan. Later he 
was instrumental in helping 
to found the Birmingham 
Concert Band and its offshoot 
The Straw Hat Band which 
he played in until he was 90. 
Dave was an active volunteer 
for many charitable causes 
and devoted much of his 
time to helping others. He 
loved to travel with his wife 
and family, and later on his 
own, throughout the world.
A Memorial Service will be 
Saturday, March 25, 2017 
2:00 p.m. at Kirk in the Hills 
Church (1340 W. Long Lake 
Rd., Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48302 
), with a reception to follow.
All are welcome to attend and 
celebrate Dave’s life. In lieu of 
flowers, please send donations 
to Detroit Winds and Strings 
and Hospice of Michigan. 
Condolences to the family may 
be sent to

www.villagefh.com

simple things and their 
ability to live in the mo
ment are truly conta
gious and so inspiring to 
us as their parents.

Friendships and rela
tionships come in all 
varieties. The special 
friendship between Ma
rio and Patrick was initi
ated by the caring trans
portation personnel.
They recognized and 
nurtured the need for 
these boys to be connect
ed, to communicate and 
to have a friend. We all 
need to have meaningful 
relationships with others. 
For some of us, it may 
take extra steps, unique 
ways and caring people 
to facilitate it. The end 
result is a beautiful 
friendship between two 
amazing boys who could 
teach us all a thing or two 
about what it takes to be 
a true friend.

May April 2 be a cele
bration of the precious 
gifts — like Mario’s and 
Patrick’s friendship — 
these children bring to 
our world and a recog
nition of the special peo
ple in their lives. Many 
thanks to the educators, 
bus personnel, profes
sionals, peer pals, family 
members and friends 
who help our children 
build meaningful rela
tionships and feel con
nected.

Ewa Omahen is the mother of a 
15-year-old son with autism, 
who attends Northville Public 
Schools, and works as a 
psychologist for the Walled 
Lake Consolidated Schools 
district. She can be reached at 
ewa.omahenlO@gmail.com.

SUAREZ

RAYMOND Age 95, March 19, 
2017. Born August 11, 1921 in 
Broughton, Kansas. Married to 
Josephine (nee Muscat) May 1, 
1948. Survived by his wife and 
daughters Valerie (Thomas) 
Schilling and Debbra (Howard) 
Long and granddaughter 
Carrie. Visitation was held at 
the R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral 
Home, 15451 Farmington Rd, 
Livonia, Tuesday, March 21 
2-9 p.m. Funeral Service was 
Wednesday, March 22 at 12:30 
p.m. Please share a memory at

www.rggrharris.com

memory of your
laved. one...

... briny you- peace-.

j
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Fresh Thyme Farmers 
Market opens in Canton

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

John and Andrea 
Collum drove from Ypsi
lanti and waited an hour 
in their car for the new 
Fresh Thyme Farmers 
Market to open in Can
ton.

“We’ve been to the 
one in Ann Arbor and we 
love it," John Collum 
said, “but this one is 
closer.”

The Collums were 
among a growing num
ber of customers who 
waited in the parking lot 
Tuesday afternoon until 
Canton’s newest market, 
on Morton Taylor, north 
of Ford Road, opened for 
business.

Inside the store, it 
was a pep rally as em
ployees cheered while 
Bruce VanOverloop, 
Fresh Thyme director of 
operations, stood in the 
checkout area and 
whipped up the crowd 
before letting in the first 
customers.

“We are!...” he yelled.
“Fresh Thyme!...” the 

workers shouted.
Further back in the 

store, James Bridges ran 
a floor scrubber one last 
time. Even though he is a 
subcontractor and not a 
Fresh Thyme employee, 
it didn’t seem that way.

“This feels like my 
store,” he said. “It’s im
portant for the store to 
look good. It’s a reflec
tion on me.”

VanOverloop gave the 
Observer a pre-opening 
tour of the 22,000- 
square-foot store that 
has become the growing 
company’s eighth loca
tion in Michigan. Based 
in Downer Groves, Ill., 
Fresh Thyme has 57 
stores in 10 states, most
ly in the Midwest. The 
first store opened in 
April 2014 in Mount 
Prospect, Ill.

VanOverloop pointed

Fresh Thyme is ready to open.

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Justin Rocheleau stocks grapes an hour before the store opens 
to friends and family. He is a Canton resident.

to colorful, neatly 
stacked produce, a deli 
where the store makes 
its own pizza and sand
wiches, an area packed 
with 8,500 kinds of vita
mins and body care 
products and a meat 
case that includes a 
rotating selection of 40 
different kinds of sau
sages made onsite.

“It’s a huge seller,” 
VanOverloop said.

A 1,000-pound block 
of Wisconsin cheddar 
cheese could be seen in 
one aisle, cheese that 
eventually will make its 
way to a shelf. VanOver
loop said Fresh Thyme

has more than 1,200 
gluten-free products, 
wide selections of orga
nic and non-genetically 
modified, or non-GMO, 
foods and fresh-baked 
goods. Produce accounts 
for 25 percent of the 
store’s stock, most of it 
shipped from a Fresh 
Thyme distribution cen
ter in Illinois.

A.J. Seed of Canton 
has worked for the com
pany for two years, first 
at its Northville location 
and now closer to home 
in Canton.

“I really like working 
here because it’s such a 
friendly environment,”

he said. “I love the ener
gy. It’s great.”

Outside the store, 
Andrea Collum com
mended Fresh Thyme 
employees she has en
countered at the Ann 
Arbor store.

“There’s enough peo
ple to help us find 
things,” she said.

VanOverloop said 
that’s by design.

“We’re bringing back 
a culture that truly em
braces the customer,” he 
said.

VanOverloop said 
Fresh Thyme chose 
Canton because it is a 
thriving community and 
has a built-in customer 
base along the Ford 
Road corridor and “per
fect” demographics.

“It really is a mix of 
people,” he said.

For John and Andrea 
Collum, it comes down to 
fresh food at decent 
prices, a place that’s 
worth the drive from 
Ypsilanti.

dclem@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: ©CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

JENNIFER ARNETT

This Plymouth kitchen was remodeled by the Sharer Design 
Group.

Remodeled Home Tour 
set for this weekend

The 2017 NARI Tour 
of Remodeled Homes 
will take place Saturday 
and Sunday, March 25- 
26, throughout the com
munities of Dexter, Ann 
Arbor, Plymouth and 
Canton.

This event offers the 
opportunity for attend
ees to see firsthand how 
local design build profes
sionals have worked 
within existing con
straints to produce new 
and vibrant living 
spaces. This year’s tour 
offers an eclectic mix of 
design aesthetics, rang
ing from traditional 
additions to very con
temporary kitchens, as 
well as several whole 
home transformations.

Attendees will see 
some of the latest trends 
in the remodeling indus
try and how those trends 
can be applied to their 
homes. Attendees will 
also be able to speak 
with design and remod
eling professionals at 
each home featured on 
the tour, offering a 
unique opportunity to 
anyone contemplating 
renovation work.

This year’s tour is 
sponsored by Mans Lum
ber & Millwork, family 
owned since 1900. The 
Mans family has ser
viced the lumber and 
building needs of metro

CJ. SOUTH

This foyer in a Plymouth 
home will be showcased on 
the remodeled home tour. It 
was completed by DJL 
Builders.

