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Church hosts annual Christmas pageant
selves. It’s outreach for the community
to let them know what Christmas is
really about.”
Called “The Story of Christmas,” the
pageant has dramatic scenes and two
narrators, but is heavy on music per
formed by the church choir, including a
song in which members are joined by
the children’s choir.
Performances will be at 7 p.m. Sat
urday, Dec. 16, and 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
17. There is no charge for the program
and a nursery will be provided for chil
dren ages 3 and younger.
“We have modern and traditional

Merriman Road Baptist Church
will present event Dec. 16-17
LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Many churches hold holiday pag
eants, but Merriman Road Baptist
Church hosts programs for both Christ
mas and Easter.
“We get a lot of outside (the congre
gation) people coming to the program.
That’s what we’re looking for,” said
Russ Weathers, who directed the pag
eant. “We’re not putting this on for our

The Merriman
Road Baptist
Church
Christmas
pageant
features the
Holy Family
played by
Brian, Autumn
and baby Leon
Wade of
Garden City.
DEENA TREMBLAY

See PAGEANT, Page A2

Principal
tapped to
manage LPS
secondary
programs
Matt Jachman
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

The husband and wife team of Sam and Jessica Mass moved back from Chicago to become the third generation in the business.
BILL BRESLER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Meet the new owners
of Burton Manor
Husband and wife return home from Chicago to run Livonia banquet hall
David Veselenak
•

hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

•

Sam and Jessica Mass were like many millennials
who graduated from college at the height of the reces
sion: they left Michigan and went to Chicago.
But several years later, the couple opted to get into
the family business and move back to Michigan. Today,
they’re the new owners of Burton Manor Banquet and
Conference Center, 27777 Schoolcraft, buying it from
her father several months ago.
“We moved west a little bit to try and find some jobs
and I got lucky and found a job in Chicago practicing,”
he said. “We were lucky to have the opportunity to take
it over.”
The couple, who met while they attended Detroit
Country Day School in Beverly Hills, found work in
Chicago after Sam Mass graduated from law school.
When Jessica’s father, William Burton Johnson, decid
ed it was time to sell the business, he opted to pass it
See OWNERS, Page A2

Daniel Willenborg, Franklin High
School’s principal for 17 years, is step
ping into a new role at the Livonia Pub
lic Schools district’s central office.
Willenborg was named Nov. 27 as
LPS director of secondary programs
and district services by a unanimous
Board of Education vote. He is current
ly serving both as princi
pal and in his new job
during a transition period
and will take on the new
job full time in January,
following the holiday
break.
Officials are advertis Willenborg
ing the opening at Frank
lin within the district and externally
and hope to name Willenborg’s succes
sor by mid-January.
Willenborg, a former U.S. Marine
and an educator for about 30 years, has
been with the district since 1996, when
he started as an assistant principal at
Churchill High School. He is in the
midst of his 18th school year at Frank
lin, which has an enrollment of 1,451.
“Dan has left an indelible mark on
the Franklin community. It is apparent
that he put his heart into every aspect
of leading the staff and students over
the last 17 years,” Superintendent An
drea Oquist wrote in an email. “He is a
true Patriot in every sense of the word
and we are so grateful for his leader
ship over the years.”
Oquist added that “we’re thrilled”
Willenborg will become part of the
district’s administrative team.
Willenborg replaces Steve Archi
bald, an assistant superintendent who
will run the district’s human resources
department. Archibald is replacing
former Human Resources Director
Dana Whinnery, who retired in in the
spring. Whinnery was not an assistant
superintendent. The district had been
contracting out human resources man
agement services for several months.
In his new role, Willenborg will over
see all aspects — personnel, buildings
and curricula — of the district’s middle
and high school-level programs. He will
also manage programs such as adult
education and its shared-time service,
which, with state funding, provides
extras like music, art and physical
education to students at local parochial
schools.
The job also involves other duties as
assigned, such as heading up districtSee WILLENBORG, Page A2
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along to his daughter and
son-in-law. They’ve oper
ated the business since
September.
“It was about family
and opportunity to buy
the business,” she said.
“My dad really wanted to
retire.
“He just needed a
break.”
In addition to owning
Burton Manor, the couple
also runs Karas House,
23632 Plymouth, in Red
ford.
Her family has
worked in the catering
business for decades and
has owned and operated
Burton Manor the last 20
years. Looking toward
retirement, Johnson said
it was the perfect oppor
tunity to reunite his fam
ily in Michigan.
“I wanted them to
come home from Chi
cago,” said Johnson, a
Livonia resident. “It’s
been fun, but it’s time.”
Johnson’s father be
gan a catering business
in the 1953, working out
of the hall at St. Michael
the Archangel Catholic
Church in Livonia and
then out of a bakery on
Plymouth Road, then
moving to a banquet hall
in Westland and before
retiring in the 1960s.
Johnson bought the cater
ing business in the 1970s.
Later, he ran Karas
House in Westland, mov
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WILLENBORG
Continued from Page A1

wide committees and
special projects.
The salary for Willenborg’s new position is
still under negotiation,
district spokeswoman
Stacy Jenkins said.
Willenborg graduated
from Michigan State
University’s James Madi
son College in 1983 and
served in the U.S. Ma
rines for three years
after that. Before joining
the district, he taught in
Clarkston, Dearborn and
Fremont, Mich., where
he was also varsity foot
ball coach and wrestling
coach. He was the assis
tant high school principal
and athletic director at
the high school in Fre
mont for two years.
In a Facebook posting
to the Franklin communi
ty, Willenborg said it had
been an honor and a priv
ilege to serve as princi
pal. The new job, he said,
will give him the chance

Daniel Willenborg, Franklin
High School's longtime
principal, is taking at job at
the district's central office, file
PHOTO

to be a greater voice in
the education of more
students.
“My 17/2 years at
Franklin have filled my
life with wonderful peo
ple and rich memories,”
Willenborg wrote in an
email. “It is strange to
imagine myself in this
new role, but just as I’ve
told students to get out of
their comfort zone and
seek challenge, I guess
it’s time for me to apply
that to myself.”

PAGEANT
Continued from Page At

songs. The traditional
songs will have modern
arrangements,” Weathers
said. “There are three
scenes, so there isn’t a lot
of drama. The program
lasts about an hour.”
Drawing from a con
gregation of approxi
mately 500, Weathers

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman

The husband and wife team of Sam and Jessica Mass moved
back from Chicago to become the third generation in the
business, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

ing to Redford in the
early 1980s. Johnson, who
said his father was a
Livonia special police
officer in the 1950s, then
bought Burton Manor in
the 1990s, which was
formerly called Roma
Banquets.
The banquet hall is
hoping to connect with
larger brands for things
such as honeymoons,
dresses and tuxedos so
that brides and grooms
can get info on every
thing they’ll need leading
up to their wedding day, a
move that they hope
make the hall an attrac
tive option for couples

from across metro De
troit.
They’re currently
renovating a room in the
executive office to dis
play the partnerships, as
well as a sample display
of items such as chairs,
chair covers and linens.
“So it’s a one-stop
place for everybody,”
Sam said. “Just trying to
make it easier.”
Burton Manor holds
nearly 1,000 events a
year, including weddings,
corporate events, funeral
wakes, birthdays and city
events. The State of the
City has taken place at
the center, while this
year’s Livonia Communi
ty Prayer Breakfast,

said the choir has 40-50
members who will be
participating, along with
the children’s choir and
another 20 people per
forming in the dramatic
scenes.
“All told, we have
about 100 people involved
in the Christmas pro
gram. That’s nowhere
near as involved as the
Easter program,” Weath
ers said. “The choir has
been working on the

Christmas program for
two or three months.”
Located on Merriman,
just south of Ford in Gar
den City, Merriman Road
Baptist Church draws
worshipers from a num
ber of communities. A
choir member, Weathers
lives in Livonia. He add
ed that his wife Elaine
has been a big help as he
directed the production.
The holiday programs
draw a good number of

Moving forward

which featured former
Detroit Lions kicker
Jason Hanson, took place
there.
With the couple’s back
ground — his in law and
hers in culinary arts —
they’re able to separate
some aspects of running
the business. When it
comes to food, Sam said
he hands that off to his
wife and the hall’s exec
utive chef.
“They’re the culinary
masterminds,” Sam said.
“I stay out of their way in
the kitchen.
The couple, who cur
rently live in Sterling
Heights, but hope to
move to the Livonia area
with their children, said
they are excited at the
opportunities at the ban
quet center, especially
with all the development
in the Schoolcraft/Inkster
area: two new hotels have
opened, new restaurants
and shops have popped
up along Middlebelt and
plenty of renovations are
taking place at other
businesses in the area.
“You see it when it
wasn’t developed,” he
said. “Now, you’ve got the
two brand-new hotels,
you’ve got the whole
shopping center to the
west, you’ve got the dis
tribution center right
behind us.
“It’s really encourag
ing.”
dveselenak©
hometown!ife. com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

people. Weathers noted at
Easter, it’s usually stand
ing room only and extra
chairs are added.
“A lot of churches
don’t have a choir any
more, they have a praise
or worship band. A lot
quit because they just
didn’t get enough bod
ies,” Weathers said.
Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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Clinic dedicated at Schoolcraft College
David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Adding an urgent care
clinic to Schoolcraft Col
lege’s Livonia campus
was something President
Conway Jeffress had an
interest in. So he spoke to
several people at the
college and worked to get
the process in motion.
“With that, I said, ‘Get
it rolling, do something,'”
Jeffress said. “We want
ed a health care pres
ence.”
Two years later, the
campus is home to a St.
Joe’s Urgent Care clinic,
located in the Jeffress
Center at Seven Mile and
Haggerty on the first
floor. The clinic, which
opened earlier this fall,
was formally dedicated
Nov. 30 with a blessing
ceremony.
The clinic is open to
both students of the col
lege and non-students
and features two consul
tation rooms, six exam
rooms, a room for taking
X-rays and a procedure
room, which can be used
for suturing or other
smaller medical proce
dures.
“This is really the first
step and a pretty major
one for the evolution of
the pre-existing part
nership (with) School
craft College on this
campus,” David Spivey,
CEO of St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, said at the
blessing of the facility.
“They’re very interested
in extending health care
services here on their
campus and this is an
important part of that
pillar.”
The facility offers
several services, includ
ing physicals, drug and
alcohol screening, preg
nancy tests and vaccina-

officials from Schoolcraft College, the St. Joseph Mercy Health System and the city of Livonia cut the ribbon on the new St. Joe's Urgent Care clinic in the Jeffress
Center at Seven Mile and Haggerty in Livonia, david veselenak | hometownlife.com

tions. It’s open from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday and
holidays. It’s open 365
days a year.
The facility, the first
urgent care clinic oper
ated under St. Mary Mer
cy Hospital and leased
from the college, was
opened for tours after the
Rev. Luke Iwuji, a chap
lain at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, blessed the
facility with holy water.
“Almighty God, you
have chosen us for this
sacred work of minis
tering to the sick," he
said. “Today, we gather to
to ask for your blessings

upon this new urgent
care center.”
The new clinic is just
the latest new devel
opment at Schoolcraft
College in the past few
years. Masco Corp,
opened its new facility
earlier this summer and
the new St. Joe’s Soccer
Dome opened for compe
tition last fall.
Jeffress said bringing
the clinic continues to
add to the college's iden
tity in the area, making it
known not only as a place
with excellent culinary
programs and sports, but
as a place one can come
if they need basic med
ical treatment.

Partnering with an
organization such as the
St. Joseph Mercy Health
System, Jeffress said,
made the most sense and
is a decision that appears
to be working.
“What were we going
to do that was unique and
what were we going to do
to develop partnerships
to develop? Because we
didn't have the money to
do these things on our
own,” he said. “I think
this is going to work out
very well."

The Rev.
Luke Iwuji
offers a
blessing at
the St. Joe's
Urgent Care
clinic at
Schoolcraft
College.
DAVID
VESELENAK |
HOMETOWN
LIFE.COM

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
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Samaritas receives grant from Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation
Samaritas recently
received a $50,000 award
from the Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan Foun
dation to address mental
health concerns among
people served by the
Samaritas Family Center
in Westland.
The two-year grant
will allow Samaritas to
bring a licensed family
therapist on-staff at the
family center, which
provides accommoda
tions and support for
families experiencing
homelessness. The Sa
maritas Family Center
has a strong partnership
with Wayne State Univer
sity and the University of
Michigan School of Medi
cine to provide a one-dayper-week health clinic

“We are grateful for
this award and the sup
port from the Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan
Foundation toward ad
dressing mental health
concerns for the people
we serve at the family
center,” said Sam Beals,
Samaritas CEO. “This is
a huge step forward in
empowering families
experiencing homeless
ness with the tools they
need to be successful in
achieving permanent
housing and economic
stability.”
This grant will pro
vide behavioral health
screening for family
center families, using a
screening tool known as
VI-SPDAT, within five
days of arrival to the

on-site, which addresses
physical health concerns.
However, mental health
has not been part of the
services provided.
There has been much
research about the co
occurrence of mental
illness, chronic physical
health conditions and
economic instability.
Among the homeless
population in Wayne
County, a disproportion
ate percentage of indi
viduals suffer from all
three. Many people
served by the family
center need treatment to
address behavioral
health problems so they
can achieve permanent
housing without enduring
another cycle of home
lessness.

WESTLAND POLICE BRIEFS
Package stolen from
porch

family center, to deter
mine behavioral health
needs. Samaritas profes
sionals are optimistic
that the additional re
sources and treatments
will lead a majority of
people served by the
family center toward
permanent housing once
they leave the shelter.
Samaritas has oper
ated the family center in
Westland for 25 years,
providing families a
private room, on-site
services including li
censed child care, daily
meals, a library, comput
ers and transportation
for children to and from
school, among other ser
vices.
For more information,
go to www.samaritas.org.

A resident who lives in
the 8200 block of Wood
crest came into the Westland police station Dec. 1
to report a package sto
len from his porch.
He said he ordered a
necklace that was report
edly delivered Nov. 22 to
his home, dropped off at
the front apartment door.
He said he never found
the package and believes
it was taken.
Another package
stolen

Another resident
stopped in at the police
station Dec. 1 to report a
package had been stolen
from their residence in
the 500 block of Van Sull.
The resident said the
package was dropped off
at the residence the day
before by UPS. The pack

age, which contained a
salt spreader, was later
taken and the resident
did not know what hap
pened to it. He said he
checked with the neigh
bors and no suspect in
formation was available.
Rocks thrown
through windows

Police were called
Nov. 30 to a residence in
the 37000 block of Oak
view on the report of
some damage done to the
home’s windows.
The resident said she
was sleeping and awoke
after hearing rocks being
thrown through the win
dows of her apartment.
Police saw the window
was shattered, but the
resident did not know
who would have done
this. No suspect informa
tion was available.
— By David Veselenak

Excellent Service | Competitive Prices | Accepting New Patients

Personalized Hearing Care, Inc.

vehicle

Audiology and Hearing Aids

We specialize in fitting hearing aids in a
professional and friendly environment

People’s
Choice Winner
FOUR
Consecutive
Years!

Dr. Karissa Jagacki,

Kimberly Carnicom,

Audiologist

Audiologist

WAYNE POLICE BRIEFS
Wallet taken from

A resident who lives in
the 35700 block of East
Michigan Avenue filed a
police report Nov. 13
reporting the theft of a
wallet from his car.
The resident said he
and his wife went out to
their vehicle to go to the

grocery store. When they
got outside, they noticed
the doors were open and
checked if anything was
missing. It was apparent
later on that his wallet
was missing.
Trespasser reported

Wayne police were
called Oct. 16 to the TMobile store at 35161E.

Lug nuts removed
from truck

Huge Holiday Toy Saiei

w
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Hear what people are saying about us and visit our website

Michigan Ave. on the
report of a trespasser at
the business.
Officers arrived and
recognized the suspect,
as he had been trespass
ing at the store four days
earlier. He was arrested
and taken to the police
station for processing.

BEST OF

Sale ends
12/31/17

HOUR

WWW.PERSONALIZEDHEARINGCARE.COM
'

South Lyon • 321 Pettibone Street, Suite 105 • 248-437-5505

MAGNA-TILES

pittyMOM

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

Westland • 35337 West Warren Road • 734-467-5100

A resident who lives in
the 4400 block of Howe
filed a police report Nov.
21 to report some damage
done to his property.
He said someone had
recently loosened the lug
nuts on his vehicle and he
did not know it had hap
pened. The wheels then
fell off the car while he
was driving, which
caused damage to the
axle, rotor and wheel
rims.

3947 W. 12 Mile Rd., Berkley • 248-543-3115

GET
EXTRA
CASH
just in time for the holidays.
RECEIVE A10% BONUS

Sell your unwanted jewelry & watches, even if they’re

WHEN YOU COME TO A TAPPER’S

broken, and receive an immediate check payment.
GOLD, DIAMOND & ESTATE

BUYING EVENT

WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED:
Gold and silver jewelry I Diamonds and diamond jewelry

December 15-16

Fine watches I Coins I Silverware I Other precious metal items

10am - 5pm
ALL 3 LOCATIONS!
• WALK-INS WELCOME •

^TAPPER’S
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Kitchen Appliance Suites
■:8ft ■

3.5 eu. ft. Top Load Dual-Action
Agitator Washer with Porcelain

Whirlpool8

Tub & Deep Water Wash.
Regular $429.

4-Piece Appliance Suite
6.5 cu. ft. Electric Dryer with

A. 25 Cu. Ft. Capacity Side-by-Side
Refrigerator. Exterior Ice & Water

Sensors to monitor tempera
ture & control time to prevent
over-drying. Regular $429.

