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Standing against the Wind 

By Traci L. Jones 

YA FIC Jon 

As she tries to escape her poor Chicago 

neighborhood by winning a scholarship 

to a prestigious boarding school, shy 

and studious eighth-grader Patrice 

discovers that she has more options in 

life than she previously realized.  

 

Ten Mile River 

By Paul Griffin 

YA FIC Gri 

Having escaped from juvenile 

detention centers and foster care, 

two teenaged boys live on their own 

in an abandoned shack in a New York 

City park, making their way by 

stealing, occasionally working, and 

trying to keep from being arrested.  

 

Tyrell 

By Coe Booth 

YA FIC Boo 

Fifteen-year-old Tyrell, who is living 

in a Bronx homeless shelter with his 

spaced-out mother and his younger 

brother, tries to avoid temptation so 

he does not end up in jail like his 

father.  

 

Who Am I Without Him? 
By Sharon Flake 

YA FIC FLa 

A collection of short stories about 

teenage girls and the issues they 

must deal with in their relationships 

with boys.  

Teenage Bluez 

By Various authors 

YA FIC Tee 

Accustomed to the sheltered life, Ricky 

yearns to be accepted into the in 

crowd. Soon he goes from study hall to 

hanging with a neighborhood criminal. 

Influenced by his thugged out boy, 

Marco, Ricky finds himself in a police 

chase that could seal his fate.  
 

Hopelessly in love with an older man, 

Niyah, 17, falls into a double trap. Malik, 

her smooth talking boyfriend, wines 

and dines her into a web of deception. 

Once ripped from the safety of her 

family and best friend, Denim, she finds 

herself lost and turned out. With 

nowhere to turn, Niyah hits rock 

bottom. 

 

Bluford Series 

YA FIC Blu 

Lost and Found (Book 1) 
When Darcy Wills is stalked by a 

mysterious stranger, finds a 

threatening note on her desk, and 

discovers that her sister is missing, she 

does not know where to turn to for 

help, but must take action before it is 

too late.  



Babylon Boyz 

By Jess Mowry 

YA FIC Mow 

Inner-city teenagers find a suitcase 

full of cocaine and must decide 

whether to sell it and take the 

opportunity the money would provide 

or to destroy it to keep the drug 

from poisoning their community.  

 

Bronx Masquerade 

By Niikki Grimes 

YA FIC Gri 

While studying the Harlem 

Renaissance, students at a Bronx 

high school read aloud poems they've 
written, revealing their innermost 

thoughts and fears to their 

formerly clueless classmates. 

 

Cashay  

By Margaret McMullan 

YA FIC McMul 

When her world is turned upside 

down by her sister's death, a mentor 

is assigned to fourteen-year-old 

Cashay to help her through her 

anger and grief.  

 

Chameleon 

By Charles R. Smith, Jr. 

YA FIC Smi 

The summer before starting high 

school in inner-city Los Angeles, 

fourteen-year-old Shawn grapples 

with his first experience of 

love, the complicated bonds of 

friends and family, and the 

reality of street gang 

violence.   

If I Grow Up 

By Todd Strasser. 

YA FIC Str 

Growing up in the inner-city projects, 

DeShawn is reluctantly forced into 

the gang world by circumstances 

beyond his control.  

 

Money Hungry 

By Sharon Flake 

YA FIC FLa 

All thirteen-year-old Raspberry can 

think of is making money so that she 

and her mother never have to worry 

about living on the streets again.  

 

Nothing but Drama 

By Reshonda Tate Billingsley 

YA FIC Bil 

Four teenaged girls from different 

backgrounds find faith and friendship 

after joining Good Girlz, an 

afterschool church youth group.  

 

Rooftop 

By paul Volponi 

YA FIC Vol 

Still reeling from seeing police shoot 

his unarmed cousin to death on the 

roof of a New York City housing 

project, seventeen-year-old Clay is 

dragged into the whirlwind of political 

manipulation that follows.  

 

Romiette and Julio 

By Sharon Draper 

YA FIC Dra 

An African-American girl and a Latino 

boy fall in love after meeting on the 

Internet, but they are harassed by a 

gang who objects to their dating.  

Chill Wind 

By Janet McDonald 

YA FIC McDon 

Afraid that she will have nowhere to 

go when her welfare checks are 

stopped, nineteen-year-old high school 

dropout Aisha tries to figure out how 

she can support herself and her two 

young children in New York City. 

 

Dope Sick 

By Walter Dean Myers 

YA FIC Mye 

Seeing no way out of his difficult life in 

Harlem, seventeen-year-old Jeremy "L il 

J" Dance flees into a house after a 

drug deal goes awry and meets a 

weird man who shows different 

turning points in Lil J's life when he 

could have made better choices.    

 

Harlem Hustle 

By Janet McDonald 

YA FIC McDon 

Eric "Hustle" Samson, a smart and 

street-wise seventeen-year-old dropout 

from Harlem, aspires to rap stardom, a 

dream he naively believes is about to 

come true.  

 

Hot Girl 

By Dream Jordan 

YA FIC Jor 

Kate, a fourteen-year-old Brooklyn 

girl and former gang member, risks 

losing her first good foster family 

when she adopts the risque ways of her 

flirtatious new friend, Naleejah.  

 