Detroit and Ann Arbor. 
Admission is $10 per

person, with children 
ages 5 and under free. 
Tickets are available at 
all 10 of the Tour of Re
modeled Homes pro
jects. Tickets must be 
validated before enter
ing and are good for use 
on both days of the tour. 
Each ticket sale is ac
companied by a compli
mentary tour guide, 
complete with project 
map. Online ticket sales 
are available at 
www.2017tourof 
remodeledhomes. 
eventbrite.com.

■ When it comes to orthopedic care, listening helps us see your whole picture.
A small pain can be a big problem that affects everything you do. Ascension’ care teams at
St. John Providence take the time to listen so we can understand all aspects of you and your life.

Our doctors specialize in advanced care with convenient 
locations throughout the area. Find an orthopedic doctor 
who is right for you at stjohnprovidence.org/orthopedics.

A
SrJOHN

Providence.
Ascension
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LIVONIA CHURCHILL TRACK & FIELD

New coach vows 
to honor Austin

McClellan succeeds late mentor at Chargers’ helm, 

says team will work to ‘make him proud of us’

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Jordan McClellan is thank
ful of everything Rick Austin 
did for him, hiring him as Livo
nia Churchill pole vault coach 
five years ago when all he did 
was show up and help out at 
Chargers meets.

But in the wake of Austin’s 
untimely death March 6, the

34-year-old McClellan will 
have a greater opportunity to 
show thanks to his mentor — 
by doing a good job as interim 
head coach of Churchill’s var
sity boys track and field team.

McClellan is succeeding the 
late Austin, who was Chargers’ 
head coach for 21 years.

“It’s really weird, no doubt,” 

See CHARGERS, Page B3

SUBMITTED

Veteran Livonia Churchill pole vault coach Jordan McClellan (fifth from left) is shown with seven all-staters he 
coached in recent years with the Chargers. McClellan recently was named the boys team's interim head coach.

COLLEGE BASEBALL PREVIEW

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Schoolcraft College head baseball coach Rob Fay (left) and associate head coach Bob Bracci talk to players at the close of Monday's practice. The team 
plays four twinbills between Tuesday and Saturday, weather permitting.

OCELOTS JUMP INTO FRAY
Second-year Schoolcraft 

baseball team will test 

improved depth with 

first-week slate of four

doubleheaders

Tim Smith
hometown I ife.com

The reality that playing 
college baseball is a grind is 
going to face Schoolcraft Col
lege players like Nick Roma- 
nauski and Hunter Sellers in a 
big way this week.

Bring it on, both maintain, 
as the second-year Ocelots 
baseball team — which went 
1-4 in a late February trek to 
Kentucky and Tennessee — 
plays four doubleheaders in 
five days this week as the 2017 
season gets going on Michigan 
diamonds.

“We just need to stay men
tally strong, we need to trust 
each other,” said Romanauski, 
a sophomore catcher and co
captain from Canton High 
School. “This is where we’re 
really going to have to bond 
this upcoming week. We’re

about to see what it’s like to 
travel almost every day. And 
we’re going to have to beat 
some teams.”

Romanauski, getting in 
some swings inside School
craft’s dome Monday along 
with freshman catcher Tyler 
Chase, added that it’s no prob
lem that the team won’t be 
able to play home games at 
Livonia’s Ford Field until mid- 
April. Saturday’s twinbill 
against Mott Community Col
lege originally was slated for 
Ford Field.

“We’re up to the challenge; 
we want to play,” Romanauski 
said.

Let's go
He can’t wait for games to 

resume, having gone 5-for-10 
with three doubles during the 
spring trip.

“Really excited, the guys 
are ready to go,” Romanauski 
said. “We’ve been cooped up in 
here (dome). We’re ready to 
play some ball again.”

Livonia Franklin alum Sell
ers, who returns as School
craft’s starting second base- 
man, echoed Romanauski.

See OCELOTS, Page B3

WOMEN'S HOCKEY

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Listening to coaches talk about the upcoming week of games is 
Schoolcraft starting second baseman Hunter Sellers, an alum of Livonia 
Franklin.

Hope grows 
boycott 

won’t last
USA Hockey, U.S. women’s 

team optimistic after 

bargaining session

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

It’s still anybody’s guess as 
to whether actual members of 
the U.S. Women’s National 
Hockey Team or replacement 
players will skate onto the 
USA Hockey Arena ice March 
31 during the upcoming World 
Championships.

But a promising round of 
negotiations in Philadelphia on 
Monday between USA Hockey 
officials and a contingent of 
women’s players and their 
lawyers at least show a ray of 
sunshine on what was a com
pletely gloomy forecast.

“We’re excited about the 
discussions that took place 
yesterday, very positive pro
gress made on both sides,” 
said Dave Fischer, senior di
rector of communications for 
USA Hockey. “Both sides are 
working hard to get to a reso
lution that leads to the players 
that we selected previously to 
compete as the U.S. Women’s 
National Team in the world 
championships, that they’re 
the ones on the ice in Ply
mouth come March 31.”

On the final day of March, 
defending tournament champi
on Team USA is scheduled to 
face Canada in a preliminary 
round game (7:30 p.m. puck 
drop) with a game at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 1 against Rus
sia to follow.

The boycott of the 2017 
International Ice Hockey Fed
eration Women’s World Cham
pionships, which continue 
through April 7 and include 
eight countries, reportedly 
stems from players’ frustra
tion over lagging financial 
compensation from governing 
body USA Hockey — especial
ly compared to what men re
ceive — for non-Olympic 
years.

According to an article 
Tuesday in USA TODAY, near
ly 20 players were on hand for 
a marathon bargaining session 
that included USA Hockey 
president Jim Smith, exec
utive director Dave Ogrean, 
director of women’s hockey 
Reagan Carey and treasurer

GIRLS HOCKEY

Blaze-ing honor for Ladywood’s Hayward

Ladywood senior forward Katie Hayward was named Michigan Hockey 
Weekly's co-Miss Hockey.

Publication names senior 

forward ‘co-Miss Hockey’

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Livonia Ladywood senior 
Katie Hayward received the 
ultimate individual prize Sun
day when she was named 
Michigan Hockey Weekly’s 
co-Miss Hockey, along with 
Walled Lake defenseman 
Julia Barrett, at the Farming- 
ton Hills Manor.

Hayward, a four-time all- 
state player, racked up 135 
career goals, including 27 this 
season to go along with 14 
assists as the Blazers cap
tured the Michigan Metro 
Girls High School Hockey

League’s regular season 
crown.

Hayward is the third Lady
wood player to win the award, 
joining Laura Szwed (2007), 
Mary Beth O’Dea (2004) and 
Katie O’Dea (2000).

“It was an honor, because it 
was one of those things I’ve 
always thought about since 
I’ve been to the all-state ban
quet every time since me 
freshman year,” Hayward 
said. “I kind of thought it 
would be pretty awesome to 
win that one day. I was kind of 
surprised when I did, because 
I really didn’t expect it.”

Hayward, who played cen
ter and wing this season for 
the Blazers (21-0-0-2), plans to

See HAYWARD, Page B3

See BOYCOTT, Page B3

WINSLOW TOWNSON | USA TODAY SPORTS

Team USA forwards Alex Carpenter 
(left) and Hilary Knight celebrate a 
goal during the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics. Both players were on the 
roster announced earlier this month 
by USA Hockey for the 2017 IIHF 
World Championships in Plymouth.
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USA HOCKEY

RENA LAVERTY | USA HOCKEY

Blocking a Dubuque shot Friday is NTDP Under-18 forward Josh Norris (bottom), the game's No. 1 star. In goal for Team USA is 
Northville's Dylan St. Cyr.