Dispenser with Filtration & Humidity
Controlled Crispers. Stainless.
(WRS325SDHZ)

SALE PRICE

B. 1.7 Cu. Ft. Capacity Over-the-Range
Microwave. 300 CFM. 1,000 Watts.

Each

Microwave Presets. Adjustable Lighting.
Stainless. (WMH31017HS)

Whirlpool
C. or D. Free-Standing Self-Cleaning
Electric or Gas Range. Hidden bake
4.8 cu.ft HE Top Load Washer

element.
Stainless.
(WFG515S0ES,
WFE515S0ES) Gas range, additional $50.

Intuitive Touch Controls with Memory
Adaptive Wash Technology
ColorLast™ Option
Low-Profile Impeller
Estimated Time Remaining LED Display
Smooth Wave Stainless Steel Wash Basket

E. 24” Built-in Dishwasher. Four wash
cycles. Vinyl racks. Stainless.
(WDF520PADM)

Quiet Wash Ultra Noise Reduction System

4-Piece Package Was $2799

Quick Wash Cycle • Automatic Water Levels
ENERGY STAR® Certified • Presoak Option
4.8 cu. ft. Capacity
Steam Clean Option

SAVE $800
4-Piece Package
Limited Time
SALE PRICE:

SALE
PRICE

Deep Water Wash Cycle
Regular $799

Sale Prices Good Through December 18, 2017. Some quantities may be limited to stock on hand
0^)0© §©

Kte Credit
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(One Toy Per Product Purchase)

See store for details. Finance offers limited to select brands and products. Toy donations for free sales tax good on purchases of $499
and up. One toy per product purchased required. Toys will be distributed by Goodfellows of Livonia, Ml.

Dishwasher SAVINGS Now At Bill & Rod’s Appliance

MANA
Triple Filter Wash System
1-Hour Wash Cycle
12-Place Setting Capacity
Heated Dry Option

SALE
PRICE

SAVE NOW ON MAJESTIC SLEEP, SERTA & iCOMFORT

Serta Majestic Sleep
Mattress-Twin with
391 PostureSmart™
innerspring and
woven cover.

Serta Majestic Sleep
Heidleburg Mattress,
Queen with 532 Mira-Coil®
innerspring and luxurious
quilted knit cover
TWIN MATTRESS

QUEEN SET

SALE PRICE

SALE PRICE

Plush or Fir
Serta Majestic Sleep
Westmark Queen:
Luxurious Quilted Knit
Cover, 2 Layers 1” HI IFD
Support Foam
FlexBand™ Memory Gel
739 Wrapped Coil
4" Foam Encasement
Motion Base Friendly

Serta Perfect Sleeper
Elite Trelleburg Plush
mattress features Serta’s
Cool Action™ Gel Memory
Foam and premium 886 Custom
Support® Individually Wrapped Coil
System. It is designed with a unique
set of features to help solve 5 common
sleep problems.

15870 Middlebelt Road

Bill & Rod s
APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

Honest and Dependable
Since 1963

Livonia, Ml 48154
734.425.5040

www.billandrodsappliance.com
Showroom Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 AP - 8:00 PM
Friday & Saturday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday Noon - 5:00
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Three Cities Art Club to host
exhibit at Westland City Hall
The Three Cities Art
Club will present some of
the finest artwork and
photography this area
has to offer during its
sixth annual juried open
call for artists exhibition
at Westland’s Gallery at
City Hall. The best of
original fine art, includ
ing oil, acrylic, watercol
or, printmaking, air
brush, collage, pencil and
photography, were se
lected for inclusion in the
show by well-known
photographer, writer and
teacher Monte Nagler.
He had to narrow the
field from 113 pieces
submitted by 33 artists to
about 60 pieces.

In addition to jurying
the works for the exhibi
tion, Nagler also chose
the winners for prizes
awarded for best of show,
first, second and third
place, plus three honor
able mention prize win
ners in the two cate
gories - photography and
all others. Westland May
or William Wild once
again selected his favor
ite piece for his personal
$100 Wild about Art
Award. These prizes total
more than $1,100.
The public is invited
to attend the free art and
appetizers reception
4:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 7, when many of the

artists will be available
to talk with attendees.
Winning artists will re
ceive their awards at 6
p.m. and Nagler will talk
about why he judged
selections to win prizes.
Live music will be pro
vided by Alvorada.
The Gallery at City
Hall, 36300 Warren, is a
beautiful venue for show
casing works of arts. The
exhibition continues
through the end of Janu
ary and is open to the
public anytime city hall
is open. Free guided
gallery tours are avail
able for individuals or
groups, which can be
arranged. Art can be

GET READY TO RIDE TO FUN

CLADDAGH

TAKE THE BUS TO FIREKEEPERS
AND ENJOY OVER 2,900 HOT SLOTS
AND 6 GREAT RESTAURANTS!

$20
IN RED HOT
CREDITS

purchased by calling
Marilyn Meredith at
313-231-3939. Book your
next meeting, luncheon
or special event to be
held either in the Gallery
or one of the banquet/
conference rooms by
contacting parks and
recreation at Parks@
cityofwestland.com or
calling 734-722-7620.
The event is spon
sored by Michigan Chi
ropractic Center and
D&M Art Studio. To learn
more about the exhibi
tion, attending the event
or about Three Cities Art
Club, go to www.three
citiesartclub.org.

JOIN US
FOR

Dennis Koski's "Kirk in the Hills" won the award for Best of
Show in Photography.

OIL CHANGE

SPECIAL

AND LUBRICATION

BUY ONE, GET ONE

Certified Service

A,.m — — JfK — — —
Drain Oil
Mobil 5w30
Conventional Oil
AC Delco Oil Flllsr
FREE Multi-Point
Inspection

for free slot play

TOWARD ANY
SERVICE WORK
PERFORMED
RETWEEN
s150-$1,000

Valid on most GM vehicles not
valid with any other offer. Price
applies to most GM Vehicles.
Price does not apply to semi
ir full synthetic and diesel oils.'
Up to 5 qts. conventional oil. I
Tax and shop supplies extra. No,
appointment necessary. Present1
offer to advisor at time of write-1

IN POINTS
for meals,
merchandise
or free slot play

Not valid with any other offers.
Must present coupon at time
of write-up. Discount not
applicable on oil change or tire

CHEVROLET

purchase. Expires 12-31-17

ORES

MONDAYS-FRIDAYS
FROM DETROIT SUBURBS & SURROUNDING AREAS
For reservations, call

I

CONTINENTAL CHARTERS: 313.491.2040, GLIDERS: 313.933.3930,
GOING PLACES TRAVEL: 810.632.4565, TURNER TOURS:

I

313.733.8119, TRIUMPH TRANSPORTATION: 313.381.5881

TRANSMISSION * BRAKE
POWER STEERING * COOLANT
FRONT END ALIGNMENT, TIRE II
OR ANTI FREEZE
ROTATION BALANCE & BRAKE |
FUEL * DIFFERENTIAL
INSPECTION
Not valid with any other

Visit FireKeepersCasino.com or call 877.FKC.8777 for complete line schedules.

GET READY. GET SET.
GET YOUR VlfifFoN

INCLUDES:

y <$> ■-

fWjFlREKEEPERS

CALL NOW
CASINO-HOTEL

17800 Haggerty Rd. Livonia. MI 48152
734-542-8141 • claddaghirishpubs.com

877.FKC.8777 | FireKeepersCasino.com

■will, I he purchase of any two beverage'.

to make your
reservation

Not valid with other offers. ■ ' offers. Must present coupon
Must present coupon at time ■ i
at time of write-up.
of write-up. Expires 12-31-17
Expires 12-31-17

li
SHAMPOO AND DETAIL
INTERIOR. WAX AND WASH
EXTERIOR, CLEAN ALL GLASS
SURFACES & DETAIL ENGINE
COMPARTMENT

,
1
I
.

I

Cannot be combined with any ■
other coupon or offer. Call for 1
appointment. Must present |
coupon. Exp. 12-31-17

OH TELEGRAPH-NORTH OF 1-696
SERRACHEVROLET.COM 1248.354.6001

(734) 542-8141

Traverse City Area Propert
You should have a place Up North

I’m aTC native. It really is as wonderful a place to live as it seems!

The best Lake Michigan building
site in all of Leelanau County. 1.5
acres overlooking protected dunes
and 100 feet of gorgeous Lake
Michigan frontage. The views are
wide, endless and breathtaking!
• Priced to sell at $449,000

I've traveled a lot of the world - and this is one of the special places, to be
sure. You'd be amazed at how sweet the downtown condos are - and how
many unique, cool, wonderful houses and settings there are available. At
affordable prices! The world is absolutely making its way to our doorstep but
we're in the infancy stages of where prices are headed. It's a phenomenal
time to buy. If you're thinking of jumping in, up here, why not use an expert?
I've been at it for the last 30 years - successfully! I can steer you straight, cut

Sweet Torch Lake setting halfway up the treasured East side
of the lake (overlooking sunsets),
this place is a memory maker!
With it’s oh so rare boathouse
at the water’s edge - perfect for
storing all the beach and water
toys. Needs renovation or build a
dream house.
• $525,000 - you'll love it.

to the chase on market issues.... and use a world of connections to find your
dream setting - for the right price. Btw, you can listen to my radio show Ask
the Real Estate Guy with Jack Lane on Saturday mornings at www.wtcmradio.
com - click on Listen Live. The show is on from 8:04 to 9:00 - for 16 years
it's been northern Michigan's #1 show about real estate, history, Tiger
baseball, local stories and character and, sometimes, even more real estate.
You'll become a regular if you listen once!

"-Jack"

•

S-1
& yr

y"

Own your own Flower Shop! Sweet business
opportunity in downtown Bellaire! This flower shop does
great $$ numbers and the property is in a prime corner
location. Blooming business with all sorts of upside! Yes,
the pun was intended. If you’re looking for a business
you’ll love coming to every day with a wonderful pace of
life, this is it! • $188,500 includes the real estate.

ACME neighborhood - 3 BR/1.5 baths. Beautiful blend
of prairie style meets mid Century modern. Adjoins
Lockenheath golf course. Nature lovers will delight in the
setting - light pouring into the house, all one level living with
a huge, wandering basement for exercise, crafts and storage.
1 mile from restaurants, four great golf courses and the G.T,
Resort. The house comes with a private, sandy beach that is
shared with a few neighbors. • Motivated Seller! $278,500

Executive Hunting Lodge -100 ACRES with incredible
views, privacy and possibilities! Could be a year round
home (as currently used), or it could be an Executive
Hunting Lodge with 100 acres 8 miles SE of Cadillac and
just a tew miles from the freeway for easy trips Up North!
This year round Prairie Style meets Mid Century Modern
house built on one of the highest points in northern Lower
Michigan will make a fabulous hunting property.

For more info on these - or expert help in northern Michigan real estate,

Call Ja

La

231-883-7444
t

>
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LIVONIA POLICE BRIEFS
Car goes through
convenience store

Livonia police were
called in the afternoon of
Dec. 2 to 7-Eleven, 27435
Seven Mile, on the report
of a vehicle that drove
through the front of the
store.
Police say the driver, a
60-year-old Redford
woman, was parked fac
ing south toward the
building. She told police
she thought her car was
in the reverse, but was in
fact in drive, sending the
Chevrolet Sonic through
the front of the store. No
one was injured and no
alcohol is believed to be a
factor.
Resident scammed
through Facebook
ad

A 24-year-old Livonia
woman came into the

police station Dec. 1 to
report she had been
scammed out of some
money after responding
to a Facebook ad the
previous month.
She said she opened a
link, which was for a
“work from home” oppor
tunity, and got connected
to someone through a
messaging app. That
person told her they
would assist in paying off
some credit card debt of
hers. After sharing in
formation, it appeared to
the victim that someone
had deposited some mon
ey into her account,
though it appeared it had
just been moved. Later,
she was contacted by
someone else, who told
her to purchase some
iTunes cards to assist
with paying off her debt.
She bought $1,000 worth
of cards and transferred
over the card numbers.

Livonia
police say
this vehicle
drove
through the
front of the
7-Eleven
store at
Seven Mile
and Inkster
roads last

then took those items and
walked out of the store
without paying for them.
She was stopped and
detained until police
arrived and issued her a
citation before releasing
her.

week. No

Police were called
Dec. 2 to Von Maur,
37700 Six Mile, on the
report of a larceny from
auto that had taken place.
The victim said she
went inside Laurel Park
Place mall for work that
afternoon. A few hours
later, a co-worker in
formed her that her vehi
cle had been broken into.
She went out and found a
window on her vehicle
had been smashed out.
She found her in-dash
GPS unit was missing.

one was
injured.
LIVONIA
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Later, she noticed it was
a scam and could not
reach the suspect. She
reached out to Apple and
filed a police report.

Grandmother leads
grandchildren on
retail fraud

Police were called to
Walmart, 29555 Ply
mouth, on the report of a
retail fraud suspect in
custody.

A store employee said
the suspect was seen via
security cameras select
ing a microwave and
socks and placing them
in a cart. She was then
seen telling her grand
children to select a
Christmas tree. They
I#

GPS stolen from
vehicle at mall

— By David Veselenak

Way"-e

Marian Oakland

MeKAnunal
Hospital
Full Service Veterinary Hospital

Dine & Dash
December 13-15,2017 • By Appointment
Get a taste of what it's like
to live at Marian Oakland!
Receive a FREE lunch or
dinner to-go, when you
tour our community.

WayneMercyVet.com
OPEN 7 DAYS • 734.728.6000
Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

(Just E. of Wayne Hoad)

W

ST. JOSEPH MERCY
SENIOR COMMUNITIES

MarianOakland.org

M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5

Westland, MI 48186

ir-

FREE!

i

II

OFFICE VISIT/COMPLETE
PHYSICAL EXAM
Not valid with any other offers. With coupon.
Offer Expires 12/31/17 .

Call (248) 474-7204 ext. 2
today to schedule your tour!
29250 W. 10 Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 4833

Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals
“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”

$87

II

with purchase of 12 Month
Heartworm & Flea Preventative

ii

Not valid
valid with
with any
any other
other offers.
offers. With
With coupon.
douhoh.
Not
Oft'1-’1

iril

Wellness Exam • Distemper/Farvo Combo |
Lepto • Bordetella • Fecal Test
Babies (lYear)
I |
Rabies

I

■ xpies 12/31/17. g

i

HEARTWORMTEST

1 »

VACCINE PACKAGE-Dogs

FREE!

$47
VACCINE PACKAGE
Puppies & Kittens
Wellness Exam
Exa • Fecal Test
Distemper Combo • Deworming

Nt,. vain! ,L!th am othc offens. With roupog <liter 1 \Pn •

SPAY • NEUTER • DENTAL • SPECIAL OFFERS
BOARDING & GROOMING • REASONABLE RATES

409 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit 48226 ♦ 313.963.6255 ♦ www.DUMOART.com

I

I
I
I
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More vehicles broken into in Livonia
The resident who lives
in the 18300 block of
Whitby said they left
their vehicle in the drive
way overnight before
going to bed. Her son
noticed his bicycle, which
had previously been
parked next to the car, on
the front lawn that morn
ing and mentioned it to
his mother.
She went out and
found the vehicle had
been entered and had
several items taken from
it, including some phone
chargers, some head
phones and some loose
change.
The resident who lives
in the 18900 block of
Whitby called police on
the report of several
vehicles that had been
broken into overnight. An
iPod, wallet and change
was missing from the
vehicles. It was later
found out that the cards
in the wallet had been
used at various busi
nesses in cities such as
Novi, Dearborn and De
troit.
Someone who had
been staying the night at
a home across the street
saw police at the home
and then came over to
mention her vehicle had
been gone through,

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Livonia police con
tinue to ask residents to
protect their valuables
and lock their car doors
after yet another string
of vehicle break-ins took
place across the city this
past weekend.
Police say about a
half-dozen vehicles were
entered by criminals last
weekend, mostly in the
neighborhood west of the
intersection of Seven
Mile and Farmington
roads. Most were report
ed Sunday morning and
early afternoon.
Vehicles that were
broken into in that area
were parked at homes in
the following blocks:
» 18900 block of Whit
by
» 18300 block of Whit
by
» 18900 block of Nor
wich
A resident who lives
on Norwich told police
she saw that her hus
band’s car had been bro
ken into overnight. She
said nothing appeared
missing, but it was clear
someone had entered the
car.

though it appeared noth
ing was missing.
Also in the city that
night was a larceny from
auto that took place in the
18300 block of Lathers,
between Middlebelt and
Inkster roads. In that
case, a wallet and two
cellphones were taken
and papers were strewn
all over the cabin of the
vehicle.
All vehicles entered
that weekend were left
unlocked and no signs of
forced entry were ob
served on the cars.
These cases are just
the most recent cluster of
vehicle break-ins in Livo
nia. Several cars had
items stolen from them
back on November in the
Castle Gardens
neighborhood, near Five
Mile and Newburgh
roads, and another rash
of break-ins took place in
October in the neigh
borhoods around West
Chicago and Middlebelt
roads.
Anyone with informa
tion regarding these
cases is encouraged to
contact Livonia police at
734-466-2470.
dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: ©DavidVeselenak

Magician Aaron Radatz returns to Village Theater
Las Vegas magician
and Michigan native
Aaron Radatz will be
returning to the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill in
Canton for one show only,
at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 22.
Tickets range from $18 to
$24 and can be purchased
online at www.canton
villagetheater.org or by
calling 734-394-5300.
Radatz, who was just
recently featured on the
global TV sensation
“Masters of Illusion,” will
be presenting his show of
magic and comedy. “This

is one of the shows I am
always excited about all
year as I get to return to
my home state and enter
tain during this magical
season,” Radatz said.
A portion of the pro
ceeds from ticket sales
will be donated to the
Humane Society of Mich
igan. In addition, Radatz’s
new children’s book, “The
Adventures of Dingo the
Dog,” will also benefit the
Humane Society with a
portion of each book sale.
Radatz was born and
raised in Detroit and

began his magic career at
age 6. He continued hon
ing his craft while attend
ing Catholic Central High
School and Central Mich
igan University, where he
recently received the
Outstanding Alumni
Award.
Radatz is no stranger
to the Detroit area, with
performances over the
years for General Mo
tors, Chrysler, Soaring
Eagle Casino, Andiamo’s,
Jeff Daniels, the Detroit
Tigers and several oth
ers.
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Pint Paint Sample
• <
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Teknic
I

15% OFF
Your Next Retail Purchase

1 Per easterner tet rakt!

aet after eflw. Exp. J-rjl-7SM

Designer wallpaper

20-35% OFF
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Visit Us At Our 5 Metro Locations:

Birmingham 248-646-5924
Pontiac 248-745-0003
Redford 313-537-4500
Canton Township 734-414-9900
Farmington Hills 248-994-1300
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The Detroit Circus features performers who specialize in high-flying aerial antics.the Detroit circus

Canton’s Village Theater to
host circus New Year’s Eve
The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill .will welcome
The Detroit Circus for a
special New Year’s Eve
performance at 7 p,m.
Sunday, Dec. 31.
Spectators will be
amazed by this locallybased, animal-free circus
that features performers
who specialize in high
flying aerial antics on
fabric, trapeze and lyra.
Additional acts will in
clude contortion, jug
gling, feats of mindbending strength and
acrobatics. Past New
Year’s Eve performances

of The Detroit Circus
have sold out at The Vil
lage Theater each year
since 2015.
The Detroit Circus is
entirely composed of
Detroit-area performers
who were discovered by
founder Micah Adams.
During their perfor
mance, skilled aerialists
will dance, weave and
flow through the air,
while aerial hoop per
formers display flexibil
ity as they contort and
spin with grace, poise
and astonishing strength.
The Detroit Circus is

suitable for all ages.
Tickets are $22 and
can be purchased at
www.cantonvillage
theater.org, in person at
the box office from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
though Friday by phone
at 734-394-5300. Tickets
can be printed at home or
held in will call at no
extra charge. If avail
able, they can also be
purchased one hour prior
to program time.
The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is located at
50400 Cherry Hill Road,
in Canton.