NTDP U18s keep battling, 
defeat Dubuque, 5-2

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Yes, Friday was St. 
Patrick’s Day. But Du
buque Fighting Saints 
goaltender Jaxon Castor 
had Team USA seeing 
red for a while during the 
United States Hockey 
League tilt at USA Hock
ey Arena.

With brilliant work 
between the pipes by 
Castor, Dubuque — 
sporting uniforms nearly 
identical to what the 
Detroit Red Wings wore 
at the 2017 NHL Centen
nial Classic in Toronto — 
proved to be a tough nut 
to crack for the U.S. Na
tional Team Develop
ment Program Under-18 
team.

But once Team USA 
solved Castor, it was all 
good in a 5-2 victory.

The U18 squad perse
vered and ultimately 
came away with three of 
its goals off net-mouth 
rebounds. Leading the 
way with a goal and an 
assist each were for
wards Josh Norris and 
Evan Barrett, while goal
ie Dylan St. Cyr (North
ville) made 17 saves for

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Country Day captures 12th state title
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com

It’s now an even doz
en.

Country Day made it 
12 girls basketball state 
championships in pro
gram history with a well- 
executed 59-48 victory 
over Ann Arbor Prep 
Saturday evening at 
Michigan State Univer
sity’s Breslin Center. The 
Yellowjackets took a lead 
halfway through the first 
quarter and never trailed 
to fittingly cap head 
coach Frank Orlando’s 
50th season as a head 
coach.

Country Day finished 
with a 26-1 record. It 
marks the seventh time 
in its illustrious program 
history that DCD has 
won at least 26 games — 
a high of 28 in 1998. This 
year’s victory made up 
for the disappointment of 
having lost in last year’s 
Class B state semifinal 
after having won the 2015 
state title.

“This was real satis
fying,” said Orlando, who 
completed his 35th year 
as DCD’s head coach. 
“The feeling we had 
walking out last year was 
that we didn’t play the 
type of basketball that 
we were capable of. We 
just said all through our 
practices this year to 
remember what hap
pened last year.

“And, I told the girls 
today when we had the 
lead to remember the 
game against Saginaw 
Heritage (this year) that 
we lost by a point,” he 
said. “I think that led to a 
few points. It was good

the win.
“Josh epitomizes what 

it means to play 200 
feet,” U18 head coach 
John Wroblewski said. 
“He’s awesome on face
offs, he takes a lot of 
pride in doing the things 
that are important for the 
team. And then you get 
him into the offensive 
zone and he’s dangerous. 
He can make plays or he 
can rip it by you.”

Castor was the star of 
the first period, however, 
making 15 saves, includ
ing many of the danger
ous variety.

Less than a minute 
into the game, Castor slid 
across to get his right toe 
on a shot taken from the 
slot by Norris, one of 
four players on the squad 
who will play next year 
at Michigan. Norris 
wasn’t discouraged in the 
least, earning honors as 
the game’s No. 1 star.

“I think I had a couple 
really good chances in 
the first period, a couple 
really good plays by 
(Scott) Reedy and Slaggs 
(Graham Slaggert),” 
Norris said. “I tried to 
stay with it, I was a little 
bit frustrated. That

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Detroit Country Day players pose for a photo with students after winning the Class B state 
championship Saturday at the Breslin Center.

and it led to a big turn
around."

The victory snapped 
Arbor Preps 37-game 
winning streak. Ironical
ly, Country Day was the 
last team to defeat Arbor 
Prep, last year’s Class C 
state champ which opted 
to move up to Class B 
this year. The Yellow- 
jackets beat the Gators in 
mid February of last 
season, 37-33.

Ann Arbor Prep fin
ished this season with a 
formidable 27-1 overall 
record.

“This was a very diffi
cult loss today,” Prep 
head coach Rod Wells 
said. “I thought Country 
Day played a real good 
game. They made a lot of 
shots. In the first half we 
didn’t make a lot of shots 
and it was tough to make 
up that gap.

“I’m truly proud of my 
girls. They brought ef

comes with not scoring 
when you know you prob
ably should.”

St. Cyr snagged a shot 
by Patrick Kudla and 
kicked out a hard drive 
from Scott Corbett, but 
then the goals started 
coming fast and furious. 
For a while, at least.

Quinn Preston, stand
ing alone in front of St. 
Cyr, slammed home a 
centering feed with 12:24 
remaining to put the 
Fighting Saints in front.

A flurry in the Du
buque zone finally paid 
off for the home team 
with 7:24 left. Barrett 
chipped in the rebound of 
Tyler Inamoto’s chance, 
evening the score at 1-1.

Nearly 90 seconds 
later, Team USA went up 
2-1 when forward Brady 
Tkachuk scored on an
other rebound. The lead 
didn’t last long, however, 
as Dubuque’s Zach Solow 
scored.

Team USA went ahead 
for the first time with 
16:29 to go in the middle 
period. Norris centered 
the puck in front to de
fenseman Nate Knoepke, 
whose one-timer from 
between the circles

fort,” he said. “Some
times the ball just doesn’t 
fall your way. It took us a 
while to adjust to their 
zone.”

A strong first half
Country Day played a 

near flawless first half.
After Arbor Prep went 

up 9-6, Country Day’s 
junior guard Kaela Webb 
hit a pair of treys from 
atop the arc to success
fully break Prep's press. 
DCD took a 12-9 lead — a 
lead it would never relin
quish — and went on a 
15-6 run through the rest 
of the first half en route 
to a 27-15 halftime lead.

“I told Kaela that if 
you got the shot take it. I 
have extreme confidence 
in her and the rest of the 
girls,’ Orlando said. “We 
shot 60 percent today, but 
that was a key point in 
the game I thought. We 
played a zone and I

zoomed past Castor.
St. Cyr wasn’t as busy 

as Castor, but he made 
several timely stops and 
then the U18s scored an 
insurance goal at 19:20 of 
the second, when Reedy 
tipped in a shot by Joel 
Farabee.

Closing the scoring 
late in the period was 
Norris, who knocked in 
his own rebound after 
being denied twice in 
front by Castor (27 
saves).

A key to the win was 
strong work on the penal
ty kill, particularly dur
ing the final two periods. 
Dubuque had a string of 
power plays, but could 
not get shots through. 
Team USA also killed off 
a five-minute major in 
the third with little if any 
turbulence around St. 
Cyr.

“We handled a lot of 
adversity in that game,” 
Norris said. “A major 
penalty, killed a four-on- 
three. I think we took a 
lot of pride in our own 
zone and taking care of 
our goalie, too.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

thought that hurt them a 
little bit.”

The Yellowjackets 
never lost the momentum 
in the second half.

DCD led 41-27 going 
into the fourth quarter 
and hiked the lead to 
46-30, its biggest ad
vantage of the game. 
From that point on, Prep 
went on a 9-2 run to cut 
the lead to nine points, 
but that would be as close 
as it would get.

Pitts led DCD’s bal
anced scoring attack 
with 17 points. Senior 
center Tyiar Bennett, the 
defensive star with five 
blocks, finished with 15 
points. Webb added 13, 
including three treys, 
and a whopping nine 
assists.

Ann Arbor Prep was 
led by Lasha Petree and 
Ro’Zhane Wells with 15 
and 14 points, respective
ly.

PREP ATHLETICS

Grand Blanc voted 
out of the KLAA

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

The drive to and 
from Grand Blanc is an 
issue that area teams 
and fans won’t have to 
deal with much longer.

Grand Blanc has 
been voted out of the 
Kensington Lakes Ac
tivities Association, 
effective in the 2018-19 
school year.

The decision to re
move the Bobcats was 
done by a 13-1 vote, 
Grand Blanc athletic 
director Jerrod Dohm 
said. Grand Blanc was 
the only school to vote 
in its own favor, he said.

“We wanted to stay in 
the KLAA,” Dohm said. 
“We are extremely dis
appointed in their deci
sion to remove us from 
the conference. Obvi
ously, it puts us in a 
very difficult position. 
At this point, the way 
we’re looking at it, we 
have to look forward. 
Our hope is we can land 
somewhere where we 
can hopefully rekindle 
some of the old rivalries 
we had back from the 
Big Nine days.”

When 10 current 
KLAA members decid
ed to leave the league 
starting in 2017-18, 
Grand Blanc was even 
more isolated from the 
rest of the league as its 
northernmost school. 
Hartland, which is 25 
miles from Grand 
Blanc, is the Bobcats’ 
closest rival. Howell is 
36 miles away and 
Brighton is 37 miles 
away.

The Bobcats will play 
KLAA football games 
next fall against Livonia 
Franklin (59 miles), 
Plymouth (58), Wayne 
Memorial (56), North
ville (53), Westland John 
Glenn (52) and Livonia 
Churchill (48).

Departing KLAA 
members in Milford and 
Lakeland, Walled Lake 
Central, Northern and 
Western, along with 
Waterford Mott and 
Kettering, were be
tween 24 and 37 miles 
from Grand Blanc.

Nicole Carter, the 
principal at Novi High 
School and president of 
the KLAA, said the dis
tance to Grand Blanc 
was the determining 
factor.

“The schools depart
ing the KLAA last 
spring caused a geo
graphical concern," said 
Carter, who recently 
took over for Churchill’s 
Keith McDonald as the 
association’s president. 
“That’s number one. 
Number two, would be 
the cost for schools 
would increase by 
transporting students to 
and from Grand Blanc. 
Thirdly, would be the 
educational reason. 
Student-athletes should 
not (spend) two to three 
hours on buses when 
they have school the 
next day.”

Grand Blanc joined 
the KLAA in its second 
school year, 2009-10, to 
round out a fourth six- 
team division when a 
proposed second high 
school in Howell never 
materialized. The Bob
cats had been members 
of the Big Nine Confer
ence since its inception 
in 1960-61. The Big Nine 
had as many as 10 mem
bers, but defections 
dwindled its ranks to 
five when Grand Blanc 
made the switch.

Dohm said Grand

Blanc has applied to 
join the Saginaw Valley 
High School Association 
and will make a formal 
presentation to the 
league April 26. The 
Valley includes former 
Big Nine rivals Flint 
Carman-Ainsworth, 
Davison and Flint Pow
ers Catholic.

“That’s one of the 
things I’m excited 
about, if we can get into 
the Valley, is having 
those rivalries with 
Davison and Lapeer,” 
Dohm said. “We’ve been 
playing Carman and 
Powers, because the 
atmosphere in our gym 
has been sub-par in the 
three years I’ve been 
here, mainly because of 
geography. We want to 
see crowds like what we 
see when we play Car
man. The students get 
more involved and the 
community gets more 
involved, because they 
obviously know each 
other.”

Grand Blanc has 
been strong in football 
and boys basketball. 
Grand Blanc went 28-12 
in KLAA West football 
with four champion
ships in eight years. The 
Bobcats were 59-21 with 
five titles in KLAA West 
boys basketball.

Dohm said Grand 
Blanc had been working 
to persuade other Flint- 
area schools to join the 
KLAA and form a north
ern division, along with 
Brighton, Hartland and 
Howell. Lapeer has 
reportedly expressed 
interest in joining the 
KLAA, but is even far
ther away from the 
other league members 
than Grand Blanc.

The KLAA has solic
ited applications for 
membership. Belleville 
athletic director Joe 
Brodie confirmed that 
his school has submitted 
an application, but 
hasn’t received a letter 
of acceptance.

Carter said she could 
not discuss which 
schools have applied. 
Ann Arbor Huron, Pio
neer and Skyline, along 
with Saline, have also 
reportedly been in
terested in the KLAA.

In football, Grand 
Blanc will be in the 
KLAA Gold next fall 
with Franklin, Chur
chill, Northville, Ply
mouth, Wayne and John 
Glenn. Brighton, Can
ton, Hartland, Howell, 
Livonia Stevenson, Novi 
and Salem will be in the 
KLAA Black. Those 
divisions were based on 
program strength, with 
an attempt made to 
make both divisions 
equally competitive.

In other sports, a 
geographic model was 
used. Brighton, Har
tland, Howell, Grand 
Blanc, Northville, Novi 
and Stevenson are in 
one division. The other 
consists of Canton, 
Churchill, Franklin, 
Plymouth, Salem,
Wayne and John Glenn.

The catalyst for 
changes in the KLAA 
came when 10 of the 24 
members decided to 
leave.

Lakeland, Milford, 
South Lyon, South Lyon 
East, Walled Lake Cen
tral, Walled Lake North
ern, Walled Lake West
ern, Waterford Ketter
ing and Waterford Mott 
left to form the new 
Lakes Valley Confer
ence. Pinckney will join 
the Southeastern Con
ference.
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CHARGERS
Continued from Page B1

said McClellan, a 2001 Chur
chill grad who pole vaulted on 
teams coached by Austin. “He 
gave me my start here as a 
coach and he always encour
aged me.

“He let me do my thing with 
the vault and took that and 
ran.”

McClellan noted that, not 
only did Austin help him 
launch his career as a high 
school pole vault coach (he has 
helmed all-state athletes from 
both the Churchill boys and 
girls teams), he was able to

start a Livonia-based program 
(Inversion Vault Club) where 
he gets to coach athletes of all 
ages.

“I’ve coached two state 
champions, a bunch of kids in 
nationals,” McClellan said. 
“None of that would have hap
pened if Rick didn’t take a 
chance, because when he hired 
me I never really coached 
other than volunteering at a 
couple camps here and there.

“He gave me a shot and it’s 
changed everything.”

Tribute continues
According to McClellan, 

Austin’s sudden death at age 57 
from complications following 
surgery for a heart ailment

continues to cast a pall over 
the high school.

But perhaps in tribute to 
Austin, one of the largest con
tingents of athletes have come 
out for the 2017 squad.

“We got a lot of talent this 
year, it’s the largest track team 
I can remember,” McClellan 
said. “Right now we got 95 
guys out. Which is completely 
mind-blowing, but it means 
there’s a lot of talent around.

“So I think that will help to 
carry us, give me time to get 
my feet under me.”

The Chargers also “will be 
dedicating the season to Rick 
and we’re using that as some 
motivation to compete and 
practice and work in a way

that would make him proud of 
us.”