For More Info Go To
Teknicolors.com
Ranked

Exp 3T3V2Sne

"Highest in Customer Satisfaction
I For Interior Paints & Exterior Stains"
By J.D. Power

’Paints ,
andStains

Benjamin
-.... Moore*
—

Find us on
Facebook!
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Marycrest
Now Accepting Applications
for Assisted Living Apartments
Call 734-743-4088 today to schedule a tour!

Ashford Court
Independent Retirement Living
ylO L I

W

ST. JOSEPH MERCY
SENIOR COMMUNITIES

D4

RETIREMENT

Marycrest

y

37501 Joy Road
Westland, Ml 48185
ashfordcourtwestland.com

15475 Middlebelt Road • Livonia, Michigan 48154
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Progress made on Village Arts Factory
Former Ford building
is being transformed
Brad Kadrich
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

From the outside, it
doesn’t look like a lot is
happening with the Vil
lage Arts Factory project
being built in Canton’s
Cherry Hill Village.
Sure, one building has
been razed and the roof
on another has been re
placed. But most of the
rest of the work has been
on the inside — or in
non-tangible area such as
grant-writing — as the
Canton Partnership for
the Arts tries to create a
monument to the arts and
to veterans in the south
west corner of Canton
Township.
So Jill Engel, the part
nership’s director, can
understand why folks
who pass by think there
isn’t much progress be
ing made.
But she also knows
they’re wrong.
And she recently
made a presentation to
the Canton Township
board, so that trustees —
whose support the Part
nership will need —
know it, too.
“I wanted (trustees) to
know all the Partnership
did for Canton and not
just Canton, but Ply
mouth-Canton,” Engel
said. “I think they were
just stunned to see every
thing we’ve done and the
things we’re still doing.”
The Village Arts Fac
tory is being refurbished
out of the old Ford prop
erty on 14 acres at Ridge
and Cherry Hill roads.
One building has been
razed and the Partner
ship is currently rehabili
tating the other three: an

old World War II dormi
tory, a factory and a
warehouse.
The project is being
built on property origi
nally built by Henry Ford
to house and help veter
ans. The Partnership
bought it for some
$22,500 in 2012 and has
since razed one of the
four buildings that were
part of the original
layout.
Other things are hap
pening. Work on the vet
erans dormitory con
tinues, with an elevator
and utilities installed.
Dry wall has been hung,
rooms have been repaint
ed and are only waiting
now for flooring.
Perhaps most impor
tantly, the dormitory has
its first tenant. The Ann
Arbor-based Eisenhower
Center, which specializes
in traumatic brain injury
care and rehabilitation,
will house programs in
the dormitory.
The programs, accord
ing to Eisenhower Vice
President Devin Hutch
ings, will focus on rehab
and therapy for female
veterans. Veterans to be
helped include those who
are part of the center’s
After the Impact pro
gram, which helps ath
letes who’ve suffered
concussions and veterans
suffering PTSD.
Hutchings said the
Village Arts Factory is
the perfect location for
such programs.
“Most of the focus
goes on male veterans
and not so much for the
females.... Women lead
the way in concussions,”
Hutchings said. “This
history of the site ties in
to what we’re doing. Ford
had the insight to make it
a place to give back to
veterans. It’s perfect for
us to do the same thing.
It gets (veterans) back

Crews work on the roof of the arts factory on the old Ford
property in Cherry Hill Village, canton partnership for the arts
Volunteers
painted the
rooms in the
dormitory,
which will
be used for
programs by
the
Eisenhower
Center of
Ann Arbor.
CANTON
PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE ARTS

into the communities and
gives them some of the
therapies they need.”
It looks like dormitory
participants will have a
parking lot for their cars.
The partnership recently
secured a $90,000 grant
from the Michigan Coun
cil for the Arts and Cul
ture Affairs.
“I literally started

crying when I read how
much we were getting,”
Engel said.
Engel said the Ford
factory renovations have
begun, with structural,
mechanical and electri

cal engineering. The
mansard roof was re
moved and elevator and
utility work either has
been done or is near
being started.
Like with the dormito
ry, the focus is beginning
to shift on finding a ten
ant for the factory. The
Partnership is looking at
potential education ten
ants, who could bring
skilled trades programs
to the factory.
Schoolcraft College
took a brief look, but
backed away. Engel said
the partnership is now
“full-force looking at
others.”
“These type of voca
tional programs are
needed in our state,”
Engel said. “They would
align more with the origi
nal use that Henry Ford
started in 1944.”
Once a factory tenant
is found, the partnership
will focus on getting
tenants for the ware
house building along
Cherry Hill. With hous
ing construction begin
ning to boom in Cherry
Hill Village, the part
nership will focus on a
food/beverage tenant.
“We’re looking at a
brew pub or a micro
brewery because that’s
what people out here
want,” Engel said. “We
want to make it a destina
tion location.”
There’s a lot of sup
port for what the Part
nership is doing. Grants
have come from CDBG
money ($75,000), the
Ford Fund ($107,000) and
from the state ($45,000).
Businesses have donated,
too, the largest to date
coming from Pulte
($50,000) and Reliable

Carriers and Pinnacle
($35,000 each).
It’s the kind of support
the project needs, be
cause it’ll be good for
Canton, according to
former Supervisor Tom
Yack, who is on the part
nership’s board.
“Cherry Hill Village
would benefit from the
completed project, be
cause it would bring
greater vitality to the
village,” Yack said. “Peo
ple would come to the
arts factory not only to
take classes and be en
gaged in studios, but the
idea is it would become a
destination for tourists.
“The vitality of Cher
ry Hill Village would be
enhanced by people com
ing to the village, not just
during the day, but peo
ple from outside the
village coming as a desti
nation,” Yack added.
Yack said the project
will be a win-win. Veter
ans and others will have
a place to explore the
arts and Canton gets rid
of what he called a “dere
lict building.”
“It’s in the top two or
three, maybe No. 1, of our
buildings that do nothing
to enhance the communi
ty,” Yack said. “What
really needs to happen is
that it all needs to be
rehabbed and it’ll take
between $1.5 million and
$2 million to get that
accomplished.
“(But) it’ll give us a
place where people in
Canton and outside Can
ton can experience the
arts in a way they may
not have been able to do
before.”
bkadrich@hometownlife. com
Twitter: ©bkadrich

The Ultimate Holiday
Shopping Destination

NOVI TOWN CENTER

td.wt.Me. AIR!
Carolers, Choirs, Musicians
Appearing Every Weekend!
Look for Strolling
Santa Claus and his Elf!

DON’T FORGET
TO PICK UP YOUR
At participating stores.
While supplies last.

NOVI TOWN CENTER
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I am an American We are One Nation

DIFFERENCES START CONVERSATIONS
Q&A WITH

With equality for all

CHRIS LASSITER

a goal, Chris Lassiter

Age:

gets people talking

Location: Staunton, Virginia

CHRIS LASSITER

41

What does it mean to be an Ameri
can?

Mission: To create an
PATRICK HITE
STAUNTON NEWS LEADER
USA TODAY NETWORK

Each week, this series will introduce
you to an exceptional American who
unites, rather than divides, our commu
nities. To read more about Americans do
ing exceptional things, visit onenation.usatoday.com.

STAUNTON, Va. - It’s a solemn Chris
Lassiter, not flashing the smile that the
41-year-old is so well-known for around
his hometown of Staunton, Virginia.
He’s sitting on the front steps of his
house situated in a historic AfricanAmerican neighborhood of this small
city in the Shenandoah Valley. It’s two
days after the violence of Charlottes
ville, and although Staunton is 45 miles
and a mountain range away, the Unite the
Right rally, the clash of supremacists
and protesters and the one violent death,
have taken their toll here, too.
Lassiter looks into the camera and tells
those watching him on Facebook Live that
he understands it can be emotionally
draining. He tells them that he feels a bit
distraught over everything that hap
pened. It’s still difficult, 48 hours after the
events, to comprehend what happened.
But then, in typical Lassiter form, he
also tells the viewers that he wants to do
whatever he can to be part of the solu
tion. And so he invites those watching to
join him the following Saturday morning
for an hour of prayer.
And then he extends another offer.
“Right after that, just a couple of
friends and I are getting together to
talk,” he says. “The friends who have
said, ‘Hey, I’ll come’ are a diverse group,
so it will be different cultures, different
takes on theology, all of that stuff. We’re
just going to get together and talk and
help each other work through it.”
Anyone who wants to join the group is
welcome.
How much can talking help? Lassiter
believes a lot.
One of Lassiter’s favorite sayings is
“Proximity breeds compassion.” He has

I think the first thing I think about as an
American is privileged. I’ve been to
parts of the world that don't have run
ning water. Not only do I have running
water, I control the temperature of the
water. I love the melting pot aspect of
America, and my neighborhood is a
prime example. As an African-Ameri
can, I’m well aware of the many painful
chapters in America’s history, too. We
appreciate what we have in America,
and my friends and I work where we
see areas that need justice and recon
ciliation.

environment where people
can again be friends with
people with opposing views.
And to a create a template for
others that is the opposite of
shouting past one another on
social media.

ONE NATION
Nominate an
American
Who are your American
heroes? Share stories and
nominees at
onenation.usatoday.com or
via email to
onenation@usatoday.com or
post a video submission to
Twitter, Facebook or
Instagram (no longer than 2
minutes, please) with the

What moment motivated you to be
come part of this effort?

In 2005, I got to meet the legendary
John Perkins of the Christian Commu
nity Development Association in Los
Angeles. His strategy of living in the
neighborhood where you want to make
a difference shaped the trajectory for
my wife, Emily, and me. I’ve met so
many people I’d consider true heroes at
Urban Youth Workers Institute and the
Legacy Conference in Chicago who
have inspired me. Outside of that, I’ve
always just wanted to be part of the so
lution, and I know I got that from both
my parents.

hashtags #IAmAnAmerican
#WeAreOneNation.
Chris Lassiter believes
organizing community
discussions can help start a
healing process, mike
TRIPP/STAUNTON NEWS LEADER

What gives you hope?

seen far too many arguments over social
media, arguments that resolve nothing
and ratchet anger, leaving everyone
more entrenched.
But, he believes, having face-to-face
talks with those who disagree with you
can actually start the healing. “A huge
part of being human and showing you
that I value you is taking the time to lis
ten,” he said. “And not just listen to form
a response, but just listen because you’re
important enough to listen to.”
He knows the black experience in the
United States has been a painful one.
He admits that can be infuriating. At
the same time, he wants to stay focused
on the end goal of equality for every
one.
“It’s all justice for all people at all
times, and doing that graciously,” Lassi
ter said. “And at the end I think that helps
you fight for reconciliation rather than

just your own people group.”
After Charlottesville, he held a com
munity discussion on both a Saturday
and Sunday morning, a week after the vi
olence. One of the discussions was at a
coffee shop and the other at a fast-food
restaurant. Combined, the two sessions
drew more than 30 people.
“We had more people and we probably
also had a more diverse group than
we’ve had.”
He has been a teacher in the high
school from which he graduated. He has
been a Young Life leader, he has led Bible
study for incarcerated youths, he has
been a campus minister. He’s been a
newspaper reporter. Lassiter is con
stantly trying to find ways to serve the
community he loves.
“One of the things I wanted to do,” he
said, “was put the personhood back in
people as we have those conversations.”

The apostle Paul tells the church in Colossae that the meta-narrative of the Bi
ble concludes with the creator recon
ciling all things. Right now our world is
both beautiful and broken. The prom
ise is that one day it will only be beauti
ful, and so we work toward healing the
brokenness and restoring the beauty in
our own small way here.
What concerns you?

It’s hard not to look at the most recent
school shooting or similar events in the
world and not feel a great deal of con
cern for the world we are passing on to
my five kids.
What do you hope to accomplish
through your efforts?

I guess I hope to accomplish two things.
The first is to create an environment
where people can again be friends with
people with opposing views, or at the
very least agree to disagree as we work
together to see our society flourish.
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AREA EVENTS
Send calendar items to
LIV-OENewstip@
hometownlife.com. Items must
be received at least two weeks
prior to the event.

Citizens for Peace
potluck

The Citizens for Peace
annual veggie potluck
highlights its holiday
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Tues
day, Dec. 12, at Unity of
Livonia, 28660 Five Mile
Road. Everyone can bring
their favorite vegetarian
dish to share. Donations
are appreciated. There
will be a silent auction
and a raffle of a variety
of baskets to add to the
festivities. All are wel
come to bid on items.
For more information,
call 734-425-0079 or go to
www.citizens4peace.com.
3D Photography
Club

The 3D Photography
Club will hold its next
meeting 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13, at
the Livonia Civic Park
Senior Center, 15218 Far
mington Road.
All are invited to come
and see the award-win
ning 3D images. The
meetings are free to at
tend and visitors are
always welcome. Stereo
cameras, 3D movies and
educational videos are
available for members to
borrow or rent.
The meeting will begin
with the annual holiday
potluck dinner, with live
musical performances
from some members.
There will also be an
exhibition of stereoview
cards made by members
and many 3D items on
display and for sale.
For more information,
go to www.Detroit3D.org
or call Dennis at 248-3983591.

to

Inspire Theatre rings in the holidays with "The Ultimate Christmas Program." The show runs through Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and at 3 p.m. Sunday.

be an informative speak
er, bingo, fashion show,
music entertainment and
more, plus an occasional
local day trip.
Timothy Lutheran
cookie walk

Timothy Lutheran
Church, 8820 Wayne
Road, in Livonia will host
a cookie walk Saturday,
Dec. 16. Pre-sale starts at
9:30 a.m. ($2 admission)
and the regular sale
starts at 10 a.m. Cookies
are $7.50 per pound and
other baked goods are
individually priced.
Livonia Civic Chorus
concert

The Livonia Civic
Chorus will sing both
secular and sacred music
of the holidays during its

SING We Now of
CHRISTMAS choral
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 17, in the Clarenceville High School Schmidt
Auditorium, 20155 Middlebelt, Livonia.
As the first of two
concerts of their 53rd
season, members will
present secular music
during the first half,
while the second half is
devoted to sacred music.
Students from Emerson
and Frost Middle School,
under the direction of
Lori Porter, will sing “The
Sleigh Ride” and join the
chorus several times
during the program.
Tickets are available
from chorus members, at
the Livonia Recreation
Center or at the door. The
pre-sale ticket prices are

Age Town, State

produces 'Ultimate

‘Chruscial, Edward Harold
‘Gatto, Gregory
‘Weisbrod, Elizabeth Jean

72 Canton
86 Dearborn Heights
93 Trenton, Ml

Livonia Towne Club
meetings

Livonia Towne Club, a
, nonprofit women’s or
ganization that brings
together women for so
cial interaction, meets the
fourth Thursday of each
month from September
through May (except in
November and Decem
ber, when it’s the second
Thursday).
The program for
Thursday, Dec. 14, fea
tures harpist Charles
Walker. Call Vicki at 734591-3254 for more in
formation.
The club meets for
lunch and a program at
different restaurants in
Livonia and surrounding
areas. The program could

Polar Express Party

The First United Meth
odist Church of Wayne, 3
Town Square, is inviting
families to the Polar Ex
press Party. It will be
held 12:30-3:30 p.m. Sun
day, Dec. 17, and will
feature crafts, refresh
ments and the movie.
Parents must stay with
their children.
All ages are welcome.
Suggested donation: a

Wayne Memorial
parents night

Wayne Memorial High
School will be hosting an
eighth-grade parents
night at 6:30 p.m. Tues
day, Feb. 6,2018, at the
Wayne Memorial High
School Stockmeyer Audi
torium, 3001 Fourth
Street.
This evening is for
current eighth-grade

Livonia Neighbors
and Friends

Livonia Neighbors and
Friends, a women’s club,
is open to women who
live/work in Livonia and
its surrounding commu
nities. General meetings
are held at 7 p.m. the
second Thesday of each
month, September
through May. Special
activity groups meet
year-round.
For more information,
go to http://livonia
neighborsandfriends.
tripod.com.