It remains to be seen wheth
er McClellan will eventually be 
get the head coaching job on a 
permanent basis. But in the 
meantime, he will lead the 
group as well as continue to be 
coach for pole vaults and 
jumps.

In addition, he will remain 
as pole vault coach for the 
Churchill girls team.

He’ll bank on help from two 
of Austin’sTongtime assistant 
coaches — John Filiatraut and 
John McGreevy — to get 
through what will be transi
tional season.

“Rick always encouraged 
me to trust what I was doing

and that’s what I’ll continue to 
do,” McClellan said. “Put the 
best effort in that I can, and if I 
can put my best effort in than 
the kids do their best effort.

“But things are going to be 
different. Rick had 20 years of 
experience of going through 
this. It’s my first year. I’m 
trying to figure everything out. 
It would have really been nice 
to have him around to help 
with this transition.”

Many others without a 
doubt share McClellan’s 
thoughts about missing a be
loved teacher and coach who 
continues to be mourned.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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“We’re just playing base
ball, that’s all that matters,” 
Sellers said. “Our pitchers 
looked real good down south 
and our hitters are looking 
good in the cages here. So I 
think we’re ready to go.”

Sellers will pair with short
stop Garrett Edgell (Dearborn. 
Divine Child) for the second 
consecutive year to give the 
Ocelots a reliable tandem.

“We’re good with each other, 
very familiar,” Sellers said.
“All double plays, we know 
where each other’s going to be 
without even looking.”

Having such strength up the 
middle is something that 
should lead to more success 
for the Ocelots in 2017.

Last year, the team over
came a 3-18 start to wind up 
15-30 and win the NJCAA Re
gion XII Division III champi
onship with a 2-0 record 
against Lorain County Commu
nity College.

Schoolcraft then was ousted 
in the NJCAA D-III District B 
tournament.

Getting a gauge
“I think we have a good 

pulse for what we have right 
now,” Schoolcraft head coach 
Rob Fay said. “Hopefully, with 
what we’ve done last few 
weeks have gotten us better in 
some situations.

“(Tuesday) will be a good 
test against Kalamazoo Valley. 
We dropped two to them last 
year, but they were both com
petitive games.

“And then Cleary (Thurs
day) and Mott (Friday and 
Saturday), you kind of run out 
of time on figuring out what 
you have because the games 
count towards the division 
championship on Friday.”

But Fay emphasized that the 
second edition of the team is 
“much improved from last 
year. The experience has 
helped. Our freshmen have 
been doing an outstanding job, 
so we expect to be competitive 
all the way through.”

About the 1-4 spring trip,
Fay preferred to look at the 
positives, such as a five-inning 
no-hitter spun by sophomore 
pitcher Amedeo Appoloni, 
freshman Justin Julion and 
freshman David Chavez.

Or the power bats being 
displayed by sophomore first 
baseman Jordan Pressley, 
freshman Will Buraconak 
(North Farmington), Chavez 
and others.

“Jordan has professional bat 
speed,” Fay said about the 
Romulus product who is get
ting looks from D-I programs. 
“But Will and David have 
shown home run power as well.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

One of the captains for Schoolcraft is sophomore catcher Nick Romanauski, who played at Canton High School. 
Here, Romanauski listens to coaches at the close of Monday's practice.

That’s going to be a huge ad
vantage."

Pitching in
The Ocelots also will benefit 

from a deep roster of pitchers, 
led by starters Nick Montroy 
(Garden City), Drew Garrison 
and Christian Mercure.

“We have 15 arms and we 
got some position guys that 
will throw some relief for us,” 
Fay said. “Will Burakonak and 
David Chavez are two fresh
men that we expect to get a lot

of innings for us. I think our 
pitching staff this year is more 
well-rounded.”

Among those on the mound 
will be sophomore Jared Me- 
randi (Plymouth), freshman 
Nick Cotter (Livonia Steven
son) and sophomore Colin Elg- 
es (Canton/Belleville).

The hurlers are at ease with 
catchers Romanauski (who led 
the 2016 team in hitting with a 
.380 average) and Chase.

“(The catchers) work to
gether a lot. We’ve helped each

other get a lot better this year,” 
Romanauski said. “We’re al
ways working together... we 
work pretty closely with the 
pitchers. We get feedback. If 
we see something, we change 
it.”

According to Fay, the rest of 
the infield is pretty well set 
with Pressley at first, Sellers 
and Edgell up the middle and 
either sophomore Matt Buha- 
gier or freshman Nick Ciesiel- 
ski (Milford) at third.

Fay said Buhagier and Cie-

“There’s a lot of 
leaders on this team 
and we’re going to be 
ready to carry 
through a crazy 
two-month season,”
NICK ROMANAUSKI
Schoolcraft catcher

sielski “both swing the bat 
pretty well.”

Plenty of depth
Ready to help out when 

called upon are freshman sec
ond baseman Sam Conti and 
freshman shortstop Blake 
Sloan (who also can catch or 
pitch).

“We turned quite a few dou
ble plays down south,” Fay 
said, “whether it was Garrett 
and Hunter or Garrett and 
Sam Konti at second or even 
Blake Sloan at short and Sam 
at second. The middle of the 
infield has improved.”

Patrolling the outfield will 
be — when not pitching — 
returners Merandi, Waymon 
Lemon (University of Detroit- 
Jesuit), Mike Peplinski and 
Tim Kozar.

“We're comfortable starting 
any of those at any given 
time," Fay said. “Timmy, Way
mon and Jared also pitch for 
us. Our other two outfielders 
are freshmen Joey Pejuan and 
Ben Harthun (Northville), who 
also give us the added element 
of speed.”

Fay said not being able to 
play at Ford Field for a few 
weeks is out of the team's con
trol.

“There really isn’t much we 
can do, but the disadvantage is, 
one, you want to get out on 
your home field as soon as you 
can,” Fay said. “Home field 
should be an advantage. And, 
two, it’s really just the travel 
time. Making sure guys get the 
extra rest, recovery time is 
always a lot easier when you’re 
at home.

“You got to play away 
games. But if you could sched
ule a season of home games, 
you’d do that.”

Wherever they play, Roma
nauski said the Ocelots will be 
ready.

“There’s a lot of leaders on 
this team and we’re going to be 
ready to carry through a crazy 
two-month season,” Roma
nauski said. “There’s going to 
be a lot of games and a lot of 
people making a lot of big 
plays.”

Rounding out the roster are 
sophomores C.J. Bremer 
(pitcher, Brighton) and Cam 
Ernest (infielder).

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_5ports

BOYCOTT
Continued from Page BI

Donna Guariglia.
Players issued a press re

lease noting that negotiations 
“will continue this week, with 
the goal of reaching an agree
ment that would allow the 
players to get to camp in time 
to train for and compete in the 
World Championships. Players 
are hopeful they will get to 
take the ice and represent 
their country.”

Carey did not immediately

return a phone call Thesday 
requesting comment.

One of the reported bones 
of contention among women’s 
players is the amount of mon
ey poured into the Plymouth- 
based National Team Devel
opment Program (about $3.5 
million annually) which trains 
and prepares boys players to 
compete on the national stage. 
By comparison, there is no 
similar program for girls play
ers.

Fischer declined to com
ment on the record about 
whether the negotiations 
might ultimately lead to a

leveling of that 
playing field.