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name

Inspire Theatre rings
in the holidays with “The
Ultimate Christmas Pro
gram.” The show runs
through Dec. 17 at 7:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday
and at 3 p.m. Sunday.
The Westland Center
for the Arts is located at
33455 Warren Road.
Tickets are $16 for all
seats and are available at
https://inspiretheatre.
ticketleap.com. More
information is available
at http://inspire
theatre.com or by calling
734-751-7057.
The Westland Commu
nity Foundation is also
hosting its annual Christ
mas reception at Inspire
Theatre. The reception
will be 6-7:30 p.m. Thurs
day, Dec. 14, prior to that
night’s performance.
Refreshments and hors
d’oeuvres will be pre
pared by students from
the Culinary Arts Depart
ment of William D. Ford
Career Technical Center.
Cost for the reception
and play is $35 per per
son, plus two unwrapped
new toys as a donation for
the children of the Westland Salvation Army. For
the reception only, cost is
$20 per person, plus two
unwrapped gifts
Limited seating is
available for the play, call
Lynette Hobyak at 734595-7727. Cash, check and
credit cards are accept
ed.

non-food item such as
laundry soap, toilet paper,
etc. to help our neighbors
in need. You must reserve
your family’s tickets by
Dec. 15. Call the church at
734-721-4801 or email the
staff at fumcww@
yahoo.com. Provide your
name, how many are
attending and phone num
ber.

Obituaries

Inspire Theatre
Christmas Program'

$12 for adults and $10 for
seniors and students. At
the door ticket prices are
$15 for all. For more in
formation, call 734-5429071 or email info@
livoniacivicchorus.org.
For more information on
the chorus, go to
http://www.livoniacivic
chorus.org.

students and their fam
ilies or families interest
ed in getting more in
formation about Wayne
Memorial High School
for the 2018-19 school
year. Students do not
have to be currently at
tending a Wayne-West
land Community School
to participate in this
event.
Topics covered will
include scheduling, grad
uation requirements,
testing out requirements,
direct college courses,
AP courses, extracurric
ular activities and much
more. All are welcome to
attend and questions are
encouraged.
Parking is available in
the Glenwood Street
parking lot and guests
should enter through the
front of the auditorium.
For questions, contact the
Wayne Memorial counsel
ing department at 734419-2215.

Death Date Arrangements

02-Dec David C. Brown Funeral Home
03-Dec John N. Santeiu & Son, Inc.
24-Nov Bliley’s Funeral Home

May you find
comfort in family
and friends

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/HometownLife

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Elizabeth Jean Weisbrod

Edward Harold Chruscial

Gregory Gatto
DEARBORN

Age 86,
December 3,2017. Be
loved husband of the
late Mary. Dear father
of Anthony, Patty
and Michael (Kris).
Grandfather of Bren
dan, Marisa, Olivia
and Ava. Gregory was
the owner of Roman
Forum Restaurant in
Canton. Funeral ser
vices were held. Family
suggests memorials to
Michigan Diabetes or
Angela Hospice, www.
santeiufuneralhome.
com
HEIGHTS -

Kathleen Leahy

CANTON - Age 72,
long-time Canton res
ident, died Saturday at
the VA Medical Center
in Ann Arbor, after a
courageous battle with
Leukemia. He was born
July 1, 1945 in Steuben
ville, OH, son of Edward
& Charlene Chrusciel. He
proudly served in the
U.S. Air Force during
Vietnam. He was a com
mercial airline pilot for numerous years before
he retired. He loved air planes, flying, air shows,
bowling, road trips-camping and canoeing. He
was also a musician. He played his accordion on
the Ed Sullivan show when he was twelve years
old. Ed was a member of New Hope Church.
Survived by five children: Rene Foggo of Coral
Springs, FL, Tony (Lesley) Clark of Hastings, MI,
Melinda (Phillip) Chruscial-Clemons of Ypsi
lanti, Heather (James) Janisse of Northville and
Candice Chruscial of Belleville, 9 grandchildren
and one great-grandchild on-the-way. Preceded
in death by his wife Gloria, also daughter Torey
Clark. Visitation 2-8 PM Friday at David C. Brown
Funeral Home, Belleville (734-697-4500) with a
6 PM Time for Sharing. Funeral 11 AM Saturday,
December 9,2017 at New Hope Church, Canton.
Interment Knollwood Memorial Park, Canton.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

ROCHESTER HILLS

- Kathleen (Hendrick
son) Leahy, 82, Roches
ter Hills. Our beloved
mother & friend passed
away on November
30,2017. After a long
struggle with Parkin
son’s Disease, Kathy
passed away sur
rounded by love with
family by her side. Me
morial donations may
be made in Kathy’s
name to The Michael
J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research.

k

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Todd R.
Summers
06/27/1962 - 12/08/2007
10 years gone, yet still so very
loved and missed.

A

v

TRENTON, MI - Eliza
beth Jean “Betty” Weis
brod, 93, departed this
life peacefully on Friday,
November 24, 2017, at
home, surrounded by
family and her caregiver.
Known to all as simply
“Mom,” she was preceded
in death by her husband,
John Arthur Weisbrod;
and her three brothers,
Karl, James and Robert
Schwartz. Born in Fenton, Iowa, Betty graduated
from Fenton High School in 1941. She received her
degree as a Registered Nurse from the School of
Nursing at Iowa Lutheran Hospital in Des Moines
in 1945. While serving at a veteran’s hospital in
New York City that year, she was reunited with a
decorated WWII Navy lieutenant from her Iowa
hometown. Following his recovery from inju
ries sustained during the initial assault to retake
Iwo Jima, the couple married in 1946. Betty and
John moved to Trenton, Michigan, where he was
employed as a product designer for Ford Motor
Company until his untimely death in 1962. While
in Trenton, Betty worked as a private practice
nurse. However, her first love was music. She
taught piano lessons, served as church organist
at Faith Methodist Church and frequently played
for musical productions for the Wyandotte Com
munity Theater. She continued to play the piano
until a few months before her death. Betty moved
to Richmond in 1980 to live with her daughter
with whom she stayed for the last 37 years. She is
survived by her son, Mark C. Weisbrod (Susan)
of Canton, Michigan; her daughter, Mary Louse
Linhart (Ted) of Richmond, Virginia; her grand
daughter, Samantha Weisbrod; as well as two stepgranddaughters and three step-great grandsons.
Abiding by her wishes, there will be no visitation.
Burial will be private. Betty’s abiding passion
was for Barksdale Theatre and all animals, large
and small. Accordingly, in lieu of flowers, please
consider the Muriel McAuley Fund of Virginia
Repertory Theatre or the Richmond SPCA. Online
condolences may be made at www.blileys.com.
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Don’t add insult to injury on stock losses
$100,000 in losses. My
tax guy said because I
don't have any gains, I
can only use a very
small portion of the
loss. I went to see an
other tax person and
they recommended I
withdraw $100,000
from my IRA and use
the distribution to
offset the taxes. He
said it was aggressive,
but he thought there
was a good chance the
IRS would let it slide
by. My question to you
is, do you think I
should do it and, if not,
do you have any other
suggestions?

Rick
Bloom.
MONEY
MATTERS

Q: I have a tax ques
tion that I hope you
can help me with. This
year, I have taken
some significant losses
on my stock portfolio.
A few years ago, I in
vested a substantial
amount of money in a
new start-up company.
I knew it was some
what of a gamble, but I
was convinced that the
stock would take off.
Earlier this year, the
company went into
bankruptcy and went
out of business. As a
result, I have about

A: I don’t think off
setting your stock
losses with an IRA dis
tribution is too aggres
sive — I think it is just

unquestionably wrong.
The laws and regula
tions are very clear on
this point: Other than a
nominal $3,000 a year,
you cannot offset cap
ital losses that are a
result of the sale of
stock with ordinary
income, which an IRA
distribution is. The
losses you cannot cur
rently use can be car
ried forward into the
future. For example, if
the capital losses were
100,000 and you offset
3,000 in the current
year, you can carry over
$97,000 in losses to fu
ture years.
When the tax person
told you it was aggres
sive to offset capital
losses with an IRA dis
tribution, it’s sort of like

saying that Hurricane
Harvey caused some
water damage in Hous
ton. The hope that the
IRS will let it slide by is
not a good way to handle
your taxes. If the IRS
does not let it slide by
and catches you, as I am
sure it will, in addition
to the taxes you would
owe, you would also be
liable for interest and
penalties.
It is important to
remember that you sign
your tax return and
ultimately are respon
sible for its accuracy.
You have to be careful
whom you take tax ad
vice from and whom
you let complete your
return. Just because
someone knows how to
complete a return does

not mean they’re qual
ified to give tax advice;
just because someone
knows tax laws does not
make them qualified to
prepare returns. Com
pleting a tax return is
totally different than
giving advice on taxes.
When it comes to taxes,
you need to make sure
you are dealing with a
professional and some
one who is dedicated to
staying current on our
tax laws.
It is not more patri
otic to pay more in taxes
than you have to. Our
tax laws are construct
ed so that taxpayers pay
the least amount of tax
es legally possible.
When there are gray
areas in our tax law,
there’s nothing wrong

with using them to your
advantage. However,
you should always make
sure there’s some basis
in the law for your in
terpretation. If not, the
IRS will eventually
catch up with you and
not only will it assess
you with taxes, interest
and penalties, but you’ll
also have your fair
share of grief. The bot
tom line: yes, it’s OK to
be aggressive when it
comes to your taxes,
just don’t be stupid.
Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www.bloomasset
management.com. If you
would like him to respond to
questions, email rick@
bloomassetmanagement.com.
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Athlete learning to walk again as disease strikes
Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Makenzie Carpenter
wanted to play basketball
and volleyball in her
sophomore year at Can
ton High School.
Instead, she is learn
ing to walk again.
Makenzie, 15, was
sitting on her bed and
doing her homework
when her legs suddenly
went numb Nov. 9.
“I was just really
scared, honestly,” she
said. “I didn’t know what
was going on.”
It’s the latest of many
hurdles she has faced
since she was diagnosed
in October with dysautonomia, a disorder of the
autonomic nervous sys
tem.
She feels faint when
her blood pressure drops

low. She is fatigued. She
has what her mother,
Lori Carpenter, calls
“mental fog.” She was
diagnosed with a heart
murmur. She has fluctu
ating body temperatures.
She can’t properly digest
food.
“We’re in week 10 of
vomiting 30-40 times a
day,” her mother said.
Lori Carpenter and
her husband Doug are
facing mounting medical
bills that prompted
friends to set up a
GoFundMe account to
help Makenzie and her
family.
Makenzie has un
dergone numerous med
ical tests, spent five days
in a hospital and has
made the rounds in met
ro Detroit to see a neu
rologist, a cardiologist, a
gastroenterologist and a
physical therapist. What
she really needs, her

mother said, is a dysautonomia clinic, where ev
erything can be handled
in one place by doctors
who better understand
the disease and work as a
team to fight it.
The University of
Toledo Medical Center
has such a clinic, she
said, but the family’s
insurance company has
refused, thus far, to pay
for Makenzie to go there.
“That’s where we
would love to have her
go,” Carpenter said, “but
the insurance company is
not wanting to help us
out.”
She said she hasn’t
received a satisfactory
answer for the denial.
She didn’t want to name
the insurance company,
because she still is trying
to resolve the problem so
Makenzie can be covered
in Toledo.
She just wants her

Homes for sale broken into, appliances taken
David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Livonia police con
tinue to investigate a pair
of home break-ins this
past week at residences
that are up for sale.
The homes both had
lock boxes with keys in
them and both appeared
to be missing.
The first home, locat
ed in the 12000 block of
Cavell, had police called
to it after noon Monday.
The owner there said the
home was for sale and
left for several hours
overnight. When he re
turned, he found the lock
box containing the key
missing.
When he went inside,
he found the floor cov

ered in water, as it was
flowing from where the
washer and dryer had
previously been located.
Both had been moved to
the front of home near
the front door.
Missing from the
home was the hot water
tank.
The second home
broken into, located in
the 27600 block of Lyn
don, was called into po
lice Monday afternoon.
The resident told police
she left the home for the
weekend and returned
home to find a door to the
home off its hinges.
She went inside and
noticed several items
were missing, including
the stove, refrigerator,
microwave, coffee mak
er, television, furnace
and water heater.

She said the home was
for sale and had some
showings over the week
end while she was gone.
The lock box with the key
to the home was missing
and she believed it was
used to access the house,
as there was no signs of
forced entry.
A neighbor told police
they saw a white work
van parked in the drive
way some time over the
weekend, but they could
not remember which day
it was there.
Anyone with informa
tion regarding either
burglary is encouraged
to contact Livonia police
at 734-466-2470.
dveselenak@hometownlife.com

Makenzie Carpenter is
learning to walk again after
being diagnosed with
dysautonomia.

daughter to have the best
chance possible to over
come a disease that has
changed her life. She said
some people do grow out
of it.

Makenzie, who has a
younger sister Chelsi, 13,
has always been an ac
tive child. She has played
soccer since she was age
4 and has been involved
with the Canton Soccer
Club. This year, she
joined the Canton Celtic
team that made it to the
state finals, but she had
to miss some games.
Makenzie — known as
“Kenzie” or “Zie” — has
kept a good attitude de
spite her illness.
“I’m really working
hard to keep doing good
in physical therapy so I
can get back on the
field,” she said, adding
that she gets strong sup
port from family and
friends. “It keeps me
going and keeps me posi
tive. It’s really impor
tant.”
Makenzie is learning

to walk again using a
walker for short dis
tances, but she uses a
wheelchair for longer
distances. She can’t at
tend school, but friends
bring math packets to
her and she can partici
pate in some classes
online.
Carpenter has missed
a lot of work at a fitness
center where she is em
ployed. Her husband,
who works in job recruit
ment, also has missed
some work. Friends who
set up the GoFundMe
account began with a
$5,000 goal, but the fam
ily’s medical expenses
could be much higher.
ddem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver
734-972-0919

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16TH 8PM
THE SPINNERS
COME HOME
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS!
Enjoy a 75 minute show
filled with all of fheir classic
hits such as:

- I’ll Be Around
- It’s A Shame
- Then Came You
- Working My Way Back To You
- Mighty Love
- Sadie
- Games People Play
-Rubberband Man

SPIDERS
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS

DiSlue

from MOTOWN,
The Shades of Blue
“Oh How Happy"

DEARBORN’S FORD COMMINTY & PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
1 5801 Michigan Ave, Dearborn, Ml 481 26

734-678-6728
Twitter: ©DavidVeselenak

FREE PARKING, LIVE ORCHESTRA, CASH BAR
Tickets available by phone at 313-943-2354 or online at dearborntheater.com

Breakfast with
Santa!
Compliments of Waltonwood Carriage Park

2017 EXPLORER XLT
WITH LEATHER
BUY AS LOW AS
319,672
24 month lease for

G

per month.
Rebates up to $5,000

2017 FUSION SE
WITH LEATHER
BUY AS LOW AS
S2O,769
24 month lease for

32

per month.
Rebates up to $5,150

BUY AS LOW AS
331,315
24 month lease for

^>222

per month.
Rebates up to $5,750

Saturday, December 16th

2015 EXPLORER XLT
32,000 MILES

9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
USED
CAFt SPECIAL
321,995

Stop by for a community tour and enjoy a delicious
pancake breakfast with Santa!

Waltonwood Carriage Park caters to seniors who desire
social opportunities and a worry-free lifestyle. With a great location and warm,
caring staff you’ll feel right at home as soon as you step inside.
RSVP today for this great family-friendly event!

2018 F-150 SUPERCAB
XLT 4X4
BUY AS LOW AS
334,960
24 month lease for

$“1GG

per month.
Rebates up to $4,750

2017 FORD TAURUS SEL
WITH LEATHER
BUY AS LOW AS
323,626

(734) 335-4276

24 month lease for

$147*

Wtonwdd

per month.
Rebates up to $6,750

— Carriage Park—

•A/Z plan, 10,500 milesper year, 52,000 due at signing. Includes conquest or renewal rebate, plus taxes, plates and fees. See salesperson for details.

Redefining Retirement Living*

gaaifdjgejIejrjHe R<jt..,Belleville, Ml 48111
r.
734.697.916K|^w\^t^KinT6n.'net
OPEN MONDAY ft THuisDAY^djKWl^^'

T
L

TOES, WED ft FRI9AM • 6PM SATURDAY: 10AM - 3PM

9

Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living

2000 N Canton Center Rd., Canton
www.Waltonwood.com

iat-ot

|

www.SinghJobs.com

t=J
Riuivilh

V-z
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19 Tears in a Row!
Find out why.

Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi

(800) 240-8730

I VarsityLincoln.com

Complimentary 6-Year/lOO,OOO-Mile
Warranty on Every Certified
Pre-Owned Lincoln!