“We’re all for 
fair and equi
table treatment 
of all areas of

usa hockey USA Hockey, 
Keller and that’s al

ways been the 
way forward,” 

Fischer noted. “I’m not going 
to comment any further than 
that.”

Fischer did say “we just 
want to get to an end game 
that’s good for everyone.”

Players announced earlier 
this month for the team in

cluded Farmington’s Megan 
Keller, who plays defense. 
Keller is the lone player from 
Michigan on the original ros
ter.

Other members of the 
squad include twins Monique 
Lamoureux-Morando, Joce- 
lyne Lamoureux-Davidson, 
Hilary Knight, Alex Carpen
ter, Kendall Coyne and Megan 
Bozek.

If a settlement is not 
reached, USA Hockey “will 
field a competitive and fun 
team to watch” with a deep 
pool of talent available to se
lect players from, said Fischer

in an interview last week.
But he emphasized then 

and reiterated Tuesday that 
USA Hockey remains a strong 
supporter of girls and wom
en’s hockey. The organization 
claims the number of girls and 
women playing the sport have 
grown from 28,000 in 1998 to 
more than 73,000 this year.

“We’ve worked hard over 
the course of multiple decades 
in the development and 
growth of girls and women’s 
hockey,” he said.

tsmith@hometo wn life, com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

HAYWARD
Continued from Page B1

continue her hockey career at 
Adrian College.

“She has a hockey mind.
She thinks before things hap
pen and she’s thinking a few 
steps ahead always,” Lady- 
wood coach Ron Predmesky. 
“She’s a really good stick- 
handler. And she’s a leader, 
especially as a senior. She was 
one of our captains.”

Hayward’s hockey roots 
can be traced back to her fam
ily.

“I picked it up because my 
brother (Richie) started play

Livonia Ladywood's Ron Predmesky 
was named Michigan Metro Coach 
of the Year.

ing two years before I did and 
my parents always told me 
when I was little I’d try on his 
hockey equipment and say, ‘I 
want to play hockey,”’ Hay
ward said. “And then they 
signed me up once I was final
ly old enough to.”

Hayward, who attended St. 
Michael’s Grade School in 
Livonia, progressed through 
the youth ranks, playing for 
Livonia Travel’s 12- and 14- 
and-under AA teams before 
enrolling at Ladywood.

During her senior year, the 
Blazers enjoyed a banner sea
son, with their only losses 
coming in overtime against 
Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook 
(2-1) during the regular season

and rival Farmington Hills 
Mercy (3-2) in the Michigan 
Metro Division 1 finals.

Ladywood, getting goals 
from Cristina Rotondo and 
Sydney Pilut, carried a 2-0 
lead late into the final period, 
only to have the Marlins storm 
back with a pair of goals in 
regulation before winning it in 
overtime.

But despite the heartbreak
ing setback, Hayward said she 
had no regrets.

She not only made first 
team all-state, but teammate 
Devon Kelly did as well, while 
Colleen Lynch and Samantha 
Erickson earned second team 
honors^ Predmesky was also 
named Coach of the Year.

“I’m really proud of how 
far we came, because when I 
first joined the team my fresh
man year, we were in, like, 
seventh out of eight places,” 
said Hayward, who had an 
assist in the state final. “It’s 
really nice to see how far 
we’ve come and just be a part 
of it. And our coaching staff 
was unbelievable. They al
ways supported us and all the 
girls were super close and 
supportive of each other. And 
even though we did lose that 
one in OT, I think all of us 
were surprised how great we 
did and we’re very proud.”

bemons@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: @Brad Emonsl
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Professional

Service
all your needs.

* Engineering & IT Transportation

Painting
Painting By Robert • Wallpaper 
Removal ‘Interior ‘Exterior* Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

Community

Announce
announcements, events.

Robert Bosch LLC seeks Sr SW 
Engineer in Plymouth, Ml. Analyze 8c 
Implement customer specs as needed. 
REQS: Bach degree or foreign equiv 
in Comp Sci, Comp Eng, Electrical 
Eng, Electronic Eng, or rel ena field 
+ 2 yrs exp w/ auto SW dvlp, debug
ging, 8c testing. Must have exp: 1. 
Writing, debugging, & testing C or 
C++ SW; 2. Debugging SWTn em
bedded, multi-processor environ
ment; 3. Implementing low level com
munication protocols (e.g. CAN, LIN, 
SPI, I2C a/or UART); 4. Utilizing vec
tor tools CANoe, GENy, or Davinci;
5. Real-time OS incl QNX or Embed
ded Linux; 6. Complex SW dvlp proj
ects through all phases of SDLC; and, 
7. Water fall, V-model 8c Agile SW 
dvlp paradigms. Applicants who are 
interested in this position should ap
ply online at www.boschiobs.com 
and search Senior Software Engineer 
(REF 1839W).

Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

Special Notices General

Louis C. Tegtmeyer, D O. 
announces the closing of his 
surgical practice effective 
Feb. 28, 2017. Records will 

remain available. Please submit 
records requests to: P.O. Box 

2122 Brighton, Ml 48116

CookS'Bortender'Dining Riti'Dishwasher
Positions available. Please apply in 

person at Beans & Cornbread 
29508 Northwestern Highway,

Southfield, Ml 48034 or resumes to: 
beanscornbreadiobsegmail.com

Great Buys

Garage Sales
neighborly deals..

*

Estate Sales

Birmingham, Estate Sale,
286 Larchlea, Michigan, 48009 
Fri. 9-4 pm, Sat. 9-4 pm, antiques, 
china, glassware, linens, lovely bits 
and pieces, Dir: crossroads Maple 
and Cranbrook.

Commerce Twp - Estate Sale
5224 Brigde Trail East.

3/23 (Thurs) 1 l-6p Fri 1 l-5p Sat 11-lp
www.alohatreasuresestatesoles.com

Novi Estate Sale 24760 Highlands Dr.
Thurs. 3/23 8. Fri. 3/24 9-4pm Sat. 3/25 

9-12pm Cash Only!

Assorted

Items tall kinds of things...

Appliances
REFRIGERATORS $150 & up! Range, 

washer/dryer $125 8, up! 90 day 
warranty/delivery I Call: (734) 796-3472

General Merchandise

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/ 

KIT Complete Treatment System. 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 

homedepot.com

Wanted to Buy
WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle.
Deer Hunter & Successful Master 

Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Careers

Jobs
new beginnings,

Engineering & IT
Account Manager, Inside Sales-PC 
(Plymouth, Ml) Manage FY Budget 
to ensure achievement of annual 
targets; Ensure forecasting 
intelligence is issued early to 
Operations, MP&L, Finance. Recover 
NR I and NRE on time. Focus on new 
bookings, cooperating with both 
EU & PRC colleagues, to achieve a 
seamless translation to new awards. 
Use engineering and operational 
assets (VA/VE) to secure these 
outcomes. Bachelor's in Industrial 
Eng, Meeh Eng, or closely related 
field + 5 years exp as Proiect 
Manager, Proiect Engineer, or 
related position in automotive 
technical sales. Must have exp with 
Johnson Electric Product 
Development Systems (JEPDS), 
motor manufacturing, PRC based 
manufacturing process, and Global 
manufacturing and Program 
Management. Attn: Jaclyn Bouren, 
Johnson Electric North America,
Inc., 47660 Halyard Road, Plymouth, 
Ml 48170. Use Ref.
Code JE1.

Robert Bosch LLC seeks a Sr System 
Engineer / System Architect at its 
facility located at 15000 Haggerty 
Road, Plymouth., Ml 48170. Responsi
ble for the creation of the proiect 
feature list and the technical design 
specs. 2 days telecomm permitted 
weekly. REQS: BS degree, or foreign 
equivalent, in Comp Sci, Electrical 
Eng, Comp Eng, plus 5 yrs exp w/ 
automotive SW dvlp, debugging 8. 
testing. Some prof exp w/: (1) 
writing, debugging & testing C/C + + 
SW w/QNX 8. Linux; (2) designing & 
debugging SW in an embedded, 
multiprocessor environment & real 
time OS; (3) automotive embedded 
system architecture 8. vehicle level 
protocols s/as CAN, LIN, SPI; (4) 
complex SW dev projects thru all 
phases of SW dvlp life cycle; (5) 
embedded Automotive Infotainment 
SW mgmnt 8< In-vehicle infotainment 
functionality spec mgmnt; (6) evalu
ating customer reas compared to 
platform implementation & negotiat
ing differences to create agreed sys
tem spec; & (7) tech proiect mgmnt 
includ SW effort estimation, resource, 
skill-set allocation & proiect planning. 
Applicants should apply online at 
www.boschiobs.com, Search Sr 
System Engineer / System Architect 
(REF1442K)

Robert Bosch LLC seeks a Technical 
Proiect Manager at its facility locat
ed in Plymouth, Ml. Review & dis
cuss tech & non-tech reqs w/ auto 
customers. Create effort estimation 
for new projects & design changes 
based on customer reqs. 10% dom & 
international travel req. Telecomm is 
permitted 1/wk. REQS: Bach degree, 
or foreign equiv, in Meeh Eng or 
Electrical Eng, +2 yrs of tech exp fo
cused on driver assistance dvlpmnt 
in Chassis Systems - Driver Assis
tance Systems field. Work exp w/:
(1) meeting customer expectations in 
advanced HW & SW dvlpmnt projects 
in field of chassis control systems 
(e.g. driver assistance or electric 
stability control); (2) driver assis
tance systems, driver assistance 
sensors, functions, & system archi
tecture; (3) auto dvlp processes 
(ASPICE, CMMI, or ISO26262), & 
proiect mgmt tools MS Proiect &
SAP; (4) tech discussions rel to 
driver assistance 8* diagnostic specs, 
algorithms, 8< vehicle networks; (5) 
ensuring robust & safe implementa
tion of SW designs supporting innova
tion while meeting customer reas & 
legal regs; (6) vehicle networking, 
architecture & diagnostics; (7) sys
tem 8c vehicle testing & validation, 8c 
systems performance validation for 
production release; 8< (8) vehicle 
app 8c calibration of sensor based al
gorithms both in vehicle 8c lob/offline 
environments to meet customer 8c le
gal reqs in vehicle performance. Ap
plicants should apply online at 
www.boschiobs.com, Search Techni- 
col Proiect Manager (REF1617U)

CREWMEMBERS, DRIVERS
SHIFT LEADERS for Jets Pizza

is hiring at 2 locations 
FT/PT. Must be over 18.

• 21955 Pontiac Trail. South Lyon
• 32630 West 7 Mile Rd/Farmingfon 

Rd., Livonia 48152 
Call Nathaniel 586-651-5966

Local news.

OFFICE HELP - Part Time
Computer, phone, register. 

Apply in person at:
Benson Building Supplies

25018 Plymouth Rd, Redford. 
(313) 538-9300

PLUMBER
Journeyman or equal. 

Truck provided, pay 8c benefits.
Fax resume: 248-437-0708

Healthcare-Dental

Director ■ Business Development
Experienced fundraiser needed for 

non-profit in medical research 
business. Title and compensation 

open. Contact John Russell at 
248-909-8402 or Email 

idr@neurologicstudies.com.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Part-Time for busy internal 
medical practice in Livonia. 

Experienced in vena puncture, 
injections 8c EKGs a must.
X-Ray knowledge helpful. 

Fax resume to: 313-295-1529

Real Estate

Homes
starting'fresh..♦

Home for Sale -

Beacon Farms - Beautifully remod
eled 3 bed, 2.5 bath with 1st floor 

master, walkout LL on 2 acres over
looking the woods. Not a detail 

missed. $389,000 #3247017 Tracey
Roy 734-417-5827, 734-971-6070.

The Charles Reinhart Co. Realtors

WAYNE - Country Charm
With all the dates, 2 bdrms, LR 

w/dining ell, hardwood firs, kitchen 
totally remodeled, partially finsh 

bsmt, 2 car GA, Huge privacy 
fenced yard. $65,000

Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Open House

Howell Open Sun March 26th 11 -4pm
742 John Ward- Beautiful farmhouse 

style hm w/4br on 7 acres w/ beautiful 
views, 1st fir laundry, lower level fin. 
walkout., close to downtown, Bonus 
in law apt w/ full bath, kitch, living.

Asking $429,900 Call 810-217-0593

Real Estate

Rentals
great place to live.

Apartments & Lofts

FARMINGTON HILLS ANNGIE 
APTS. FREE HEAT! 1 bdrms from 
$550. 9 Mile/Middlebelt 248-478-7489

FREE RENT UNTIL APRIL 1 ST!
$699** moves you in!

Homes Starting as low as 
$1.129/month! 3 bedroom, 2 bath & 
4 bedroom, 2 bath homes. Come in 
today! These homes won't last long!

Call Sun Homes today.
(888) 685-0265 Or apply online at 

www.4northville.com 
SouthLyonSchool!

OFFICE HOURS: M-F 8a - 5:30p 
•SAT 9a- 1p

| Offer Expires 3/31/2017
I **Some restrictions apply 
3 EHO

You don’t have to fish for it.
It’s right here, from the front 

to the back of your Observer & 
Eccentric Media newspapers.

Totally Local Coverage!
to subscribe, call: 866-887-2737

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 4 0 3.25 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.99 0 3.25 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 4.125 0 3.25 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.125 0 3.375 0

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 4.125 0 3.375 0

Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.5 0 3.625 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4.375 0.25 3.625 0

Above Information available as of 3/17/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

GET COOKING WITH 
THE EMPLOYMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS!

Whether you're looking for 
a job in the food industry or 
another field, we've got the 
recipe for success!