2015 Lincoln
Navigator 4WD
Financing as low as

Rear View Camera
Navigation System
Only 41,556 miles

NOW ONLY

'39,995
2015 Lincoln VI kS AWI)

Wan

STK #: 44951

2016 Lincoln MRZ Select AVVI)

2014 Lincoln MKT EcoBoostAWI)

Rear View Camera

Rear View Camera

• Rear Parking Sensors

Front/Side Airbags

Rear Parking Sensors

• Keyless Entry

Only 15,255 miles

Only 29,936 miles

• Only 35,546 miles

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

$24,995

$21,995

2016 Lincoln V1KZ Select AVVI)

2015 Lincoln VIKZ 1 Wl)

NOW ONLY

2015 Lincoln VI kZ I'VV I)

Rear View Camera

• Rear View Camera

- Front Parking Sensors

• Adaptive Headlights

- RearView Camera

-Only 27,075 miles

• Only 23,801 miles

Only 26,280 miles

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

$21,995

$19,995
2014 Lincoln VlkX 1OOA AVV I)

2016 Lincoln VI k\ Reserve I'VV 1)

VARSITY

• Heated Mirrors

2016 Lincoln VIkZ Hybrid I'VV I)

varsity

• Rear View Camera

• Leather Seats

• Bucket Seats

• Navigation System

• Rear Spoiler

• Anti-Theft Alarm

• Only 24,379 miles

• Only 17,718 miles

• Only 27,426 miles

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

SQf. QQ‘
2015 Lincoln VI kC Reserve AVV I)

2014 Lincoln VIkS AVVI)

201“ Lincoln Navigator Select
4WD

VAJSTIY

• Rear View Camera

• Rear View Camera

• Rear View Camera

• Heated Mirrors

• Keyless Entry

• Heated-Mirrors

• Only 45,948 miles

• Only 42,014 miles

• Only 21,053 miles

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY

$19,995

$29,.995

NOW ONLY
STK ft: 45412

2015 Lincoln VI kZ Hybrid I’VV I)
varsity

Check It Out!

• Rear View Camera
• Keyless Entry
• Only 43,419 miles

2015 Lincoln MKZ
Reserve EW1)

NOW ONLY

Rear View Camera
Alarm System
Only 25,092 miles
• Rear View Camera

NOW ONLY

• Keyless Entry

919,995

• Only 28,640 miles

NOW ONLY

$24,995

OPEN
SATURDAYS

LINCOLN
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

Over 800
Vehicles Ready
To Go!

Grand River at Wixom Rd in Novi

(800) 240-8730

I VarsityLincoln.com

THE SALE IS ON...SAVE THOUSANDS

Meticulous 200-point inspection by
factory trained technicians
6-year 1100,000-mile comprehensive
warranty coverage
Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

"Based on 11/2017 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. ‘As low as 1.9% APR for up to 48 months on
select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does
not include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 12/31/17.
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PREP WRESTLING

Franklin enters post-Atienza era
John Glenn Rockets on title quest;
Salem also primed for season;
Stevenson in rebuilding phase
Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Will Livonia Franklin’s varsity wres
tling team be a victim of the football
team’s success?
With several key wrestlers literally
late to the mat due to football — the
Patriots’ Johnny DiPonio, Marino DiPonio and others helped their team reach
the Division 2 football championship

game Nov. 24 — longtime wrestling
coach David Chiola had to wait a while
to get his full squad together for pre
season workouts.
“I think this season will start out
slowly,” Chiola wrote in an email to the
Observer. “Our football team made it to
the state finals and quite a few of our
wrestlers are on the team, so we got a
bit of a late start.”
Chiola’s worries might turn out to be
short-lived. On Wednesday, Franklin
won the Livonia City Wrestling Meet
for the third consecutive year.
Individual champions were Russ
Rusnell, Howie Whitaker, Jacob John-

Johnny DiPonio
(top) gains an
advantage
against Livonia
Stevenson's
Max Davidek
during a 2016-17
match-up.
DiPonio is
among a
handful of
Franklin football
players now
switching over
to wrestling
season, tom
BEAUDOIN

See WRESTLING, Page B2

COLLEGE RECRUITING

BOYS BASKETBALL

Canton
outmusdes
No. 2-ranked
Belleville
Big games by Meredith,
Noah Brown spark Chiefs
to season-opening win over
fast, physical Tigers
Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

About a month earlier, Belleville’s
No. 1-rated Division 1 football team was
knocked out of the postseason by the
Canton Chiefs in a heart-stopping dis
trict championship game.
On Tuesday, players from both of
those teams became reacquainted on
the basketball court in the 2017-18 sea
son opener.
In a contest with plenty of energy,
emotion and full-speed action, the
Chiefs came away on top again at Bob
Blohm Court, 65-61.
One of several Canton football-bas
ketball players to make an impact was
senior forward Chase Meredith, who
tallied 18 points and 10 rebounds and
was a physical menace as far as the
Tigers were concerned.
“I would definitely say there was a
little (carry-over) fire,” Meredith said.
“Belleville basketball team is very
good, so we had to come out and play a
good game.”
See CANTON, Page B3

Senior Carter Stagner, who was Seaholm's second-leading tackier in 2017, will play D-l football next year at Eastern Michigan.marty budner

Seaholm’s Stagner commits
to Eastern Michigan football
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Carter Stagner committed to play
football at Eastern Michigan Univer
sity last summer. The Seaholm senior’s
visit to the Ypsilanti campus the first
weekend of December only confirmed
his belief Eastern is the place he wants
to continue his gridiron career.
Stagner, who had also considered

Ball State, said he will sign his official
letter of intent to play for.the Eagles
later this month.
“After I committed to Eastern Mich
igan, I decided that’s the only school I
wanted to take an official visit to,”
Stagner said Tuesday after a ceremony
inside Seaholm’s media center, which
recognized nine Maples who are head
ed off to college to play their respec
tive sport. “I just got back from my
official visit this past weekend and,

after going out there, it only reassured
me that that’s where I wanted to go.
“The coaching staff there is incred
ible. They are all very nice people and
they can relate with the players. I
didn’t know a whole lot about Eastern.
It was sort of one of the schools that
was out there for me, possibly, but I
didn’t look too much into them until one
of the coaches actually came and
See STAGNER, Page B2

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS
MORE REWARDING.

Driving the baseline is Canton's Vinson
Sigmon (left) against Belleville's Davion
Williams. John kemski | express photo

Community
Financial
CFCU.ORG/CARDS

Save more this holiday season with a

877.937.2328

Community Financial Credit Card!

'Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary. Subject to application and approval,
rate will be based on application, credit history and card type chosen. Choice

Visit cfcu.org/cards for more information.

Rewards available on Platinum Rewards & World MasterCards. Call for
complete details. Federally insured by NCUA. ©2017 Community Financial
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BOYS HOCKEY

Franklin’s past meets present on special night
Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Nostalgia permeated
the air Dec. 1 at Livonia’s
Devonaire Ice Arena.
But an alumni night
for Livonia Franklin’s
varsity boys hockey pro
gram could be launching
something special for the
future.
One of the Patriots’
first captains, Dan Longeway (1974 graduate) and
longtime head coach
Terry Jobbitt participat
ed in pregame ceremon
ies, which were emceed
by current coach Dan
Phelps.
“I played defense, I
wasn’t fast enough to
play anything else,”
Longeway said with a
laugh following the fes
tivities. “We had a league
of our own in Livonia, it
was Franklin, Churchill,
Stevenson, Bentley....
The games were played
at what was called Ford
Field, which is now Eddie
Edgar.
“It was indoor. Our
first year, they didn’t
have glass, so it was still

WRESTLING
Continued from Page B1

son, Nick Zajdel, Ethan
Cooper, Jake Swirple and
the Diponio brothers
(Johnny, senior, 130
pounds; Marino, junior,
145; Rocco, freshman
125).
And Marino DiPonio
was the meet’s “most
valuable” wrestler.
“I really didn’t know
what to expect today,”
Chiola said about the city
meet. “Many of our guys
were wrestling up one
and even two weights of
where they will eventu
ally be, but they were
able to pull it off.
“Our conditioning and
technique isn’t where I
want it to be, but it’s
further along than I
thought considering the
late start the football
players got. This was
nice, because we were
able to do it with only two
seniors in the lineup.”
Johnny DiPonio is one
of the seniors, along with
Whitaker (119) and 215pounder Emmanuel Wil
lie.
It might take a while
for the lineup to jell, but
the Patriots should again
be competitive in the
KLAA. They are now in
the KLAA Black Division
instead of the former
South.
Of course, the team
has a huge void left by
the graduation of twotime state champion
Nathan Atienza (now
wrestling at Michigan
State). The squad (dis
trict champion last year

STAGNER
Continued from Page B1

recruited me at school.
“I started to talk to
him and he invited me to
a camp over the sum
mer,” he added. “Once I
went out there to a camp,
they offered me that day
, and that’s when it really
started to take off with
Eastern.”
'Perfect mindset'

Veteran Seaholm head
« coach Jim DeWald noted
Stagner has the perfect
mindset to play Division I
football.
“I am very excited for
him and his opportunity,”
DeWald said. “He has
worked very hard during
his four years here at
Seaholm. (EMU head)
coach (Chris) Creighton
has done a great job at
EMU and his message
and coaching style will fit
Carter perfectly.

fencing... we practiced
here at Devonaire. It’s
much nicer now.”
When Longeway
played (1972-74), the
head coach was Paul
Ferguson. The original
team, in 1970-71, was
coached by Ron Hellier
and Bob Golata was the
captain.
During the 1980s,
Jobbitt took over the
team and coached it for
25 seasons.
“Dan Phelps is an
excellent coach, putting
on a program like this,
getting all the alumni
involved,” Jobbitt said. “I
think it’s a fabulous idea.
... Hopefully, we’ll bond
(and) get Dan more of an
alumni association.
That’s what he wants to
do.”
Center stage

Longeway and Jobbitt
both dropped a puck at
center ice, with players
from the current Frank
lin (co-captain Jonah
Pollack) and Dearborn
Unified teams (Andrew
White) sharing the mo
ment.
Franklin then made it
a truly special evening

after posting a 21-10 rec
ord) also lost Devin Visnaw to graduation.
“I like that we have a
really good mix of expe
rienced kids and new
kids in the lineup,” Chiola
said. “It’s a pretty good
freshman class, but we
have some veteran kids
that have to step up this
year. I think once we get
everyone down to weight,
we’ll have a pretty solid
team.
“We’ll definitely have
some holes, but I like
how they’ve been work
ing. We have some team
and individual goals we
have set; hopefully, we
stay healthy and keep
improving.”
In addition to Whit
aker, Willie, Johnny DiPonio and Marino DiPonio, the 2017-18 lineup
will include returnees
such as juniors Johnson
(140), Rusnell (112), soph
omore Swirple (heavy
weight).
Promising newcomers
are freshmen Rocco
DiPonio, Jager
Kwiatkpwski (103) and
Nick Jaynes (130).
Mars to spark
Rockets

Westland John Glenn
head coach Bill Polk,
entering his 20th season,
once again is overseeing
a loaded lineup — and he
didn’t lose an elite all
stater to graduation the
way Chiola did when
Atienza left the Franklin
fold.
Senior Mikey Mars,
who was an individual
state champion in 2016
but lost in the 2017 finals
at 119, is back and mov

“In order to play D-I
football, many things
have to line up. First of
all, you have to pass the
eyeball test, then you
have to have the athletic
ability and, finally, and
most importantly, you
have to have the correct
mentality and work ethic.
“Many kids have one
or two of the traits listed,
but in order to make it,
you have to all the traits,”
he added. “Carter’s men
tality and work ethic has
been a D-I mindset since
he came to Seaholm. That
mindset is a credit to his
parents and his upbring
ing.”
Stagner, a 6-foot-4,
215-pound lineman, was a
captain who made his
presence known on both
sides of the ball. The
three-year varsity letter
winner figures to play
defensive end at Eastern.
Stagner was voted
Seaholm’s Lineman of the
Year in both his junior
and senior seasons and .

Livonia Franklin's original captain, Dan Longeway, waves to
the crowd before he and longtime Patriots coach Terry Jobbitt
both drop a ceremonial first puck Dec. 1 at Devonaire Ice
Arena. Flanking them are current Franklin co-captain Jonah
Pollack (left) and Dearborn Unified captain Andrew White.
TOM JUDGE

with a 5-1 win. Scoring
two goals each were Trey
Ziebol (four-point night)
and Jacob Cox (threepoint night), with the
fifth goal scored by Ric
Anderson.
The winning goalie
was co-captain Will Au
gustine as the Patriots
improved to 4-1-1 on the
young season.
A number of friendly

faces from Franklin’s
past packed Devonaire
(admission was free, but
they were asked to fill
out questionnaires to
gauge interest in ongoing
alumni events and activ
ities).
Longeway shook
hands with one of his
Franklin teammates,
Harold Vella. They posed
for a selfie and briefly

Part of an impressive 2017-18 roster is Westland John Glenn
senior Mikey Mars, shown during a match from last season.
FILE PHOTO

ing on up to the 130pound weight class.
Other all-state return
ees include seniors Isaac
Lefler (135) and Anthony
Gibson (145) and junior
Kyle Borthwell (125) and
Polk estimates they could
be part off a large group
— perhaps as many as 12
— who will find their way
to the podium at the 2018
finals.
With the abundance of
talent, John Glenn could
have a season matching
or surpassing 2016-17
(29-7 overall, including
KLAA South Division,
conference, association,
district and regional
championships).
The Rockets remain in
a tough division (KLAA
Black in the new-look
association) with Livonia
Franklin and Salem,
among others.
Given that run of suc
cess and with Mars still
around, the Rockets will
now look to scale the last
hurdle and win it all.
“We are looking to

Stagner

DeWald

won the school’s Nick
Deanne Memorial Lead
ership Award this past
season.
Defensively, Stagner
led Seaholm last season
in tackles for loss (nine)
and sacks (four). The
17-year-old Birmingham
resident registered 55
total tackles, second on
the team. He was in on 12
tackles in a game against
Rochester and totaled
nine tackles against OAA
White champion and
Division 3 state finalist
Farmington Harrison.
“Carter’s non-stop
motor on the field this
year was inspiring to his
teammates,” DeWald
said. “One play during
the Bloomfield Hills
game, he came close to

take the next step as a
program toward a state
title,” Polk said. “We had
a great year last year,
qualifying for the team
finals and taking eight
individuals and placing
six.
“Several of those
wrestlers are back this
season and will lead the
way for more accolades.
We are loaded with hard
working talent and look
forward to seeing who
will be the next group of
all-state wrestlers.”
A newcomer to watch
out for is freshman Ty
Cowan as the Rockets
map out long-term suc
cess.
Salem is 'Rock' solid

Despite the gradua
tion of state qualifiers
Bruce Haslitt, Akash Rai
and Taj Traylor, fourthyear Salem head coach
Jeremy Henderson (en
tering his ninth season
with the program) is
optimistic that 2017-18
will be a successful year.

sacking the quarterback,
only to have the quarter
back throw to his check
down route.
“Carter then got off
the ground and chased
the receiver down, mak
ing a TD-saving tackle 50
yards down the field,” he
added. “That hustle and
heart can’t be coached,
that is just how he is
wired and that is why he
will be successful at the
next level.”
Realizing potential

• Stagner got called up
to varsity his sophomore
year and that’s when he
began to realize he had
the potential to be a good
football player.
He simply began
working hard to improve
his overall game, making
terrific progress after
taking defensive line
classes at Wayne State
University, where he
upgraded his pass-rush
ing moves. He also
changed his diet in an

kibitzed about decades
gone by.
“I’ve been waiting for
this for a long time,”
Longeway said. “Just to
see Franklin hockey
come back, to see the
school come back and
just to be part of it.
“Hopefully, the pro
gram takes off. It’s excit
ing for us, just trying to
give back a little bit.”
According to Phelps,
in his second season as
head coach, Devonaire
was chosen for the alum
ni night instead of Eddie
Edgar because “it’s close
to the campus and it used
to be a quasi-home for
Franklin.... It brings a
nostalgic twist of the
neighborhood and the
community right around
Franklin.”
Tradition matters

Phelps said he is hope
ful that the event will
bring old friends togeth
er and spark a connec
tion with the current
program. But it is impor
tant for today's players to
honor the past.
“The current team,
we’re trying to instill in
them a culture we’re

Last year, the Rocks
went 14-10 and won a
team district title for the
third consecutive season.
“Winning the KLAA
Black Division is going to
be tough with John Glenn
and Livonia Franklin
(consistently good teams)
who are now in our divi
sion,” said Henderson,
whose team formerly
was in the KLAA Central.
“But we are not going to
back down from the chal
lenge and those are the
same kids we will have to
beat in order for them to
get to the state tourna
ment come February,
being as they are in our
individual district and
region.”
It helps to have a
group of solid seniors in
Ali Kobeissi (135), Jake
Kirkpatrick (189), Jake
Giorgi (heavyweight),
Cullen Stroschiem (160)
and Roland DiMichelle
(189).
Juniors Mason Opie
(112/119), Collin Schultz
(119), Max Hirvela (130),
Ben Bennett (140), JaQuan Baker (160), DaQuan Baker (125) and
Sean Barnett (145) help
fill the lineup spots. So do
sophomores such as Evan
Kirkpatrick (215) and
Dom Daldivia (140) and
freshmen Nick Dosh
(103) and Ash Mewha
(140).
“This year should be a
good year for us,” Hen
derson said. “We return
most of our varsity line
up, meaning most have
seen varsity mat time.
“We have a lot of kids
that, if they want it, the
sky’s the limit. A lot of
our kids are three-sport

effort to gain more
weight.
Stagner said current
defensive line coach
Steve Jarrett and former
Seaholm defensive coor
dinator Adam Korzeniewski — now Brother
Rice’s head coach — both
played a huge role in his
development.
All the hard work has
paid off handsomely and
the reward is a schol
arship to Eastern.
“In the beginning, I
didn’t really think about
' getting a football schol
arship all that much,”
Stagner said. “In my
freshman year, I thought
it was just going to be
four years of high school
and that was probably
going to be it.
“From sophomore
year to junior year is
when I started to think
about it a little more.
After junior year is when
I decided this is some
thing that I wanted to do.
I wanted to put all my
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trying to develop,”
Phelps said. “Part of that
is, we have a poster at
Eddie Edgar, ‘From Our
Past We Forge Our Fu
ture.’
“We want these guys
to honor and understand
that, because 20 years
goes by fast. Someday,
these guys we hope a
tradition can be carried
on and they’ll be part of
it. ”
Phelps added that he
wants to get something
started that has staying
power.
“You think about the
great schools, the Notre
Dames, the Harvards, all
the great collegiate
schools,” Phelps said.
“Even great preps like
Catholic Central and
Divine Child and Or
chard Lake St. Mary’s,
their alumnus are a big
part of their programs.
“We’re trying to do
that here with Franklin.
It’s in a very embryonic
state.”
t5mith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

athletes, so we should be
in good shape, which we
will rely on like we do
every year.
“I see us taking anoth
er step forward trying to
get a handful of kids to
the state tournament and,
hopefully, earning anoth
er team district title.”
New era for
Spartans

John McCurdy is en
tering his first season as
head coach at Livonia
Stevenson and he expects
it to be a year of devel
opment.
“This season will be a
growing year for our
program,” said McCurdy,
who comes over to Ste
venson from Dearborn
Heights Crestwood. “We
have no seniors this year,
which presents us with
the unique opportunity to
coach for the future right
now.
“As a team, we never
lose, we either win or we
learn. We preach to the
kids to set proper goals,
do the work to make
them happen and hold
themselves accountable.
We have a great group of
kids and we plan to grow
together as a program.
We get better every prac
tice, every run and every
lift and we plan to get
better every meet.”
One of the key wres
tlers McCurdy will rely
on for points is junior
Tyler Whiteside, a re
turning regional qualifier
in the 215-pound weight
class.
tsmith@hometownlife. com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

effort into going to col
lege and this is some
thing I needed to do.
“I’m very excited to
get my career started at
Eastern Michigan,” he
added.
DeWald, who played
football at Western Mich
igan University, has no
doubt Stagner can make
an impact at Eastern.
“I see a very success
ful college football ca
reer for Carter,” DeWald
said. “Playing D-I foot
ball is not easy — only the
strong survive. He is
strong I am excited to
watch him in the future.
It was an honor to coach
him.”
Stagner is one of 12
Seaholm players who
have moved on to play
college football since
DeWald took charge of
the program in 2012.
DeWald expects Stagner’s teammates Nick
Lang and Vaish Siddapureddy to be added to that
list in the coming months.
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COLLEGE RECRUITING

College-bound Plymouth athletes sign early
Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

There is still plenty
left to do before Ply
mouth senior studentathletes walk across the
stage and snag their
diplomas.
But it’s always a good
thing to have college
plans wrapped up earlier
rather than later.
For Logan Dziadzio,
Evan Good, Ethan
Byrnes, Paige Saunders,
Erin Johnson and Antho
ny Crump, that’s exactly
what they have done —
all six announced Nov. 15
they had signed to play
their respective sport at
the collegiate level.
Baseball duo

Dziadzio will play
second base beginning in
2019 at Madonna Univer
sity. He will take a .372
batting average and 3.5
grade-point average a
few miles east to the
Livonia campus.
“I just wanted to get it
done (signing) before I
started working out for
the season,” Dziadzio
said. “So I’m solid with
where I want to go, just
be done with my signing,
so I already know where
I’m going to be after the
season’s over."
He described his style
of infield play as “ag
gressive” and said he
can’t wait to become a
Crusader.
“This was like a really
big step in my life,”
Dziadzio said. “Ever
since I was a little kid,
I’ve always been wanting
to continue my career
with baseball and I
thought Madonna was
just a really good choice
for me.”
Ditto for third baseman/pitcher Good, slated
to play Division II base
ball at Northwood Uni
versity in Midland.
Last year, Good had an
excellent season hitting
(.485 average) and pitch
ing (4-1 record).
“I’m very blessed and
it’s always a good thing
knowing you’ll play four
more years of the game
you love,” said Good, who
came to Plymouth from
Dearborn Divine Child
during his freshman

CANTON
Continued from Page B1

The Chiefs (1-0) outscored visiting Belleville
10-6 over the final five
minutes, helped by Ti
gers’ 6-9 offensive stud
Gabriel Brown being
hampered by foul trou
ble.
Brown still finished
with a game-high 25
points, including a pair of
electrifying dunks in the
third quarter — when a
21-point third quarter
lifted Canton in front
51-48.
Making them work

Chipping in 14 for
Belleville was Davion
Williams, also a football
cornerback.
“We were just trying
to do our best to limit
them (Brown and Wil
liams),” Canton head
coach Jimmy Reddy said.
, “I think, for the most
part, there were a couple
bad stretches, but Noah
Brown, I can’t say
enough about the way he
tries to guard people and
how hard he makes it for
people to score.
“I bet if you asked
Gabe Brown, he had to
work for his points to
night.”
For those with short
memories, Noah Brown
played nose-to-the-grindstone defense for Can
ton’s football team, too.
Canton opening the
season over the team
ranked second in the
preseason polls “shows
r

Six Plymouth student-athletes recently signed national letters of intent (from left): Logan Dziadzio, Evan Good, Anthony Crump. Erin Johnson, Ethan Byrnes and
Paige Saunders. John kemski | express photo

year.
Good said that the
decision to change
schools proved to be the
correct one on many
levels.
“I came here and I
was able to be myself,”
Good said. “I just felt
really good here, it felt
like home.”
Their coach with the
Wildcats, Jason Crain,
was on hand for the sign
ing ceremony.
“Logan’s a little spit
fire. I tell people all the
time that kid can play,”
Crain said. “I’m excited
he’s getting this opportu
nity. They have good
coaches at Madonna. I
think Logan’s going to be
in a great spot there.”
“Evan found himself a
nice home at Northwood.
... He has the tools to
really take it to the next
level and he’s a fierce
competitor, too.”
Running down a
dream

According to Byrnes,
an all-state cross country
runner at Plymouth, his
choice to go to D-II
Wayne State University
has him excited about his
college career.
Byrnes narrowed

everyone’s underestimat
ing us this year. We got a
good team and I think we
can really compete,”
Meredith said.
The Chiefs, mean
while, also were sparked
by a couple of players
who were not on the foot
ball team.
Junior guard B. Artis
White registered 18
points and three steals,
while senior guard Eian
Barker (18 points) and
junior guard Vinson Sig
mon (six points) all were
thorns in Belleville’s
side.
“I just got stronger,
doing pushups in the
weight room and more
growing,” White said
about his increasing role
as a physical presence.
“And getting my confi
dence higher and higher.
“This team, we’ve
been together for a while.
I call them my best
friends, my brothers. All
team chemistry.”
Following are several
takeaways:

down his list from about
10 colleges to a handful
and, ultimately, decided
the Detroit campus was
his best choice.
“Once I started vis
iting schools, then it was
just a matter of choosing
the school that felt right
to me,” Byrnes said.
“When I walked onto
Wayne State’s campus, it
immediately felt like
home to me. I’m more of
a city guy.
“Just the feel for the
campus, a huge campus,
coming from P-CEP,
which is one of the big
gest high school campus
es in America, it’s nice to
transition to a big (col
lege) campus and be
comfortable with it.”
Byrnes said he won’t
have trouble transition
ing from the 5K distance
in high school meets to
the 8K he’ll need to com
pete with the Warriors —
he’s used to hard work.
“I think high school,
especially under (Ply
mouth coach) Jon Mikosz, has prepared me to
work even harder in the
college level,” Byrnes
said. “We do a ton of hard
workouts; we get the
reps in.”

Saunders is 'Golden'

Division I’s Oakland
University is where
Saunders will compete in
women’s track and field.
Saunders will take a
record-breaking prep
career to the Golden
Grizzlies; she owns Ply
mouth records in the
long jump (18 feet, 6.5
inches) and on two re
lays.
“At first, they weren’t
in my radar,” Saunders
said. “But then I decided
to take a visit there and
really loved it.”
Before then, Saunders
has two Plymouth teams
to compete on. This win
ter, she will do floor,
beam and vault with the
gymnastics team; in the
spring, she’ll close out
her prep track and field
career.
Saunders actually is a
relative newcomer to
track and field, entering
just her second season.
She has a much longer
background in gymnas
tics.
“Track was a new
thing for me (last
spring). I tore my rotator
cuff my sophomore year
doing (club) gymnastics,”
Saunders said. “I decided

to give high school gym
nastics a try because it’s
more low-key.
“I just needed a spring
sport, so I decided to do
track and I like it.”
Performing in one
sport helps her in the
other, she said: “Definite
ly, the strength I had
coming from gymnastics
definitely helped me in
the long jump.”
Grand Valley-bound

Johnson could have
waited until the highprofile National Signing
Day in early February to
make her college in
tentions official, but she
decided to close the deal
now. She will play Divi
sion II golf at Grand
Valley State University
in Allendale, near Grand
Rapids.
“It’s like a weight
lifted off my shoulders,”
Johnson said. “I have no
more stress because
that’s part of the recruit
ing process. It’s really
stressful. So I’m glad to
know where I’m going
and have it all planned
out.”
Ever since visiting the
campus (and knowing
that former Plymouth
teammate Katie Chipman

He'll be a Bulldog

Crump worked harder
than many teens during
the off-season in order to
get quicker and stronger.
That effort — as well
as his considerable skills
as a basketball point
guard — paid dividends
when the 6-7 Crump
signed to play at D-I
University of North Car
olina-Asheville.
“It’s a big moment for
me and I’m proud to say
I’m a Division I player,”
he said.
tsmithighometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

the 2017-18 Chiefs appar
ently have some key
intangibles that might
not have been on the
squad last season.
“We’ve talked a lot
since day one, our meet
ing on the first day of
practice, about not
flinching this year,” Red
dy noted. “Last year, we
were real close to being a
good team. We just lost a
lot of close games, a lot
of one-possession games.
And we’ve talked a lot
about not flinching. We
talked about that again at
halftime. And if they
make a run, we’re not
flinching.
“Our guys get the
credit, because it was
55-all there for a while
and the game could have
gone either way. We just
made a few more plays
than those guys.”
STATEMENT GAME

Canton's B. Artis White (right) looks to make a move around Belleville's Cameron Smiley during
Tuesday's season opener. John kemski | express photo

CANTON GRIT

Leading 61-57 late in
the fourth quarter, Noah
Brown hit the floor to
grab a loose basketball.
That led to a nifty offen
sive play, with Sigmon
dishing a pass to Mer
edith for the layup.
Moments later, with
Meredith stationed down
low, Belleville’s Williams
could not get a clear path
to the basket and missed
a dunk attempt. Barker
went the other way and
scored with a nice drive
through the lane, opening

golfs for GVSU), Johnson
had one college destina
tion in mind.
“I knew I wanted to go
to Grand Valley,” she
said. “So as soon as (the
coach) offered me, I
accepted it because I
love the campus.”
Johnson cited Ply
mouth coach Dan Young
as having made a big
impact on her rise as a
golfer. “He pushed me
because he knew I had
potential and could be as
good as Katie (Chipman)
and make it to where I
wanted to be,” she said.

up a 65-61 edge for the
Chiefs.
BATTLE IN THE PAINT

With Meredith and
Brown, the Chiefs’ for
wards were able to hold
their own down low
against some big, tal
ented opponents at both
ends of the floor.
“No fear,” Reddy said.
“They try to block a lot of
shots and I think our
guys around the rim
were excellent tonight.
We missed a couple bun

nies, two easy ones we
could have made, but I
think we made a lot of
(baskets) around the rim
that we didn’t make last
year. And we did a nice
job getting fouled and
getting Gabe Brown in
foul trouble.”
TERRIFIC TRIO

Reddy said White,
Sigmon and Barker were
spark-plugs against the
Tigers.
“Those three guys are
tough covers. They’re

really good basketball
players,” Reddy said.
“They got a good skill
set, they can score at the
rim and they can shoot
it.”
DON'T FLINCH

The Chiefs let an early
lead slip away and
walked into the locker
room at halftime tied,
31-31. And there were
stretches in the second
half when Belleville had
the momentum.
But, stressed Reddy,

It was just the first
game of the season, yet
Reddy said earning a ‘W’
against a standout squad
like Belleville could po
tentially yield benefits
months down the road.
“This is what we’ve
tried to do for nine years,
(since Reddy took over
the Chiefs), play good
teams in the non-league,”
he said. “And we’re just
trying to get as good as
we can get to by the time
March rolls around. Ob
viously, playing a team
like Belleville is going to
help you do that.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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PREP ROUNDUP

North Farmington rolls past W.L. Northern
Coaches and team
representatives are invited to
send game information and
story tips to LIV-sports@
hometownlife.com. Game
information will be accepted
up to 24 hours after the game
ends.

Girls basketball
NORTH FARMINGTON
54, WALLED LAKE
NORTHERN 39: Sam

Cherney played a huge
role in this 15-point vic
tory Tuesday as she reg
istered an impressive
double-double with 22
points and 17 rebounds.
She added four blocked
shots on the defensive
end. Maya Kelly netted
10 points with four re
bounds. Abby Hanus (six
points), Madisyn Hoke
(four points) and Natalie
George (four points, five
steals) also contributed
to the offense. Khyra
King-Ealy and Molly
Simpson each hit a threepointer. The undefeated
Raiders (2-0) host West
Bloomfield on Monday in
their third straight home
game to open the season.
SALEM 32, SEAHOLM
23: Visiting Plymouth

Salem mustered just a
little more offense than
Seaholm in this non
conference game played
Tuesday evening. The
teams were tied 6-all
after the first quarter
and Salem skipped to a
19-15 halftime lead. Sa
lem held on by outscor
ing Seaholm 13-8 over the
final two quarters. Emma
Stricter and Madalyn
Simko each hit double
figures with 12 and 10
points, respectively, for
Salem. Seaholm’s leading
scorer was Riley Annear
with eight points. Sea
holm next hosts Lake
Orion on Dec. 15
MERCY 44, DIVINE
CHILD 43: Farmington

Mercy opened Catholic
League action at home
TUesday with this excit
ing one-point victory
over Divine Child. The
Marlins held a slim 29-27
halftime lead, but trailed
39-26 going into the
fourth quarter. Mercy
outscored the Falcons by
an 8-4 margin in that
final 12 minutes to win.
With the game tied at
43-all, Mercy’s Jess Mruzik hit one of her two
free throws which turned
into the winning point.
Divine Child did not con
nect on its last shot. “It
was a real hard-fought
game,” said Mercy coach
Gary Morris, whose team
is now 3-0 overall. “It was
kind of sloppy at times,
but both teams competed
hard. We played hard to
pull out the win and I am
happy with that.” Free
throws proved the differ
ence as Mercy made 15
of 28 while Divine Child
hit five of eight. Julia
Bishop (12 points) and
Alexis Roberts (10) each
hit double figures for the
Marlins. Mruzik finished
with eight points and
teammate Bella Dugas
added seven. For Divine
Child (0-2), Emilie Rein
hardt (14 points) and
Maddie Rzepka (13) led
the way offensively.
Mercy plays at Macomb
Lutheran North on Tues
day.
MERCY 50, UTICA
FORD 13: Farmington

Mercy’s defense stood
out in this non-confer
ence game Dec. 2 which
was part of the Calihan
Challenge. The Marlins
exploded to a 17-2 ad
vantage after the open
ing quarter and went on
to the easy 37-point tri
umph. Mercy did not
allow the young Ford
cagers more than five
points in any quarter.

Farmington's Jake Justice (holding sign) is surrounded by
teammates after posting his 100th career victory in wrestling
Wednesday.

“Ford is a team which
graduated a lot of seniors
last year,” said Mercy
head coach Gary Morris.
“They’re inexperienced,
but I like how our team
kind of came out and took
care of business, you
could say.” Jenna Schul
ter led the Marlins with
15 points and teammate
Jillian Smith added 13.
Bella Dugas (seven
points) and Lindsay Lukomski (six points) also
made notable contribu
tions. “I’m happy with
the the win and every
body got significant min
utes so that was a nice
thing,” said Morris,
whose team made 10 of 19
free throws. The ‘Calihan
Challenge’ matches oppo
nents from the Catholic
League and the Macomb
Athletic Conference.
Mercy begins Catholic
League play TUesday at
home against Dearborn
Divine Child.

through with a 33-14
second-half scoring ad
vantage en route to its
second win in as many
games. Olivia Moore (15
points) and Samantha
Peterson (11) both hit
double figures for the
Mustangs. Cousino’s
leading scorer was Mackenize Cook with 17.
Boys basketball
ROEPER 62, OAK
LAND CHRISTIAN 51:

Birmingham Roeper
opened the boys basket
ball season Monday with
this 11-point triumph
over Auburn Hills Oak
land Christian. The
Roughriders were led by
Josiah Smith who mus
tered a game-high 23
points. Evan Akkashian
and sophomore Jacob
Gladey netted 15 points
apiece for Roeper. Elishia Adams led Oakland
Christian with 21 points.

MARIAN 50, WARREN
COUSINO 28: Bloomfield

Boys hockey

Hills Marian got past last
year’s Class A state semi
finalist in the Calihan
Challenge Saturday at
Calihan Hill on the Uni
versity of Detroit Mercy
campus. The Mustangs
started slow against the
Patriots, leading by just
three points (17-14) at
halftime. However, Mary
Cicerone’s squad broke

Farmington had a
strong opening period,
skating to a 2-1 lead, but
could not keep up the
energy the rest of the
game and fell to host
Troy Wednesday at the
Troy Sports Center. Far
mington’s first two goals
were tallied by Will Mc
Carthy and Joe Carbone
with assists going to

TROY 5, FARMINGTON
3:

Carter Wells, Eli Arnold,
Tanner Neill and Tony
Eaton. Carbone closed
out Farmington’s scoring
with a late second-period
marker. Farmington is
now 2-3-2 overall and 1-1
in the OAA Red Division.
The Falcons were sched
uled to play in the D-3
Challenge this past week
end in Gaylord.