• Generous portions of 
regional listings

• A blend of employers and
employment agencies

SPICE UP YOUR CAREER - 
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

A GANNETT COMPANY

1-800-579-7355 
www.hometownlife .com
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Helping
YOU

reach your 
GOAL

WW PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 49 Inits. at Indy 105 Heartless 5 SFO stats 42 Measures of 89 Go around
1 Fruit drink 52 See doughnut 6 Sad, in Paris light 90 Bond girl

brand 36-Down shop 7 Slender, 43 And others, player
4 Brooklyn 55 Heckles employee graceful girls to Caesar Adams

NBA team 57 Leatherneck pestering 8 Maintenance 44 Divining 91 Comic
8 Les Extats— pilots stay customers? processes cards Meara

12 Instrument behind? 111 Hold to be 9 Averse to, 50 Less slack 92 Shed tool
that drones 63 Split to splice 112 Med. plan with “of 51 Cherry stone 98 Sticks fast

19 Gp. of docs 64 City near 113 Queen, in 10 Like some 53 Illinois city 100 Entertainer
20 “Give it —" Oneida Spain cold coffee 54 Golfer’s peg Carmen

("Go for it”) Lake 114 Apia’s locale 11 Was bought 56 Spanish 101 Like
21 Somewhat, 65 Pulse 118 Change for the price article superstore

musically 66 Hooded everyone's of 58 Lincoln loc. shopping
22 Endless vipers table 12 Happens to, 59 It cuts wood 102 Irritated fit
23 Command 70 Little louse positions as evil with the 104 Deprives of

for online 71 Aside from during 13 On the crest grain weapons
missives 73 Hooded coat a spring 14 Richard of 60 “Crocodile 106 Lottery

25 “Singing to 75 Weep aloud holiday Hollywood Rock” label winner's cry
the Hits" 77 — for tat dinner? 15 Determine in 61 Sun orbiter 107 Thurman of
label 78 Window part 123 Alike advance 62 Reduces to “Tape"

26 Woodlands 80 Lots and 126 Aid in solving 16 Electees pulp 108 “— to it!"
27 Army lots 127 Racer Mario 17 Singer 67 Secondary (“Simple!")

chaplains 82 First extra 128 Dribble Boone leaflike 109 Anxiety
open inning 129—Iranian 18 Ernie of golf appendage 110 Many a sock
curtains? 84 — acid 130 Look to be 24 Move 68 Endocrine mender

30 Haughty sort 86 Himalayan 131 "I have it!" directly via a gland in the 115 Rock genre
31 Pilferer guide who’s 132 Scented wholesaler brain 116 Brand of
32 MSN skilled at pouches 28 Comic 69 Blizzards, weedkillers

competitor crafting 133 —tide Rudner e.g. 117 Iraqi, e.g.
33 Queen in sentences? 134 Makes a slip 29 Eggs of fish 72 Log-in info 119 Sommer of

"Frozen” 90 Sufferer for a 135 Chaney of 34 Yard surface 74 Lead-in to ’The Prize"
37 Flower parts cause film 35 Coin opening plunk 120 Chip coating

with the most 93 Lamb nurser 36 With 76 Crotchety cry 121 German
light, soft 94 Sci-fi power DOWN 52-Across, 79 Follower of article
colors? 95 Bawl (out) 1 Hinged door proposes a FDR 122 German

42 “Come on!” 96 “Kristin" fasteners date to 81 Copy river
45 Comes — actress Ortiz 2 Clarification 38 Get rid of 83 Part of Mao's 123 Urban grid:

surprise 97 Hamm of starter 39 Before long name Abbr.
46 “He-e-elp!” soccer 3 “I’ll handle 40 Starchy 85 Ashley 124 One of the
47 Stir-frying 99 Andy’s chum it!” staple Olsen’s twin Gershwins

pan 103 Bucolic 4 Convention 41 Morales of 87 Mass song 125 Karaoke

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at 

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 7 9

8 7 1 5
8

3 2 6
6 7
5 8 9

3
2 5 4 7

5 8 2

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

9 6 2 8 s £ p Z
£ Z p L 9 6 S 2 8
g 8 2 Z p £ 6 9 L
6 2 8 9 £ Z p r S
z t7 £ S I- 2 8 6 9
9 I S p 6 8 2 z £
2 6 z 8 S r 9 £ p
p S r £ 2 9 Z 8 6
8 £ 9 6 Z p I 5 2

VISION CARE WORD SEARCH
ASCFLOATERSVI

WORDS

Whether you want; to 
get fit or 

get organized— 
save money doing it 

with
an OSiE Media 
classified ad!

Our classifieds 
WORKOUT!

Observer & Eccentric
hometownlife.com MEDIA

A GANNETT COMPANY

00-579-7355

A I D I R I N 
0 I M H J H V 
Y P 0 D G 0 K 
A S T D B I Y 
M K A I S 0 N 
0 B V A C I E 
C Z L A T I P 
U J F E S 0 A 
A H R R L T H 
L I V P 0 P I 
G A I T E H V 
N D C L A I U 
S F B E T R P 
T H I I T 0 E 
C Y S E D A U 
A 0 N N H Q T 
T P K 0 Q C E 
N I N C R B B 
0 A E R 0 C Z 
C Y B S T R A

H 0 J I A A L
V V P H T S B 
A T G V I A N 
B A S T V J „ 
I J I I U L H
V R A N R 0 A 
A I C U L T H 
N T T A N E E 
I C H C M D S 
G T H 0 E D I 
H M S F F L 0 
H I A N T M F 
S S G T E C Z 
L I U T I A R 
N C E 0 L S L 
E R S A E E H 
M C H R Q U P 
K C A P 0 0 0 
B I S M U S Z

U C A H G C 
0 G Y C G G 
R G X B L D 
0 I C C Y A 
Y U D S Q C 
C Z I G A R 
C R N B E Y 
I 0 E E J 0 
M R F U D S 
R 0 N I P T 
C 0 T I B E 
I E S P K N 
E N X M 0 0 
E R M V V S 
A S I D Q I 
I T I T F S 
H P A N N S 
H F U C U A 
A Z N P J S

ABERROMETER DIPLOPIA
ACETATE ENZYMATIC
ANIRIDIA FLOATERS
ANTIREFLECTIVE GLAUCOMA
AQUEOUS HUMOR IRIS
ASTIGMATISM JAUNDICE
BENIGN LASIK
BIFOCAL LENS
BLEPHARITIS MACULA
BRIDGE MYOPIA
CATARCT OPHTHALOMOGY
CHALAZION OPTICIAN
CHEMOSIS OPTOMETRIST
CONE PUPIL
CONJUNCTIVITIS RETINA
CONTACTS SCLERA
DACRYOSTENOSIS SINUS

STRABISMUS

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
3DB BBDB BBDB BDBBDBB 
3IZ1D DDBD BEIBB BDB&imDB 
bbbbbddb

3BBBB BEL___________ _______ana Bran □□□□□ bbb odd
1DBB BBDB DBBDB DBDBB 

BBBBBDBBBDBBBBDBB
QDBDDB BBB BBB BBDB 
3BD C3DD DBBB DBDBBB 
SBBnBBBBBBDBBBBBDB

BBB BBDBD BDBBD
IBDOnODB BDBD DBBBBDBO 

HDBBBB DBBB BBBB DBD 
3BBBDB BBDB BBBB

V)
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or At WindowPRO, 1 
we pride ourselves on 

presenting the best quality 
replacement windows, patio

doors and entry and storm doors
Privately owned for 5 generations, the 

WindowPRO team has a combined 200 years of 

experience in the window and door industry. 

l Our history, expertise and dedication to 

jjk our customers make us a leader in 

window and door replacement.

LOCAL SPORTS hometownlife.com

W i'
L\ L,'-' : J ‘

‘200 OFF
EACH WINDOW OR DOOR 

INSTALLED PLUS,NO INTEREST 
OR PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS

See store for details. Not good with other offers 
or on previous deals.

WindowPRO
THE WINDOW REPLACEMENT EXPERTS

MARVIN<
Windows and Doors

Built around you.

INFINITY
I from MARVIN

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

for life

877.619.9773
DF-SPAD01261S140E