Dame Prep. With the
back-and-forth game tied
at 5-all, Prep scored the
game winner with just
second seconds remain
ing. North FarmingtonHarrison did not score a
goal in its previous two
games and has been shut
out three times so far on
the young season.

ST. MARY'S 5, BROTH
ER RICE 2: The teams

RICE 1: This game played
Dec. 2 at the Kennedy Ice
Arena was a lot closer
than the final score in
dicates. The host Trojans
were ahead most of the
game until the Warriors
tied it in the middle of
the third period. Howev
er, Trenton scored twice
into the empty net to
account for the final
three-goal victory mar
gin. Rice’s lone goal was
netted by Ethan Nystrom
on assists from Jack
Owen-Turner and Luke
Kafati. Nic Moody scored
twice for Trenton. Each
team had 28 shots on
goal.

were tied 2-all after two
periods but visiting St.
Mary’s iced the battle
with three-third period
goals Wednesday at the
Oak Park Ice Arena. Nick
Marone and Garrett
Moore scored for the
Warriors. Luke Kafati
and Ethan Nystrom as
sisted on both goals. The
Eaglets had five differ
ent goal scorers — Nick
Cloud, Tony Clark, Hunt
er Baudino, Bradley
Ruppel (penalty shot)
and Preston Hazelton
(empty net).
FARMINGTON 7,
CLARKSTON 4: On Nov

30 at the Detroit Skating
Club, Farmington trailed
3-2 after the opening
period but rallied for the
three-goal victory. The
line of Tanner Neill (one
goal, six assists), Collin
Rea (four goals, one as
sist) and Joe Carbone
(two goals, three assists)
accounted for all the
Farmington goals. Far
mington goalie Nick
Rogers made 24 saves on
the 28 shots he faced.
LAKE ORION 7,
NORTH FARMINGTONHARRISON 0: On Nov. 30,

Lake Orion scored two
goals in each of the first
two periods and iced the
game with three more in
the third at the Detroit
Skating Club. On Nov. 25,
the Flyers dropped a
tough 6-5 non-conference
game to Pontiac Notre

TRENTON 4, BROTHER

Wrestling
FARMINGTON 42,
NOVI 41; NORTHVILLE
54, FARMINGTON 19:

Farmington opened the
wrestling season
Wednesday by splitting a
pair of non-conference
matches. Anthony Averiette (112 pounds), Jake
Justice (135 pounds) and
Jack Higley (130 pounds)
each logged two wins.
Justice pinned North
ville’s Joey Nagy at the
1:10 mark of the first
period to register his
100th career victory.
Higley defeated North
ville’s Ayush Triucdi
(14-3 decison) and Novi’s
David Shim (pin at 2:22).
NORTH FARMINGTON
IN NORTHVILLE QUAD:

Junior captain Anthony
See ROUNDUP, Page B5
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KOHLER
Seaholm student-athletes (bottom, from left) Linnea Anderson, Michael Arpasi, Nikki Carey and
Haley Dolan and (top, from left) Zoe Gaffney, Olivia Graham, Rachel McCardell, Emily Rooney
and Carter Stagner announce their college commitments Tuesday inside the school's media

Walk-In Bath

center, marty budner

Seaholm student-athletes
announce commitments
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Seaholm High School’s
media center was the
center of excitement
Tuesday as nine studentathletes announced their
college commitments in
front of family, friends,
classmates and even a
number of their coaches.
After a few opening
statements from long
time Seaholm athletic
director Aaron Frank,
each student told the
crowd where they
planned to attend college
to continue their athletic
careers. The 15-minute
ceremony ended with a
grand photo session.
“Everyone here at
Seaholm is proud of all
nine of these studentathletes, who have really
excelled in the class
room as well as the field
of competition,” Frank
said. “We’re very excited
to watch them grow and
shine and represent our
school for the next four
years.
“I think it’s a great
individual accomplish
ment for each one of
them,” he added. “But it’s
also a time to reflect on
the teamwork and every
thing that goes into that
success — teammates,
coaches, parents and
family. It’s just a great
reflection of teamwork
that allows them to get to
the next level like that.”
Following is a list of
Seaholm’s student-ath
letes and the sport they
plan to play in college:
LINNEA ANDERSON:

A state champion swim
mer, Anderson will swim
at the University of Con
necticut. “I chose UConn
because of the amazing
team atmosphere, athlet
ics and academic oppor
tunities,” Anderson said.
“I’m so excited to be
come part of an amazing
team and can’t wait for
the next four years.”
Anderson, the team
captain this past season,
helped lead Seaholm to a
fourth-place finish at this
year’s Division 2 state
meet and was a member
of the 2016 state champi
onship team. During her
career with the Maples,
she was a three-time
state champion, a six
time All-American and a
14-time MISCA all-state
performer.
MICHAEL ARPASI:

Another standout swim
mer, Arpasi will take his
talents to Denison (Ohio)
University.
“Swimming for Sea
holm and coach Tom
(Wyllie) has been an
important and enjoyable
, part of my high school
experience,” Arpasi said.
“I have made lifelong
friends, learned the re
wards of hard work and
feel well prepared for the
challenges of college
swimming at Denison
University.”
Currently in his sec

ond year as a team cap
tain, Arpasi will enter
this year’s Division 2
state meet as the defend
ing 100-yard butterfly
champion. He is the
school record holder in
the 100 fly.
NIKKI CAREY: Carey
served as Seaholm’s vol
leyball captain this past
season and will play at
Cumberland (Tenn.) Uni
versity next year. “I am
thrilled to be able to con
tinue to play the sport I
love at a school that is a
great fit for me,” Carey
said. “Go, Phoenix!"
Playing for head
coach Heather Lippert,
Carey made the all-0AA
and all-regional teams. A
member of the National
Honor Society, Carey
also earned academic
all-state honors this year
and is a two-time Michi
gan High School Athletic
Association ScholarAthlete Award recipient.
HALEY DOLAN: Dolan
will swim next year at
Boston College, where
she is excited to begin a
new career. “I chose
Boston College for the
outstanding coaching
staff, atmosphere, aca
demics and amazing
team,” Dolan said. “As
soon as I arrived on cam
pus, I felt right at home. I
can’t wait to become an
Eagle!”
Dolan had an out
standing four-year varsi
ty career at Seaholm,
where she was a three
time relays state champi
on and a one-time indi
vidual state champion
(last year as a junior in
the 50 free). She also
managed four All-Amer
ica and 10 all-state hon
ors.
ZOE GAFFNEY: Gaff
ney is an all-star soccer
player who will be a twoyear varsity captain for
the Maples come next
spring. As a sophomore,
she gained all-league and
all-district honors while
being named the team’s
best midfielder.
As a junior, she was
all-league, all-region and
all-state and was named
the best midfielder and
most valuable player. Gaff
ney also was Seaholm’s
leading scorer last year to
win the Golden Boot
award. She will attend
Liberty (Va.) University.
“I have felt that Liber
ty University is a very
special place from my
first visit on campus,”
Gaffney said. “I’m excit
ed to have the opportuni
ty to continue my aca
demic and athletic career
there.”
OLIVIA GRAHAM:

Graham will play her
fourth varsity season
next spring as a member
of the girls soccer team.
She plans to play col
lege soccer next year at
Nova Southeastern Uni
versity. Graham won
Seaholm’s Golden Boot
award as the leading
scorer in her freshman
season in 2015 and
earned all-league and

all-district honors in the
process.
Last year as a junior,
she was named all-league
and all-district for the
OAA Blue Division cham
pion Maples. She also
was a team captain at
Seaholm and her travel
team.
In addition, Graham
played varsity football
this past fall as the
team’s starting field-goal
kicker. “I’m really glad I
did it,” Graham said
about playing football. “It
was a lot of fun.”
RACHEL McCARDELL:

Once a runner, always a
runner. McCardell
couldn’t fathom the
thought of not competing
at the college level, so
Seaholm’s track and
cross country standout
will take her talents to
the Big Ten’s Northwest
ern University.
“Running has always
been something impor
tant to me and the idea of
quitting after high school
wasn’t right,” McCardell
said. “I am very excited
to continue my academic
and athletic career at
Northwestern Univer
sity.”
In cross country,
McCardell is a three-time
all-state star who also
raced to league champi
onship and regional run
ner-up honors during her
prep career. She helped
lead the Maples to the
Class A state champi
onship in her freshman
and sophomore seasons.
In track, she has earned
all-state honors in two
events.
EMILY ROONEY: Roo
ney, a member of Sea
holm’s 2015 Class A state
championship squad,
served as a cross country
captain the past two
years. She will continue
running cross country
and track and Columbia
University.
“I am extremely excit
ed for Columbia, because
I know that it will push
me to become a better
overall individual, stu
dent and athlete,” she
said.
Rooney was all-region,
all-county and all-state
cross country in both
2016 and 2017. She also
was the individual league
champion and regional
runner-up in 2017.
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CARTER STAGNER:

The three-year varsity
player and team captain
will play football next
fall at Eastern Michigan
University.
“I’m excited to join
the Eastern Michigan
football team,” Stagner
said. “Being a part of the
team will encourage me
to push myself, both
academically and athlet
ically.”
Stagner was Seaholm’s
Lineman of the Year in
both his junior and senior
seasons. He was also
named to the underclass
men Dream Team and was
given the program’s Nick
Deanne Memorial Leader
ship Award this fall.
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Not available in AK, HI or Nassau County, NY, Suffolk County, NY, Westchester
County, NY and Buffalo County, NY. Also may not be available in other areas.

ROUNDUP
Continued from Page B4

Williams won both his
matches at Wednesday’s
Northville Quad while
wrestling at 130 pounds.
r

L

Scott Hampton also won
both his matches for the
Raiders, including an
impressive pin over
Northville’s 135-pounder.
North’s Jason Wade split
his two heavyweight
matches.

Gymnastics

Dealer will provide customer with certificate for free KOHLER Nightlight toilet

FARMINGTON UNITIED 140.7, CANTON
134.25: Farmington Unit

ed opened the gymnas
tics season with this
dual-meet victory over
Canton on Tuesday.

'seat upon completion of in-home consultation. No certificate will be provided
for in-home consultations that are scheduled but not completed.

with any other advertised offer. Installed in as little as one day. installation of toilet
seat not included.

LO-GMG0004313-06

RWHHMMMHMMPHHMHI
I

1

Certificates

for free product to be redeemed directly from Kohier Co. Cannot be combined

I
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Relationships Built on Trust
Family owned & operated since 1961
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • BATHROOMS
• KITCHENS • GUTTER PROTECTION
Kroll Construction employs the most highly
trained, highly skilled roofing contractors in
Detroit and in the Detroit Metro area.

WINDOWS FROM

ir

f

J •J 1 F

J

1I

s500 OFF
Limited time offer - call now!
Previous orders excluded.

ROOFINGWINDOWSSIDING

MONTH

s300 OFF
F9 * OVG’
The End of Cleaning
Gutters
Limitad time offer - ceil now!

| Kitchen or Bath

St

Remodeling

I l imited time offer - call now!

Previous orders excluded.

r

A
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Your dream

home should come

with a dream neighborhood.
That's why Homes provides exclusive details
on neighborhoods, lifestyles and area
amenities with every listing.

Love the house. Know the neighborhood.
f \

Ubserver

V/_.

1

A GANNETT COMPANY

Eccentric

hometownlife.com/Homes
lsj.com/Homes

hometownlife.com

LIVINGSTON DfllLY.COM

Press&Argus

LIVINGSTON DAILY

battlecreekenquirer.con/Homes
thetimesherald.com/Homes

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

livingstondaily.com/Homes

Lansing State Journal

dSteBattleCreek Enquirer
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

www.lsj.com

r

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

1

Times Herald
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

(WGRL)
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O&E Media

part or the usa today network

the job network

Finding work
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the first personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a profile to see which jobs you’re perfect for.

jobs.hometownlife.com
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Phone:800-579-7355
Fax: 313-496-4968

W|aJB

Place an ad online 24/7
adverfee.hometownlife.cor

Email: oeads6hometownlife.com

r
Find a new job or career

Turn here for your next vehicle

fSl AUTO
U;Hr—I

Auctions, pets, services & stuff

i^rU stuff

»

Deadlines: Thursday at 4pm for Sunday
Monday at 4pm fpr Thursday

the job network
Love the home. Know the neighborhood.

classifieds.hometownlife.com

All advertising published in Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. • The Newspaper reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel
and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final
acceptance of the advertiser's order. • Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time it appears & reporting any errors immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement
is ordered, only the first incorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of
an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states thdt it is illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination."
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the
nation. We encourage & support an affirmative advertising & marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

EMPLOYERS: PLACE YOUR RECRUITMENT AD IN THE LARGEST JOB NETWORK BY CALLING 1-800-579-7355 OR EMAIL MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM

the job network
YOUR LOCAL JOB LISTING FROM

LIVONIA OBSERVER

10 ways to identify a fake job posting
Skype, not a typed conversation in a
chat window.

BY PETER JONES
THEJOBNETWORK

he job market is hard enough
to navigate without having to
worry about a job posting that
turns out to be a scam — or even just
a dead end. Save your precious time
and energy by being on the lookout for
these simple signs that something just
isn’t right:

7. Anything about it is too good

T

to be true.

You’re hired immediately! The salary
is crazy high! They contacted you out
of the blue! When can you start? (Hint:
If a job seems too good to be true, it
probably is too good to be true.)
8. Everything about it is vague.

You do your due diligence and try to
verify the person, the company and the
job listing and nothing is turning up in
your online search. You can stop right
there and step away. Legit jobs always
have some sort of online trail.

If you can’t tell from the posting
exactly what your role would be at the
company, that’s a problem. A bigger
problem is when you can’t really tell
what the company does and get a
sense of its mission or history. If all of
this is very vague, leave this one in the
“no” pile.

2. The recruiter’s email doesn’t

9. They want money.

match their company.

1. The company has no online
presence.

You get an email from a recruiter
who claims to represent a fabulous and
well-known company. The company
logo might even be at the bottom of
the email. Look closely — does the
email they want you to send materi
als to not end in the official company
name (theircompany.com)? If the email
associated with the posting or the invi
tation is a personal one (think Hotmail,
Gmail, Yahoo, etc.), you might want
to take a pass. And don’t respond and
attach any personal documents unless
you're sure you're dealing with the real
deal.
3. You found it via a random
social media post.

While it is possible to land a great
job you found through social media,

Continue your search
at jobs.usatoday.com

like. Most employers want you to come
equipped with some skills.
5. The language is sloppy.

10. Your gut says no.

If the ad isn’t well written, contains
spelling or grammatical errors, is
sloppily punctuated or IN ALL CAPS,
consider it a red flag. A real job posting
will be professional and polished.

The bottom line: Keep an eye out
for these and other warning signs, but
your best alarm system is your own
gut instinct. Does something seem off
to you? If so, let it go. There are other
jobs out there.

4. They claim “No experience

6. They ask for an interview via

necessary.”

chat or text.

Sure, maybe the job they’re offering
is entry level. Maybe they offer train
ing. But if the posting leads with “No
Experience Necessary,” you can be
almost certain there’s a catch you won’t

You should be wary if your first
interview is scheduled on some type of
text messaging service. While remote
interviews are becoming increasingly
common, that means phone calls and

.GETTY IMAGES

GET ALERTS

SHARE PROFILE

FIND ADVICE

Post your resume and be seen

Improve your search and interview

jobs that match your skills

by top employers in the area

skills with tips and ideas

HELP WANTEDPIONEER POLE

FOR YOUR

PAM TRANSPORT

PRESCRIPTIONS!

HAS OPEN DRIVER

Call our licensed
Canadian and International
pharmacy, compare prices
and get $25.00 OFF your first
prescription! CALL 1-844-3589925 Promo Code CDC201725

BUILDINGS-

POSITIONS IN YOUR
AREA.

U

USATODAY

the job network

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

STOP OVERPAYING

SAVE!

Peter Jones is a career advice journalist
forTheJobNetwork.com, where this article
was originally published. He investigates
and writes about current strategies, tips
and trending topics related to all stages of
one’s career.

Set up email alerts to receive

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
FOR SAL

chances are if it’s just posted there —
or sponsored or advertised — it’s prob
ably not as sweet a deal as it seems.
Remember that the overwhelming
majority of jobs are referral based,
come through legitimate channels or
are posted on vetted job boards. Resist
the idea that you can just surf Facebook and get hired.

If you’re asked to pay anything —
such as a fee to apply or for a software
program to send in your application
materials — consider the job a scam. A
general rule of thumb: Never give your
money away to total strangers.

Top pay and benefits!

J>c'ass%

Free

Estimates-Ucensed and insured2x6 Trusses-45 Year Warranty

Call (855)983-0057 today to

Galvalume Steel-19 Colors-Since

talk to us about opportunities

1976-trl in Michigan-Call Today

near you. (MICH)

1-800-292-0679. (MICH)

4BiS
...WS

Engineering & IT
CSA Software Inc. Livonia, Ml - Com
puter Programmer. Bachelor's in
Computer Science or related or for
eign equiv, + 3 yrs relevant exp.

Send resume to

Turn your dust
into dollars by

cschubert@csasoftware.com

General

me?' We
MAINTENANCE TECH (P/T)
wanted for Apartment Complex in
Wayne Canton Area. Call 734-326-1530

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

placing a
CLASSIFIED ad!

Find
what
you
want
in
CLASSIFIED!

W]

To place an ad
call: 800-579-7355 • online: hometownlife.com
email: oeads@hometownlife.com
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SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS
1 Defers (to)
5 Pretenders
11 Animistic
religion of
northern
Asia
20 Adored star
21 How bed
linens are
often sold
22 Audio
product
introduced
by Bose in
1993
23 CHARM
26 Spending jag
27
ed
Euridice”
28 “Ben------"
29 SEE
34 Citi Field
MLB team
37 Clothed very
shabbily
38 Prefix with
color
39 Fleecy beast
42 Lose vigor
43 Not difficult
44 HEIGHTEN
48 Grows older
50 Daisy cousin
51 California's
Point —
52 Was of
use to
56 See
29-Down

58 “Nothing —
it seems”
60 FALL
65 Suffix with
host
68 Certify
69 Actress Ortiz
or Gasteyer
70 Ghost shout
71 Marketing
space in a
newspaper.
e.g.
74 “Li’l or me?!”
75 STEAL
79 Donne, e.g.
81 Lead-in to
history
82 E.T.'s
human friend
83 Ranch rope
86 Fizzy drinks
90 Holiday song
91 SUPPLY
95 “Aloha Oe”
instruments,
for short
99 Crux
100 Czar's edict
101 See 103Down
102 Mint-family
herbs
104 Gets more
narrow
107 CHANGE
110“... —
mouse?”
111 Davis of "Hot
Stuff

113 Eventual oak
114 ERASE
122 Proper noun
in an atlas
123 Ripped
thoroughly
124 Huge-scale
125 Person on
both sides of
an issue
126 Treats with
malice
127 Gas brand
DOWN
1 Spillcatching
wear
2 Poem of
laud
3 “Amazing!”
4 Ramp for
accessing a
ship
5 Gem sides
6 Ghostly
pale
7 Jay-ell linkup
8 Psychic “gift”
9 Stimpy's
bud
10 Small porch
11 Small bird
that builds
edible nests
12 Visible air
13 Chevy's
Sonic,
before 2011
14 Many adults

15 Don Marquis'
“— and
Mehitabel”
16 Poet Tate
17 “It really
seems to
me ...”
18 Moral failure
19 Pithy remark
24 Math subj.
25 Cave beings
29 With
56-Across,
compete to
obtain
30 Suffix with
czar
31 LAX info
32 Madras “Mr."
33 Female sib
34 Turner of an
insurrection
35 “Tall” story
36 Mil. officers
40 Rd. relative
41 Physicist
Curie
44 Funny Foxx
45 English
noble
46 Special time
47 Strikes (out)
48 Heady drinks
49 Docile
52 Actor Driver
53 “No” from a
higher-up
54 Italian wine
area
55 Luge surface

56 Arial, e.g.
57 Large
elliptical fish
59 Not volatile
61 Flying British
mil. branch
62 Ridesharing
app
63 Stir
64 Curly's bud
65 Ferrari who
founded
Ferrari
66 Riverbed
deposit
67 “Keep it in”
72 Secluded
valley
73 Arm of Israel
76 ‘‘Don’t worry”
77 — dixit
(unproven
assertion)
78 Cat cry
79 Chi-omega
linkup
80 Alley —
83 Gave
temporarily
84 Kind of blue
85 Of the
region just
north of the
Antarctic
Circle
87 Female
gametes
88 Catastrophe
89 Antarctic
penguin

90 Scale part
92 Toys —
(chain for
kids)
93 TV “Science
Guy”
94 Ruhr
article
95 Turnpike toll,
e.g.
96 Takes for
ransom
97 Wallach of
“Nuts"
98 Old aviation
inits.
102 What pullups work
103 With
101-Across,
thus far
105 Actress
Durance
106 Evaluated
108 Sends cell
messages
109 Unclear
111 Kind of gel
112 Unchanged
114 Photo—
115 Deli staple
116 Cut off
117 Fizzy drink
118 Geller from
Israel
119 Bottom-line
120 Prefix with
gender
121 Prefix with
friendly

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”
books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
1
2

5
3

2
6

7

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in

6

8

each row, column and box. You can

3

figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues

9

1

4

4
5

8

1
4

provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

6

2
7

5

3
3

4
8

8

6
9
7

L

8

Z

6

P

9

k

S

G

Z
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6

S

k
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8

k

9

S

Z

8

g

p

L

6

9

Z

L

g

6

p

s

8

k

6

c

L

9

S

8

L

Z

P

8

s

P

L

Z
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6
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9

k

g

8

L

Z
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S

S
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WORDS

ON THE ICE WORD SEARCH

FINDING WORK
SHOULDN’T BE WORK.

the job
network

ZLRHGAURPASSRVHGKKYR
AYOEETSZEGVBAYETCEGE
UBCTOVZSACUVBTGEIKMK
GNITHGIFITZTSLAKRCLC
RDBKYUPDTSPESACCTUSO
ELAREDNEBFTNONAUTPHL
DFKPIORMHAPIRESBAVYB
NUMLPFNDTDCYCPDAHGCB
EGCRLLNEGNIKCEHCEROF
F0HYKRELNUNH5MHKCLIZ
EAEECHVAEYLAOGDKRDKU
DLCNIAKYRCHRAKHYOOCV
TTKOTEYBTAEEAKEASFAE
BEEZSSPTSTTCRGLESFTP
PNDDHNPDLCARRUMMCETY
BDGHNEIOLHGOCLEIHNAC
UEVSAFHAUEPFPOTDESTS
FRZHSECPFRHNGBMZCEMF
OFFSIDEALLREDNAHKCAB
SZGDLKSNOISSESSOPAML
Find the words hidden verticohy, horizontaOy & diagonahy throughout the puzda.

Get started by visiting

jobs.usatoday.com

L
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APPLE
ASSIST
' ATTACK
BACKHANDER
BENDER
BLOCKER
BUCKET
BUTTERFLY
CAGE
CATCHER
CHECKED
CHIPPY
CROSSBAR
CROSS-CHECK
DEFENDER
DEF0JSE
DELAY
DIVE
ENFORCER
FIGHTING
FORE CHECKING
FULL STRENGTH
GATE
GOAL
GOALTENDER
HAT TRICK
HELMET
NET
OFFENSE
OFFSIDE
PASS
PENALTY
POSSESSION
PUCK
STICK
ZONE
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BEFORE AND AFTER ITS CONTEST WITH A DASHING DEER,
2018 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE COMES OOT A WINNER
‘Tis the season
for

there was a good outcome for us: The

protective factor to attribute to the fine

deer-car

air bags didn’t go off and we weren’t

engineering of the new Traverse, how

and

injured. We didn’t veer into causing a

much to the fact that we simply were in

crashes,
I

problem for other motorists.

had my first

any big and heavy vehicle that stood a

one

several

In any event, the crash obliterated the

pretty good chance against a smallish

days

before

front left fender and headlights of the

deer, and how much to the particulars

Thanksgiving.

fine-looking Traverse and crimped the

of this encounter.

Good

thing

driver’s door. After it became evident

Unfortunately, the deer ended up

my wife and I

that debris from the crash also poked

dead in a gnarled, unsightly heap on

were in the new,

a slow leak into the left-rear tire, the

the side of the road just several steps

2018

Chevrolet

friendly manager at Williams Chevrolet

from where I hit its haunches at about

Traverse. We were completely enjoying

in Traverse City -- who fixed the tire for

55 mph.

the new version of the SUV when it

free -- figured the damage to the three-

Deer crashes are a huge problem for

became our best friend for unforeseen

row utility vehicle was about $5,000 to

motorists in many parts of the country,

$6,000.

and it’s a growing one. Michigan alone

By Dale Buss

reasons
We became part of a growing national
automotive-safety

problem

that

But impressively, the car held up well

The larger, leaner, more capable 2018 Chevrolet Traverse.

has nearly 50,000 crashes reported

is

each year, and it is one of the states

likely to cause many thousands more

where motorists are most likely to

collisions in Michigan and across the

encounter the creatures who seem out

country before, someday, self-driving

of their element loping across roads and

automobiles perhaps could eliminate

freeways.

them.

So

Until the fateful moment, we’d been

the

deer-automobile

contest

between irresistible momentum and

enjoying the redesigned Traverse, which

very moveable objects will continue.

has a sleeker exterior appearance at the

But just like many people who hit

same time that it provides 7 percent

a deer, I wondered: Why are there so

more room behind the first-row seats

many deer-car crashes? Is it purely a

than the outgoing model, 10 percent

matter of randomness?
Traverse after the deer encounter.

more behind the second row, and 17
percent more behind the third row.
We had a lot of stuff to haul around

The unfortunate victim.

never was left wanting more from the

t0 the impact and was fully dnvable

weirdly high number of intersections

so that driver and passenger can stretch

accelerator.

had to wire up the felt insulation pad

between

inside the wheel well so it wouldn’t

and cars is partly due to other factors

Unfortunately, all of that enjoyment

out.

to a lot of places, and I didn’t have to

Some experts think not - that the

provides 58.1 inches of front-hip room

these

handsome

animals

worry for a second that this capacious

1 found the driving dynamics of the

was interrupted by our intersection with

brush the tire; and General Motors

such as that most accidents happen

vehicle wouldn’t be able to handle it -

new Traverse to be very comfortable

an unlucky deer. On a road just went of

wisely made us swap out this damaged

near dawn and dusk, when deer -- and

and protect it all from the elements.

commuters -- are most active.

whether it was empty or fully loaded. It

Traverse City, the animal darted across

model for another Traverse. But I would

Indeed, Traverse’s cargo volume is the

was stable, steering was deft, and with

the path of the Traverse from right to

have been fully comfortable driving it all

Whatever the reasons, the scourge

biggest in its still-growing class of three-

its 3.6-liter V6 engine, 310 horsepower

left, and with my quick-twitch intuition

the way back home to Oakland County.

continues. May you avoid becoming

row SUVs. Also, the 2018 Traverse

and

I did the right thing by not swerving. So

I don’t know exactly how much of this

266

pound-feet

of

torque,

I

part of it.

Professional

Service

Turn your dust into

all your needs...

dollars by placing a

Painting By Robert ‘Wallpaper Re
moval ‘Interior ‘Exterior ‘Plaster/
Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

Adopt Me

Pets

NEED A

CLASSIFIED ad!

Painting
JIM DANDY PAINTING: Int. Paint
ing, Wall Paper Removal, Dry Wall
Repair & Dry Wall finishing. Free
Quote Call Jim Any Time 810-986-6669

t

t

find a new friend...

AN!

AROUND TIIE

2006 Toyota RAV4 114K miles, 2.4L,
4WD, Great condition. Price: $2000,
Call: (973) 910-8678

IS

p Guide to I

HOUSE?

Check out these exciting
carter opportunities!

.

Employment

cpjwmrttws stow
'csarti «.v.,&s

■ To piece joy od hpel^Ftcnixt us « careefs^^.w.'ije.com or cd 1-8OO-57T7355

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

Domestic Pets
Australian Shepherd Pups (4 red tris,
1 red merle). Well-socialized. ASCA.
Ready 12/7/17. thekennedyburren.com
$800, 814-933-6339.

Assorted

Check the Services listings in the

Careers

Jobs

FINDING WORK
SHOULDN’T BE WORK.

*

Items
all kinds of things...
Wanted to Buy

WANTED OLDER MOTORCYCLES,
Used ATV'S Snowmobiles Running Or
Non, (810)775-9771

Real Estate

Rentals

Observer & Eccentric classifieds

thejob
network

new beginnings...

General

ill!

Get started by visiting
DIRECT CARE STAFF
For small group home setting.
Positions available in Highland, South
Lyon, Novi, and Holly $10.03/hr to
start w/l?enefits. CQ.I.11 248.-2j0-(??64...

jobs.usatoday.com

Call

Apartment & Real Estate Guide

800-579-7355

visit

or

www.hometownlife.com
to place an ad

Find the perfect place to call home in the
Observer & Eccentric Media classified advertising
section. We have apartment and real estate listings
every week in the following communities:

I~

great place to live...

Apartments & Lofts
TROY, $1000/m, 2 bdrm, 2 ba,
Stove/Refrig, Washer/dryer, laun
dry rm, refs req'd, Beautiful, apt
above an office in a historic bldg.,
900 sq ft, clean, newly renovated,
available now. 48085 (248)808-4295
brucegleba@gmail.com

Berkley • Birmingham • Canton
Clawson • Farmington • Garden City

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

Huntington Woods • Livonia • Milford
Northville • Novi • Pleasant Ridge
Plymouth • Redford • Royal Oak
Southfield • South Lyon • Westland

NMLS#

30 Yr.

Pts.

15 Yr.

Pts.

Homes-Rent
1st Choice Mortgage

138560

(734) 707-8877

3.75

0

3.125

0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

164511

(800) 593-1912

3,75

0

3.125

0

2431

(877) 234-0600

3.75

0

3.25

0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

127931

(248) 740-2323

3.75

0

3.125

0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

399721

(313)565-3100

3.75

0

3

0

Zeal Credit Union

408356

(734)466-6113

4

0.25

3.25

0

WESTLAND- 3BR.1.5 BA brick ranch,
C/A, crpt, bsmt, fridge & stove. 1-275
Area, no pets. $990. 734-591-9163

Rooms-Rent
Livonia Furnished, kitchen privileges,
cable, w/d, all util, retiree $365/mo,
$100 dep. 313-680-8014

Transportation

AFI Financial

Wheels
best deal for you

Auto Parts & Services

Trrm
liunBinTn
II

Hill

Above Information available as of 12/7/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

mu mm
To place a listing in the Observer & Eccentric Media’s
Apartment & Real Estate Guide call:

1-800-579-SELL

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Thursday after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

fst All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

Observer & Eccentric
MEDIA

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved
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IF ITS ON FOUR
WHEELS ITS IN
OUR WHEELHOUSE

You know us for shopping, and now
Cars.com is the site for the entire life of your
car. So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.

SHOP

SERVICE

SELL

FOR EVERY TURN
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20% OFF Each
Window or Door
Installation
PLUS, NO INTEREST OR PAYMENTS
FOR 12 MONTHS

(WGRL)

WINDOWPRO
INFINITY'
MMHHMUM from MARVIN
Windows

and

Doors
REPLACEMENT WINOOWS

Built around you?

Builtfor life

See store for details. Not good with other offers
or on previous deals.

LO-SPAD0808114102
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JUST ANNOUNCED...LEASE LOYALTY FOR
CURRENT CHEVY, BUICK AND GMC LESSEES!
2017 Cruze LT Hatchback

2018 Trax LS

MSRP $24,005

MSRP $21,945

STARTING AS LOW
AS $17,333

STARTING AS tOI/V
AS $15,248

• 1.4L Turbo Engine
• 6 -speed Automatic Transmission
■ Remote Start
■ Heated Seats
■ 8 Way Power Seat
■4GLTE Wi-Fi & More

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
a NON- GM Lease

•
■
■
•
■

■

■4GLTE Wi-Fi & More

^J/M0

*

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
GM Lease Loyalty

gm employee discountavailable for all

2017 Malibu LT

2017 Traverse LS AWD
MSRP $34,745

MSRP $26,060

STARTING AS LOW
AS $26,195

STARTING AS LOW
AS $19,192

•
■
■
•

3.6IV6 Engine
Rear Vision Camera
8 Passenger Seating
AM/FM Touchscreen Radio with Steering
Wheel Radio Control
• Blue Tooth for Select Phones
• Steering Wheel Radio Controls

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

•1.5L Turbo Engine
■ 6 Speed Auto Transmission
■ Color Touch Screen Radio
■ Blue Tooth for Phone

gm employee discount available for all

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FOR ALL
aNON-GMLease

2018 Equinox LT

2018 Silverado Double Cab LT 4x4

MSRP $27,755

MSRP $43,895

STARTING AS LOW
AS $23,593

STARTING AS LOW
AS $35,685

■ 1.5L Turbo Engine
■ 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
■ Color touch Screen Radio
■ Blue Tooth for Phone
• Rear Vision Camera
■ Push Button Start

• Ecotech4.3LV6 Engine
• Allstar Package inch
• Trailing Equipment with Locking Diff
■ Power Seat
■ LED Fog Lamps & more
■ Spray On Bedliner

■■ ■

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

GM Lease Loyalty

MSRP $49,050

STARTING AS LOW
AS $45,568

STARTING AS LOW

AS $37,738
STOCK #172797

*

36 Month Lease with $999 Down with

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

5.3LV8 Engine
6 Speed Auto Transmission
Spray On Bedliner
Heated Front Bucket Seats
Wireless Charging
Trailer Brake Controller
18 Bright Machined Aluminum Wheels
LED Lighting in the Cargo Box

s11,000

SAVE OVER OFF MSRP

GM Lease Loyatly

serrachevrolet.com

*

2017 Chevrolet Silverado Crew LT 4x4

MSRP $53,280

5.3LV8 Engine
6 Speed Automatic Transmission
20" Polished Aluminum Wheels
Rear Vision Camera
Remote Vehicle Start
8” Chevy My Link ColorTouch Radio

s249-

GM Lease Loyalty

2017 Tahoe LS 4x4

•
■
•
■
■
■

?189/m-

• Rear Vision Camera
■Aluminum Wheels
■ Power Driver Seat

GM Lease Loyalty

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

1.4LTurbo Engine
6-speed Automatic Transmission
10 Airbags
Rear Back Up Camera
Apple Car Play

FIND NEW ROADS

HEVROLET

COMPLETE
CARE

Showroom Hours
Monday
Tuesday

im-9:oopm
im - 9:oo pm

J

..I

-------- MT
v | Ev

r\

28111 Telegraph Road
Southfield, Ml 48034

Wednesday
Thursday

iM - 9:00 pm
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Visit www.serrachevrolet.com
H
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for Construction Traffic
Directions or call us at:

ON TELEGRAPH-NORTH OF 1-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.COM | 1“866“MY-CHEVY Or 1-866“692“4389

All payments & pricing require the GM Employee & Family Discount and include the GM Lease or the Non GM Lease Incentive unless noted. All payments are plus tax, title, CVR & DOC Fee's, no security deposit is required, 1st payment due at signing and are with
approved A1 or A+ credit through GM Financial and are calculated at 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for final details, photos may not represent actual vehicle, you must take delivery before 12/13/2017.
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